
Maryland Library Association-Support Staff Division 

Minutes of 4/4/19 

PGCMLS-South Bowie 

 

In attendance: Amy Moser (SSD Acting President, Vice-President/President-Elect), Lou Sica (SSD 
Secretary), Jane Brown, Moneik Frazier, Gina Harris, Gabriel Jones, Teonja Jung, Barbara 
Lopatin, Shirley Mason, Traci Mathai, Sharon Proakis, Chelsea Shockley, Robin Soma-Dudley 

Guest: Michelle Hamiel-Chief Operating Officer for Public Services of PGCMLS 

Executive Board Meeting- Amy  

*Amy’s notes as emailed to Lou 

• Everything is moving forward with the change of TSD to an interest group. 
• Changes to the MLA Bylaws were proposed, including removing redundancies, updating 

language, and allowing for Bylaws to be amended via electronic vote – not just at the 
Annual Meeting at Conference.  

• Election results were discussed – congratulations were given 
• Joe reported out about advocacy needs; The White House budget for 2020 is again 

calling for the zeroing out of IMLS, and pulling all funding from LSTA and IAL. Our 
advocacy is needed! 

• Margaret and Joe visited the ALA Washington Office for the meeting of local chapters, in 
preparation for the upcoming ALA Conference. DCLA, MLA, DLA, and VLA will share a 
free booth in the exhibit hall; volunteers will be needed to staff booth. 

• Legislative Day in February was very successful. It was very well attended and 35 
legislators attended the reception. 

• Governor Hogan is focused on increasing services and support for Veterans. Libraries 
can help with this in their programming, available resources, and community 
connections. MLA is working with agencies to put together programming and speakers 
on Veteran-related topics.  

• ALA’s search for a new Executive Director is underway. 
• At ALA Midwinter ALA CD41 “A Resolution in Support of Civil Rights Protections for 

People of Diverse Gender Identities” passed. Revisions to the Library Bill of Rights 
regarding meeting rooms also passed. 

• MLA’s Inclusion and Diversity taskforce is up and running 
• Conference Director’s Report - 

o Conference committee hadn’t met for a few months because of weather 
o Close to 500 people registered for conference at that time 
o MSL allocated 24% more $$ in support of conference attendance 

 

 



Conference Committee-Amy  
*Amy’s notes as emailed to Lou 

• Conference Committee didn’t meet for February. 
• Rabia Chaudry’s book signing will be during the Ice Cream/Vendor break. 
• CML Awards will be given out on Wednesday evening as opposed to Friday morning 
• Check out the MLA Website if you haven’t already – mladlacon.com. Lots of cool 

features, and well worth looking at. Includes a great way to manage the sessions you’d 
like to attend and plug them into your calendar using app Sched. 

• There are 32 Vendors signed up; only 3 tables left. 
• Margaret confirmed Room assignments for sessions, and confirmed who would be 

picking up packets from each division 
 

MLA Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Task Force-Michelle Hamiel 

• Michelle congratulated SSD for being at the fore front of diversity inclusion 
programming and for being the first division to offer membership in the task force. 

• Currently Amy Moser and Gina Harris from SSD are both on the task force.  Please let 
Amy know if you’re interested in representing SSD on the task force. 

• The task force wants their efforts to be sustainable and meaningful and are in the very 
early stages of their work. 

• All libraries should provide equitable resources and be a welcoming environment for all. 

Getting to Know MLA Webinar-Amy 

• Amy will be one of the presenters at the Getting to Know MLA Webinar on 4/17. 

Social Media Update-Gabriel 

• Our Facebook page has 111 followers, which is up 2 from the previous month. 
• The top post was about library buildings in Washington DC. 
• In March we had 551 reaches (which is the # of people who saw our posts). 
• In March we had 75 engagements (which is the number of comments and reactions). 
• Lou will ask Tina in the MLA Office to share our events on the MLA Facebook page. 

 

Standalone & Conference Programs 

• June 1 is the deadline to submit fall program ideas to the MLA Professional 
Development Panel (PDP). 

• Sharon has a lead for a speaker on personal safety.  She will look into it and we will 
consider this for a winter or spring program. 



• Moneik suggested a program on serving customers experiencing homelessness and/or 
serving customer with mental health concerns. 

• Robin and Barbara suggested a program for standalone or conference on diversity and 
inclusion and recommended this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CwFstp-7NM 

• Chelsea suggested a standalone program on compassion fatigue, which was very well received 
at the last statewide circulation conference. 

• We discussed offering the English Language Learners program again in the fall in either 
Frederick or Anne Arundel counties.  Barbara and Traci will work on this. 

Future Meetings.-Lou & Amy 

• The Thursday June 6 meeting will be at 1:30 at the Randallstown Branch of BCPL. 
• As we were running low on time, it was decided that Lou would email the group with a 

few suggestions for locations for the August 1 meeting.  At the August 1 meeting, 
locations for future meetings will be discussed. 

•  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lou Sica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


