
Maryland Library Association-Support Staff Division 

Minutes of Annual Holiday Lunch Meeting-Thursday 12/6/18-Schultzs 

 

In attendance: Erik Walls (SSD President), Amy Moser (SSD Vice-President/President-Elect), Lou 

Sica (SSD Secretary), Jane Brown, Moneik Frazier, Shelley Gilchrist, Gina Harris, Maria Jacob, 

Gabriel Jones, Teonja Jung, Barbara Lopatin, Traci Mathai, Shirley Mason, Nicole McLain, Sharon 

Proakis, Chelsea Shockley, Robin Soma-Dudley 

 

November Executive Board Meeting- Amy  

*Amy attended for Erik and emailed Lou the following notes 

MLA Executive Board (Nov) 

● MLA Annual Investment Report rescheduled for January meeting 

● President’s report: 

○ Considering reformatting the Marketing and Membership Committees; historically this 

has been two committees but does it make sense to continue to keep them separate?  

○ Forming an MLA Rebranding Taskforce (committee); please send the names of 

interested persons to Joe Thompson, MLA President 

○ Next “Getting to Know MLA” event - online meetup, Dec. 13th 

● Executive Director: 

○ ALA will be sponsoring a webcast on using ENGAGE with a virtual meeting format 

○ MLLI will be coming up for summer 2019 

○ Everyone has been responsive in getting forms in on time for Conference 

● Hey, just a minute: 

○ Kicking off the #IAMMLA campaign 

○ Program coming up in January (1/11) on creating accessible services for patrons with 

disabilities; hosted at the Library for the Blind and Visually Impaired 

○ Different divisions have been speaking at New Membership Interest Group meetups 

○ LDD is looking at starting a leadership book club in partnership with RAIG 

 

Conference Committee-Amy  

*Amy’s notes as emailed to Lou 

● We have 3 programs that are a GO 

○ New Supervisors Panel (with LDD) 

○ Embrace Your Queer Peers 

○ Getting to Know About the Diversity of Your Latino Customers 

○ All programs scheduled for Thursday time slots; all paperwork is in 

○ 70+ programs lined up 



○ Speakers are lined up for Weds. and Thurs. Evening 

○ Silent Auction will be in a same space within the vendor hall; committee is looking into 

streamlining the payment and distribution of items 

○ Frederick County will be sponsoring website enhancements for the Conference - hoping 

to have scheduling and tagging features 

 

Getting to Know & Serving English Language Learners standalone program-Erik & Jane 

 Erik & Jane have been in contact with Vilma & her team about offering this program 
again in the spring. 

 Erik reached out to the PDP, and all we need to do is re-submit our original Program 
Approval form (with changes to date, location, etc.) so no other major changes to the 
program's content need to occur. 

 Erik & Jane will be meeting virtually with Vilma sometime soon to discuss next steps. 

 We're looking like offering the program in April at the Laurel Branch of PGCMLS since 
that branch has hosted trainings for the MD State Library, and it's brought a mix of staff 
from other systems out to that location. It's also closer for Vilma & her team.  

 

Future Meetings: 

 Thursday 2/7/19 at 1:30 at the White Marsh Branch of BCPL. 

 Thursday 4/4/19 at 1:30 at the South Bowie Branch of PGCMLS. 

 

When Disaster Strikes-Joint Program of SSD with PSD & LDD-Lou 

 This program will be on Thursday 1/17/19 from 12:30-4:30 at the BCPL-Arbutus Branch 

 Below is the program description from the MLA website 

Do you stockpile storytime puppets in a little room with gray wall boxes marked High 
Voltage?  Do your restrooms flood whenever two toilets flush at the same time?  Do 
your patrons think a "hurricane watch" is a fun new program taking place next to the 
biggest window in the building?  If you answered yes to any of these questions, then this 
training will help demystify the inner workings of your building and prepare you for 
emergencies both large and small. 
Presenters Michael Gannon, Chief Operating Officer for Support Services at the Prince 
George's County Memorial Library System (PGCMLS), and Jessica Nusbaum from the 
Maryland Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) will offer practical advice on how to 
fix or avoid common facility problems, and add information about emergency 



preparedness to your knowledge toolbox.  Registration will open at 12:30 PM.  Bring a 
lunch and enjoy networking before the program, which begins promptly at 1:00 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lou Sica 

 

 

 

 

 

 


