
Local Color 

Maryland has a diverse group of authors that use local color to enrich the settings of their stories. These authors write in a variety of genres 
and for all ages. 
 
Long-time Baltimore resident, Anne Tyler is the most nationally known Maryland author. Most of her novels are set against the backdrop of 
older Baltimore neighborhoods and peopled with a charming and often quirky cast of characters. Local readers quickly feel at home in Tyler's 
books. 
 
Mystery stories from Maryland writers are plentiful and abound with murder and mayhem, from the suburbs of D.C. to the Eastern shore. 
Hometown girl and local reporter, Laura Lippman stakes out Baltimore city as her turf, as does Tim Cockey. Marcia Talley and Barbara Lee 
choose a quieter setting along the western shores of the Chesapeake Bay. 

 

Breena Clarke. River Cross My Heart. 1999. 

 

This is an Oprah book, historical fiction and a coming-of-age story. Set in Georgetown in the 1920's, Johnnie Mae 

Bynum, a young African American experiences guilt and grief over the accidental drowning of her sister, Clara, in the 

Potomac River. 

  

 

Laura Lippman. Charm City. 1997. 

 

Baltimore P.I. Tess Monaghan is all over the city again in this follow-up to "Baltimore Blues." She's hired to investigate 

how a newspaper story was printed when it shouldn't have been, a story that led to a prominent citizen's suicide. 

Meanwhile, her Uncle Spike is in a coma after being beaten, and she's left to care for his new greyhound. You'll 

recognize plenty of landmarks as she tries to investigate, and keep herself alive. 

  

 

Phyllis Naylor. Unexpected Pleasures. 1986. 

 

Celebrated children's author Phyllis Naylor sets this novel for adults in southern Maryland. A shy, quiet bridge worker 

takes in an unwanted sixteen year old into his home to save her from an abusive situation. The local town women insist 

he must marry her. So begins an unusual relationship, filled with clashes, growth and some heartache as the two find 

their way to love. 

  

 

David Osborn. Murder on the Chesapeake. 1992. 

 

Margaret Barlow, a middle-aged alumnus of Bride's Hall, a private school on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, returns to 

her alma mater to help investigate the hanging death of a student. Local color and details of boarding school life abound 

as the annual sailing race against St. Hubert's, a rival prep school, forms a backdrop for much of the action. 

  



 

Marcia Talley. Sing It To Her Bones. 1999. 

 

While recovering from breast cancer, spunky Hanna Ives encounters a charismatic Vietnam vet when she feels drawn to 

investigate the 8 year- old murder of a teenaged girl whose body she's discovered in a well. Recently downsized from 

her job as a legal archivist, Hannah is supposed to be resting at her artist sister-in-law's home in a sleepy, southern 

Maryland sailing town. However, the girl's unfortunate death is the perfect distraction from Hannah's Naval Academy 

Instructor husband's peccadillo involving an attractive female student. Action packed, this appealing page- turner is 

perfect for anyone who can relate to the diverse life Maryland can offer. From the commute to D.C. and shopping at 

Tyson's Corner to the small town feel in southern Maryland and the charm of Annapolis and sailing on the Chesapeake 

Bay. 

  

 

Anne Tyler. Back When We Were Grownups. 2001. 

 

Rebecca Davitch, "Beck," a 53 year-old grandmother questions if she is living her own life. Outgoing, joyous, a natural 

celebrator, she runs the family business of giving parties in her home, an old near mansion, in quiet disrepair. Joe 

Davitch spotted her at an engagement party at the "Open Arms" (what the family affectionately calls their home). What 

caught his fancy was that she appeared to be having such a wonderful time. This divorcee with 3 little girls is an older 

man with good spirits who swept her up into the family. Now she has a large extended family, three girls and a child of 

her own, hosting endless parties in the high ceilinged Open Arms. Thirty years later Rebecca is caught unawares by the 

question of who she is. Learn how she answers this question in Tyler's beguiling, funny, and moving novel. 

 


