
Time Travel 

What is a "time travel" book? It's a work of fiction in which characters (either their human body or consciousness) are transported in time 
into the past or the future. Sometimes it is a time travel device, which projects them. Sometimes the enabling mechanism is not known 
and/or understood. The main characters are usually people with whom the reader can identify. There is usually a strong element of 
adventure. The locations are real places on earth. The characters are eventually transported home again. 

 

Octavia Butler. Kindred. 1979. 

 

Dana, a young African-American woman, is drawn into her own past as she repeatedly travels back in time to a 

Maryland plantation in the early 1800's. Forced into a life of slavery, Dana is soon enmeshed in the lives of her own 

ancestors: Alice, a free-born black woman, and Rufus, the white slave-owner whose obsessive love for Alice threatens 

to destroy all of them. 

  

 

John Dickson Carr. Devil in Velvet. 1951. 

 

A quiet Cambridge Don strikes a bargain with the devil and travels back in time to Restoration England. The professor 

assumes the identity of Sir Nicholas Fenton, baronet, rake, and swordsman. He's a man whose life is complicated by 

powerful political enemies, a wife, and two mistresses. And he's a man in the midst of conspiracy and murder! 

  

 

Caroline B. Cooney. Both Sides of Time. 2001. 

 

Imagine changing centuries! And, to make things worse (not better!), on both sides of time! Meet Annie Lockwood, a 

hopeless romantic living in the wrong century, who travels back in time to the year 1895. Annie encounters the 

romantic world for which she has yearned; but, also witnesses a murder. Can a trespasser in time find true happiness? 

This book is part of a trilogy. (Young Adult) 

  

 

Jude Deveraux. A Knight in Shining Armor. 1989. 

 

Imagine Douglass Montgomery's surprise when her tearful prayer for a knight in shining armor is granted. One problem 

- it's 1988 and this knight died in 1564! Together they discover a bond that defies time. Douglass is determined to help 

her knight regain his honor, even if it means losing him. 

  



 

Daphne DuMaurier. The House on the Strand. 1969. 

 

This is a British time travel classic set on the Cornwall coast. In 1969, our hero experiments with a time travel drug that 

transports him back to 1329 and the court intrigues, murders, love stories, and power struggles of that time. 

  

 

Paul Ellner. A Separate Season. 2001. 

 

A Separate Season tells about the adventures and fate of a young Connecticut farmer, Daniel Rowland, who is 

mysteriously transported to 1998 during the Revolutionary War. 

  

 

Suzanne Frank. Reflections in the Nile. 1997. 

 

Beautiful American artist Chloe Kingsley is suddenly thrust back to the time of ancient Egypt, and finds herself 

inhabiting the body of a priestess of Hathor named RaEmhotepet. As RaEm, she finds true love with the hemu-neter 

(first physician-priest), the handsome and noble Lord Cheftu, as they are both part of, and witness to, the biblical 

Jewish exodus from Egypt. Reflections in the Nile is rich in historical detail, early Egyptian language and culture. It was 

nominated for Romantic Times Magazine's "Best Historical Time Travel of 1998". 

  

 

Suzanne Frank. Shadows on the Aegean. 1998. 

 

This book begins where Reflection in the Nile ended. Chloe and Lord Cheftu are set adrift in "Aztlan" (or Atlantis) where 

both are threatened with palace schemes, passion, and a royal power struggle. They try to save beautiful Aztlan and its 

people from destruction, and try to find why they were sent there before they "time travel" again. Sunrise on the 

Mediterranean is the third book in this trilogy. 

  

 

Diana Gabaldon. Outlander. 1991. 

 

In this romantic novel, Claire Randall travels back into time to the fierce, wild Scotland of 1743. Falling in with the clan 

Mackenzie, Claire draws on all her wits and resources to adapt and survive, and soon her passionate love for the gallant 

Jamie Fraser blocks out thoughts of her former life. 

 


