
Young Adult Books for Boys 

Boys are different than girls! Yes, that's right--Boys brains are fully developed at age 14 and a half. Girls brains are fully developed at age 11 
and a half. Language centers in girls develop faster than boys (three years faster). Boys often struggle with reading and writing skills early 
on. Girls work well in committees--the world is good, I'm good, they internalize. Boys need rules and tools--it's a BIG World, they have to go 
out and find their place in it! Many books boys are asked to read don't appeal to them. They aren't motivated to want to read. 
 
As a society, we teach boys to suppress feelings. Boys aren't practiced and often don't feel comfortable exploring the emotions and feelings 
found in fiction. Boys don't have enough positive male role models for literacy because the majority of adults involved in kids' reading are 
women, boys might not see reading as a masculine activity. Motivate boys to read by connecting them with materials they will want to read in 
ways they like to read-- Expand our definition of reading! Include boy-friendly nonfiction, humor, comics, graphic novels, action-adventure, 
magazines, websites, and newspapers in school reading. Let boys know that all these materials count as reading. Give boys choice. Motivate 
guys to want to read by letting them choose texts they will enjoy. Let them choose from a new, wider, range of reading. 
 
Encourage male role models--men have to step up as role models of literacy. What we do is more important than what we say! Start Small--
"here is one book/magazine/text you might like." 

 

Herbie Brennan. Faerie Wars. 2003. 

 

Henry Atherton attempts to escape his troubled home life by helping eccentric old Mr. Fogarty with his chores. There he 

meets Pyrgus Malvae, who has escaped from the Faerie Realm, where the Faeries of the Night want to kill him. There's 

plenty of action and adventure to make the story exciting, but the revelation that Henry's mother is having an affair 

with his father's female secretary seems an unnecessary part of the story. Fans of Artemis Fowl will probably like this 

series which has two sequels thus far: The Purple Emperor (2004) and Ruler of the Realm (2006). 

  

 

Kevin Brooks. Martyn Pig. 2002. 

 

Martyn Pig, stuck with a horrible name, lives with his drunken father in a town in England. When his father dies 

accidentally, Martyn and his female friend Alex cover up the death so that Martyn can keep his father's money and won't 

have to end up living with his horrible aunt. Further twists keep things from working out as planned. While gloomy, the 

book is darkly humorous and features a narrator with a very interesting voice. 

  

 

Terry Brooks. Armageddon's Children. 2006. 

 

The Earth has been ruined by ecological disasters and demons. Humans have formed barricaded compounds in old 

sports arenas. Outcast orphans band together in tribes to survive outside the compounds. Young Hawk, tribe leader of 

the Seattle Ghosts, struggles to preserve his strange, talented gang members despite threats from other gangs, 

mutants, and additional horrors. Tom Logan, a Knight of the Word, is now on the quest to find a child of magic who will 

be the one to bring the chosen into safety. Part science fiction and part fantasy, this is a classic tale of good vs. evil, 

and, the first of a trilogy. Good for High school to adult. 

  

 

Anthony Horowitz. Stormbreaker. 2000. 

 

Smart, fearless, adept in karate, and good at computers, 14-year-old Alex Rider has the larger-than-life glossiness of a 

traditional adventure hero. And he lands in a traditional thriller scenario, after learning that his uncle and legal guardian, 

who has just been killed, spied for a department of the English government, MI6. Alex agrees to continue his uncle's 

work by traveling incognito to Sayle Enterprises, Cornwall, to investigate some-thing that strikes MI6 as fishy: Sayle's 

approaching donation of thousands of fancy computers to England. After Alex cracks the truth about Sayle and vice 

versa, the plot turns into a high-octane roller-coaster-ride, Alex making one improbable escape or rescue after another. 

Apart from its suspense, the book's strongest point is its colorful, surpris- ingly complicated characterization of Alex's 

employers and enemies. Ages 10 and up. 



  

 

David Ives. Scrib. 2005. 

 

Billy Christmas runs away from his home in St. Louis and heads west with his horse Gabe, earning a living as a 

travelling letter-writer for people who are illiterate, despite his own rather creative spelling and grammar. When the "e" 

falls off his "Scribe" sign, he becomes known as Scrib. Now that he's being followed by a threatening figure who's not 

happy with the love letters he's been writing and delivering, he's forced into a series of funny and far-fetched 

adventures in the Wild West. 

  

 

A. M. Jenkins. Out of Order. 2003. 

 

Colt Trammel is a sophomore in high school. He plays baseball and is very good. As he says, "It is the only reason I'm 

still in school." His life is falling apart. His girlfriend has dumped him (again) and his mother has told him she won't let 

him play baseball anymore unless he can raise his GPA to a C. The next six weeks will test Colt in a way he's never been 

tested before. Can he learn to study and get along with people or will he have to continue to cheat in order to get his Cs 

just to play baseball? Will people continue to think he is a dumb jock or will he really lose his aversion to study? This is 

a very good read especially if you want to get into the head of a teenage boy! 

