
Steampunk 

Steampunk, a subgenre of science fiction or fantasy, refers to speculative stories set in the Victorian age of steam but with some 
technological or magical twist. Although the name is a play on cyberpunk (the dystopian science fiction of the 1980s that emphasized stories 
about computer technology), steampunk is more closely related to the genre of alternate history. Several steampunk novels appeared in the 
1980s, and the genre is experiencing a new popularity now in the 21st century. It can appeal to readers who enjoy historical fiction, science 
fiction and fantasy, and paranormal romance. 

 

Gail Carriger. Changeless. 2010. 

 

In Carriger’s sequel to Soulless, Alexia Tarabotti, now Lady Maccon, must deal with a regiment of supernatural soldiers 

encamped on her lawn and a wave of humanization that has taken over the supernatural set in various parts of the 

British Empire. Is it a virus or a weapon? As mujah to Queen Victoria, it’s Alexia’s business to find out. Reluctantly 

accompanied by her half-sister Felicity, her best friend Ivy, her French maid, a suspiciously helpful new friend with 

technical expertise and a bodyguard, Alexia embarks on her first dirigible trip to Scotland. There she hopes to uncover 

the cause of the humanization scare and the reason for her husband’s sudden departure for Scotland on "pack” 

business. 

  

 

Gail Carriger. Soulless: An Alexia Tarabotti Novel. 2009. 

 

Book one of the Parasol Protectorate series introduces the reader to Victorian era spinster Alexia Tarabotti. 

Unfortunately for her, she has no soul. When she is attacked by a vampire with no manners and accidentally kills him, 

things go from bad to worse. Set in London during the reign of Queen Victoria, where vampires and werewolves are 

accepted members of society, Souless is an entertaining example of fantasy based Steampunk with a bit of romance 

thrown into the mix. Will appeal to people who like a little bit of romance, a little bit of comedy and a little bit of 

mystery without a lot of gore. Fans of the Amelia Peabody series by Elizabeth Peters who don’t mind paranormal 

components will like this book. 

  

 

William Gibson and Bruce Sterling. The Difference Engine. 1991. 

 

Political intrigue in an alternate Victorian England where Babbage's calculator, the "difference engine,” has actually been 

built and runs the technology of the day. The authors follow three major characters; a whore, paleontologist, and 

government spy, as each comes across a mysterious set of computer punch cards belonging to Ada Byron, 

mathematical prodigy and “Queen of Engines.” Are the cards a program meant to sabotage an important computer, or a 

gambling “modus” that ensures a winning outcome every time? We are shown a world in which the United States is no 

longer united, steam-run mechanical computers are used to run all sorts of machinery, and England is ruled by a 

meritocracy. Scientists and industrialists are in charge, for better or worse. The deliciously complex story presents a sly 

echo of our own Information Age, only happening in an earlier century. 

  

 

Kenneth Oppel. Airborn. 2004. 

 

This engaging story centers on young Matt Cruse, cabin boy on the luxury airship Aurora. The tale takes place in an 

unspecified time (air travel is quite advanced technologically but there are definite Victorian elements) and place 

(continents and oceans are loosely familiar). We witness Matt’s daring rescue of a dying ballooner who tells him about 

seeing beautiful creatures over an uncharted island. A year later, Kate de Vries, a wealthy and relentlessly inquisitive 

girl boards the ship with her chaperone and the adventure begins. Kate happens to be the granddaughter of the 

balloonist and she is determined to spot the creatures that her grandfather described to her. Complete with pirate 

attacks, the mysterious flying creatures, friendships and a touch of romance, this book has much that will appeal to 

readers. Interesting characters with gracefully told back-stories. Listed for 6th-10th grades, but widely enjoyable for 

adults as well! 

  



 

Cherie Priest. Boneshaker. 2009. 

 

Briar Wilkes is the widow of the man whose ice-breaking machine has destroyed Seattle, leaving in its wake a poisonous 

gas that turns people into flesh-eating “rotters.” When Briar’s son sneaks into the walled-off city to find evidence that 

his father was innocent, Briar must go after him to rescue him from the rotters, the gas, and his own ignorance. Rip-

roaring adventure set in an alternate Seattle of the 1880s, with air-ship pirates, a menacing scientist, and other rascals 

galore. 

  

 

Scott Westerfeld. Leviathan. 2009. 

 

Leviathan is a YA steampunk/alternate history novel set during World War I, but this time around, the major conflict is 

between the Central Powers who use Clankers, steam-powered machines and the Darwinists (Entente Powers) who use 

biological technology to create newly fabricated animals. The story focuses on Deryn Sharp, a Scottish girl disguised as 

a boy so that she can train for the British Air Service and Prince Aleksander Ferdinand who is on the run after his 

parents have been assassinated. Leviathan features fast-paced plotting, technological marvels, and illustrations by Keith 

Thompson. First book in the series. 

 


