
Women Crime Fighters 

Female crime fighters run the gamut from the genteel amateur detective such as Miss Marple to kick-ass heroines like Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer. Even in the 21st century, there's still a lingering sense in the United States that fighting crime is a man's job. It therefore gives many 
women a sense of empowerment and satisfaction to read about strong, smart women fighting for justice. 

 

Alan Bradley. The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie. 2009. 

 

In some ways, this is a classic English mystery, set in a rural village in the 1950s. When a stranger is found murdered in 

the garden of the local manor house, its owner's somewhat mysterious past and the connections between former 

students at the nearby prep school are  

investigated by a savvy local police inspector. As in Agatha Christie or Dorothy Sayers, there is little violence, and some 

dry humor. But there is nothing conventional about this book, especially not its narrator and heroine, Flavia de Luce, the 

11-year-old daughter of the family in the manor. Very well read and intellectually precocious but psychologically still a 

child, she plunges into investigating the crime, stimulated by the puzzle but also desperate to clear her father. The book 

has more depth and nuance than the typical "cozy" whodunit! Flavia's generally sunny life is shadowed by her older 

sisters' meanness, her mother's death long ago, and her father's emotional distance. There is a also a pretty 

suspenseful climax with Flavia held captive by the murderer in an abandoned garage. A sequel, The Weed that Strings 

the Hangman's Bag has just been published. (Note to audiobook fans: the narrator of the audio versions of the books, 

Jayne Entwistle, does a great job as Flavia.) 

  

 

Margaret Frazer. The Novice's Tale. 1993. 

 

So begins a series of nearly 20 books featuring Sister Frevisse of the convent of St. Frideswide’s in 15th century 

England. Sister Frevisse, hosteler of the priory and amateur sleuth fears murder when the hard-drinking, blaspheming 

dowager Lady Ermentrude is found dead. Her niece, the frail and saintly novice, who Lady Ermentrude came to remove 

from the convent, is the main suspect. Sister Frevisse, though a nun as well, connected through her family connections 

to Geoffrey Chaucer, has had many experiences in the outside world before she entered the convent. Her keen eye and 

keen intelligence make her a most interesting detective. This series is well suited for readers who enjoy cozy mysteries 

mixed with historical detail. Those who enjoy the Brother Cadfael mysteries by Ellis Peters will likely enjoy this series. 

  

 

Peter Hoeg. Smilla's Sense of Snow. 1993. 

 

Meet Smilla Jasperson, an unlikely woman crime fighter. Born in Greenland to a Greenlander mother and a visiting 

Danish father, taken as a young child and raised in Copenhagen by her father when her mother does not survive a hunt, 

Smilla searches to find a place for herself. At 37, she has become an expert in "snow and ice and numbers." What her 

keen observations tell her of the world that surrounds and threatens her has led her to reduce her life to the essentials. 

Only Isaiah, a 6 year old new arrival from Greenland, has reached into a part of her. It is with his death from a fall off a 

roof and the snowprints left behind that begins her journey, "I want to understand why he died". What happened to 

Isaiah and why, and what happens when the concepts of truth and justice clash with culture and corruption. 

  

 

Elizabeth Peters. Crocodile on the Sandbank. 1975. 

 

If you haven't read one of the Amelia Peabody mystery series by famous Frederick county author Elizabeth Peters who 

also writes under the pseudonym Barbara Michaels, you're in for a treat. This one is the first of the series where Amelia 

embarks on her debut Egyptian adventure. The author's degree in Egyptology lends an air of authenticity but it's the 

wit, humor and suspense that will keep you engaged. Publisher's Weekly says, "If Indiana Jones were female, a wife and 

a mother who lived in Victorian times, he would be Amelia Peabody Emerson." 

  



 

J. D. Robb. Naked in Death. 1994. 

 

This is the first book in Robb's (pseudonym of Nora Roberts) In Death series. The series is a futuristic police procedural 

which takes place in New York. The groundwork for the series is laid when Lt. Eve Dallas meets Roarke, a suspect in her 

current murder case. If you like suspense, witty repartee, and steamy romance, you'll get hooked on the series. 

  

 

Theresa Schwegel. Officer Down. 2005. 

 

Forget about vampire slayers and werewolf hunters. Women cops are the real kick-ass heroines! In Officer Down, 

Samantha Mack (“Smack”) is a drinkin’, smokin’, cussin’ member of the Chicago police force. Her ex-partner Fred has 

been shot dead. She was on the scene but knocked out when it happened, and someone’s trying to set her up: the 

bullet that killed Fred came from Smack’s gun. Against the orders of her boss and the pleas of colleagues, Smack takes 

it upon herself to find out who the real killer was. Corruption, betrayal, and heartbreak ensue. Recommended for fans of 

gritty mysteries or strong female characters. Samantha Mack is the hard-boiled older sister of Stephanie Plum. (Note 

however that Schwegel features different main characters in her subsequent books, not always female.) 

 