  

 

Gordon Korman. Born to Rock. 2006. 

 

Leo Caraway is a Young Republican headed for Harvard when he finds out that the father listed on his birth certificate is 

actually a rock star known as "King Maggot", head of a notorious punk band. Leo accompanies the now middle-aged 

band as a roadie on their reunion tour, hoping to get to know his biological father and perhaps get his tuition paid for. 

In the process learns some things about himself, his friends, and his new "dad." 

  

 

Gordon Korman. No More Dead Dogs. 2000. 

 

Teen boys can identify with main character Wallace Wallace, a 15 year old freshman football player who becomes a 

drama director. His honesty causes many problems, both serious and funny. The small town setting makes Wallace, at 

various times, the hero and the villain of both the football and the debate teams. Suspense builds in the final chapters 

and leads to a surprise ending. Recommended for middle school and young high school males, ages 10-15. Limited 

vocabulary makes this title ideal for the reluctant reader. Large print is only 180 pages. 

  

 

Gordon Korman. Son of the Mob. 2002. 

 

Whether it's the gift Porsche that turns out to be "hot" or the football game where his rivals are afraid to tackle him, the 

same problem has haunted Vince Luca for years: he can't shake off his ties to his father's gangster business. In his 

senior year in high school, the tension reaches a crisis. First he falls in love with Kendra, the daughter of the FBI agent 

who wants to bring his father in. Then he jeopardizes his own happiness by helping two gangsters pay their debts to his 

father. But it's when he figures out what his father has long puzzled over, which of the mobsters is secretly in league 

with the FBI, that Vince faces his biggest test. This novel has a satisfyingly complex plot and a delicious sense of humor. 

Much more about coming-of-age and relationships than about adventure, it will appeal to both genders. Ages 12 and up. 

  



 

Margo Lanagan. Black Juice. 2005. 

 

Black Juice by Margo Lanagan is a collection of ten short stories. This book was published in Australia, the author's 

home country. Each story is dark, tragic and has some sort of Australian spirituality mixed in along with forces of dark 

and light, man and beast. 

  

 

David Lubar. Punished. 2005. 

 

This is a fun book to read--it should appeal to readers of many levels. David Lubar has a keen sense of humor and 

observation as he draws his characters into the story. The beauty of this book is that it also educates at the same time. 

It isn't enough to have the main character "punished," having him speak only in puns, there is also a "quest." The quest 

involves time limitations, oxymoron, palindromes and anagrams! Good for Middleschoolers. 

  

 

Christopher Paolini. Eldest. 2005. 

 

The 2nd book in the Inheritance Trilogy did not disappoint. Eragon and his dragon Saphira are the only hope of the 

embattled Land of Alagaesia against the empire of the wicked Galbatorix. Still so much to learn Eragon travels to 

Ellesmera, the elves' forest city to learn magic skills and fighting techniques worthy of a Dragon Rider. 

  

 

Maria Snyder. Poison Study. 2005. 

 

Yelena is kidnapped at age 6 because of her potential as a magician. In an effort to escape, the teenage Yelena is 

sentenced to death and given the choice of execution or becoming the food taster for the Commander. She chooses to 

be the food taster. Her quest to gain her freedom and stop a rebel plot are the main elements of the first book. 

  

 

Maria Snyder. Magic Study. 2006. 

 

Yelena returns home after gaining her freedom to start her magic training. She is caught up in a plot by a wanna-be 

king. In the mean time she tries to reconnect with her family which is made difficult because of her brother's 

resentment and possible treachery. Strong heroine, interesting plot, violence, but not too graphic, sex "off camera," 

mild to no foul language. 

  



 

Scott Westerfeld. Peeps. 2005. 

 

"I hadn't really chosen my job; I'd been infected by it." Cal is a carrier of a parasite that turns people into vampires, or 

"parasite positives" (peeps). He finds those who are infected and brings them in for treatment--including the women he 

infected himself before he was aware of his condition. As Cal chases down his spooky former girlfriends, he also tracks 

the woman who infected him. Why has she not succumbed to the disease? Why is she deliberately infecting other men? 

And why are so many cats suddenly becoming infected too?? Westerfeld keeps the tone light in contrast to the 

creepiness of the subject. He intersperses the action-packed chapters with vignettes about various parasites and their 

disgusting habits--guinea worms, lancet flukes, plasmodium--sure to appeal to teens with a morbid imagination, but 

sneakily educational at the same time. Recommended for age 14 and up. 

 


