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Kindergarten Readiness Assessment

Are Maryland kindergarteners ready for school?



Maryland’s Results



Importance of School Readiness

Students who enter kindergarten ready for school:

 Experience greater success throughout their school years

 Are more likely to read on or above grade level by the end of 2nd

grade

 Are more likely than their peers to experience
later academic success;  to attain higher levels 
of education; and to secure employment

Ready at 5 School Readiness Report:  http://www.readyatfive.org/school-readiness-
data/readiness-matters-2015/971-business-brief/file.html



The Impact of Not Being Fully Ready

Students are not fully ready when entering kindergarten:

 Greater need for remediation and special education services

 Increased need for social programs

 Greater risk of crime and  incarceration

 Lower average income

 Decreased level of skills required for employment

 Decrease quality of life



What’s happening in libraries?



Could it be as simple as this?

SMS 
Technology



The Tool

PEW Report

 90% of Americans have a cell phone

 81% send/receive texts

 White 90%; African American 90%; and 

Hispanic 92%

 Income less than $30,000 - 84% 

 Age 18-29 – 98%; Age 30-49 – 97%

http://www.pewinternet.org/data-trend/mobile/cell-phone-and-smartphone-ownership-demographics/



The SMS Technology

Commercial Service Providers

mBlox

Clickatell

mCommons

eztexting

Desktop Clients

Microsoft SMS Sender

Nokia PC Suite (Windows)

Gnokii

Frontline SMS

SMSCaster



The Content



Sample Early Literacy Texts

Make a grocery list with your child using words and pictures.  As you 
find the items at the store, have your child check them off the list.

Writing starts with scribbling. Use crayons, markers, and chalk on 
different kinds of paper, and experiment with making straight lines, 
curves and circles. 

Sing familiar songs together like "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star" to help 
your child hear different parts of words and notice how sounds are 
alike and different.

Infants and toddlers love to listen to and mimic silly sounds.  Sharing 
these silly sounds with them is the beginning of the many 
conversations you will share.

Develop listening skills and comprehension by playing simple 
direction following games, such as Simon Says. Take turns being the 
leader.



CCPL Survey Results

Cecil County Public Library is exploring the possibility of using weekly text messages to 
share age-specific, early literacy activities for families with children ages birth-5.

A sample text may read:  Talking with your child leads to increased vocabulary 
development.  While preparing and eating meals, talk about the look, taste, smell, and 
feel of the foods you are eating.

Do you currently use a device which enables you to receive text messages?
Yes – 100% No- 0

If CCPL implemented this program, would you be interested in participating?
Yes – 71% No – 8% Not Sure – 21%

How old is your child?
Birth – 11mos. – 16%          1yr. – 34%          2 yrs. – 19%     
3 yrs. – 17%                           4 yrs. -6%           5 yrs.-8%



Community Partners



Building on Success

READY4K!

RSK on the Go!

Talking is Teaching

Talk to your Baby

NYC Department of Education’s Pre-K 

on the Go
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