
Great Beginnings: First Time Novelists 

First novels are all about potential. Each time you open to the first page of a first novel, you expect that this book will be the start of 
something great: all the subsequent books by this author will be worth reading, and it will be a book to buy for your home library or check 
out from the library once a year to reread with pleasure. You have to admire first time novelists. There's something brave about a writer who, 
for better or worse, puts enormous amounts of energy into making words, ideas, and characters available for the delight or edification or 
entertainment of us, their readers. Sometimes, of course, a first novel is all we ever get from a writer which may leave us an insatiable 
appetite for more! 

 

Katie Schneider. All We Know of Love. 2000. 

 

After Joanna stays with her grandfather through his last illness, she goes to Florence to pursue art, meets Walter and 

Chad there, and deals with the many issues of her life. Moving between past and present, All We Know of Love blends 

themes of female spirituality, creativity, and romantic awakening. 

  

 

Elissa Shappell. Use Me. 2000. 

 

Connected stories provide snapshots from the life of a young woman, including her first sexual encounter, marriage, 

motherhood, and her father's death from cancer. 

  

 

Bernice L. McFadden. Sugar. 2000. 

 

In this debut novel we learn the story of two unforgettable women: a modest churchgoing wife and mother, and the 

young prostitute she befriends. Sugar arrives in Bigelow, Arkansas in the 1950s. She waltzes down the main street as if 

she had every right to be there but no one tosses out the welcome mat. The Bigelow women hate her from the minute 

they lay eyes on her – on the bouncing blonde wig and the red-painted lips that tell them she has never done a hard 

day’s work. They want her gone, out of their town and away from their men. But Sugar has survived too much to back 

down now. She parks herself at #10 Grove Street and feels the past begin to haunt her again. Pearl Taylor lives next 

door and knows what Sugar feels. She felt it when the devil himself murdered her young daughter Jude. Now Sugar 

lives next door and remarkably resembles Jude. Over sweet potato pie, an unlikely friendship begins. The lives of the 

two women are transformed along with the whole community. 

  

 

Lori Aurelia Williams. When Kambia Elaine Flew in From Neptune. 2000. 

 

Written with such lyrical prose, the story of Kambia Elaine comes alive and resonates with every reader across ages and 

culture. The strength of innocence, the power of imagination and the importance of family enmeshed together leaves 

readers with a powerful message. 

 


