
Christmas Reads 

First, a disclaimer: we are aware that other winter holidays besides Christmas exist, but we chose to start with this very popular holiday that 
has inspired many stories. 
 
No matter what your faith (or lack thereof), it is hard to disagree with the Christmas message of “peace on Earth, goodwill to men.” 
Christmas in America has been commercialized in the extreme, but it still engenders excitement, joy, and benevolence in much of the 
population. Our chosen titles mostly consist of light entertainments in favorite genres that happen to be set around Christmastime. Some of 
them address the nostalgia-tinged family-oriented aspect of the holiday, while others are simply bonbons for the delight of readers who want 
to spend a few hours chasing away the cold and dark of winter. Grab a hot toddy, a slice of fruitcake, and your favorite sweater - and wait out 
the turning of the year with an absorbing read. 

 

Dave Barry. The Shepherd, the Angel, and Walter the Christmas Miracle Dog. 2006. 

 

A charming tale of holiday shenanigans and celebration, in the nostalgic spirit of Jean Shepherd's "A Christmas Story." 

Barry looks back to his youth to give us a portrait of "Doug Barnes," a junior high student in 1960 with a Mom, a Dad, a 

younger sister and brother, and an elderly dog named Frank. Doug's church is getting ready for the annual Christmas 

pageant, run by Mrs. Elkins, who has had actual professional experience in The Theater (as she constantly reminds 

everyone). Needless to say, the pageant will not go smoothly. Threaded through this brief tale is the fate of Frank, and 

how Walter the Christmas Miracle Dog makes an entrance to be remembered. Enhancing the story are numerous ads, 

illustrations, and photos from the time. 

 

For fans of dogs, Christmas pageants, or Dave Barry. 

  

 

Rhys Bowen. The Twelve Clues of Christmas. 2012. 

 

This sixth novel in the Royal Spyness series finds Lady Georgianna Rannoch dreading the Christmas holiday season. 

Stuck in the wilds of Scotland at the bitterly cold Castle Rannoch with her miserable in-laws and desperate to escape, 

she takes a position with the Hawse-Gorzley family in the village of Tiddleton-under-Lovey. She is to assist the lady of 

the house with her quest to provide a quaint English Christmas for some tourists taking up residence in the estate for 

the season. Of course all the usual characters convene upon Tiddleton-under-Lovey and mysterious deaths begin to 

occur all around the small village. The deaths all appear to be accidents, but as the bodies pile up, Georgie suspects a 

more sinister plot and begins to investigate with the help of her charming Irish beau Darcy O'Mara, putting them both in 

the crosshairs of a very clever killer. 

 

Part mystery, part romance, part comedy, part history, The Twelve Clues of Christmas is a silly holiday romp through 

the snowy English countryside in the pre-World War II era. Readers need not have read the previous five novels, as 

Bowen is adept at filling in the holes so that newcomers can follow along easily. 

  

 

Truman Capote. A Christmas Memory. 1956. 

 

If all you know of Truman Capote is In Cold Blood, then you are in for a treat. Comprised of "A Christmas Memory," 

"One Christmas," and "The Thanksgiving Visitor," this modern-day classic presents recollections of Capote’s rural 

Alabama boyhood. A cherished friendship between Buddy (the young Capote) and Sook (his much older cousin) 

develops as they prepare for Christmas 1933: 

 

"Oh my . . . it’s fruitcake weather!" . . . I am seven; she is sixty-something. We are cousins, very distant ones, and we 

have lived together—well, as long as I can remember. Other people inhabit the house, relatives; and though they have 

power over us, and frequently make us cry, we are not, on the whole, too much aware of them. We are each other's 

best friend. 

 

Fruitcake usually gets a bad rap – but not in this story! Instead, be prepared for a glimpse of the author’s past through 

his nostalgic Christmas memories of days long ago. 

 

This is a good choice for book clubs looking for a classic or something easy to read over the busy holiday season. Look 

for a volume that includes all three stories.  

  



 

Charlaine Harris & Toni L. P. Kelner, eds. . Wolfsbane and Mistletoe. 2008. 

 

Let's face it, the holidays can be beastly. To help you get through them, try these stories by your favorite authors in the 

paranormal genre. 15 seasonal tales about werewolves, including a new Sookie Stackhouse story by Charlaine Harris, 

are sure to bring a smile to your face and scare away any Scrooge-like feelings you may be secretly harboring. 

  

 

Garrison Keillor. A Christmas Blizzard. 2009. 

 

An American Midwest version of Dickens' A Christmas Carol. Wealthy, self-absorbed entrepreneur James Sparrow is 

ready to spend Christmas in Hawaii when he gets word that his beloved Uncle Earl is dying. He jets off (in his private 

plane, of course) to Looseleaf, North Dakota, with the intention of a quick goodbye to Earl and then on to warmer 

climes. Events conspire against him as a blizzard swoops down on Looseleaf and leaves James stranded there, with no 

recourse but to reacquaint himself with his hometown and its inhabitants. 

 

Staying in his friend's ice-fishing shack, James begins to have hallucinations – or perhaps they are visions or visitations? 

– which force him to think about his relationships and priorities. Should he reconsider his wife's request to have 

children? What is a worthwhile way to use his wealth? And can he finally overcome the debilitating tongue-stuck-on-a-

frozen-pump-handle phobia that has plagued him every winter? The tone of the story has that mix of sarcasm, 

sweetness, and goofiness that fans of Keillor's "Lake Wobegon" monologs will recognize. The ending is bizarre yet 

satisfying with nary a hint of schmaltz, just right for a holiday diversion. 

  

 

Stewart O'Nan. Last Night at the Lobster. 2007. 

 

It is the last day for the Red Lobster restaurant in this fading Connecticut mall – "corporate" has decided the numbers 

aren't holding up. But manager Manny DeLeon tackles each challenge of the day - and there are many - the way he 

always has, with care and determination. First there is a blizzard predicted – will "the plow guys" come, and will the old 

snow blower work? There are only four shopping days to find the right Christmas present for his pregnant girlfriend. And 

what about the waitress, his ex-fling, for whom he still has feelings? Not all the staff have been offered jobs at his next 

post, an Olive Garden, so many have not felt obliged to come to work. Short staffed, but not too short-tempered, 

Manny carries on stoically and we are treated to a "slice of life" behind the scenes of a restaurant. O'Nan has a great ear 

for the vocabulary and the rhythm of the restaurant – he must have spent some time in one himself. 

 

This story is not particularly a holiday story except for the time that it is set, but Manny's internal struggle over his gift 

choice is poignant. In the end, not much has changed, either to Manny or inside him, but I feel privileged to have spent 

a day with him. 

  

 

Otto Penzler, ed.. Christmas at the Mysterious Bookshop. 2010. 

 

This is not your usual collection of short stories. The Mysterious Bookshop is a real store in New York City, specializing, 

of course, in mysteries and thrillers. Every Christmas for many years, the owner has commissioned a short story from a 

prominent author, which is then printed up as a booklet and given away to customers during the Christmas shopping 

season. These short stories, each of which is at least partly set at the bookstore, are collected here. The styles range 

widely, as one would expect, but since they’re mostly quite short, the plots tend to follow a pattern: quick setup, details 

sketched in, resolution with a twist. Some of the twists are cleverer than others, but all of them are at least amusing. 

Readers who are unfamiliar with the details of the bookstore and its staff might feel like a few inside jokes are passing 

over their heads, but generally the stories succeed in making the casual reader feel like an insider. ard-core mystery 

fans will enjoy reading some little-known works by favorite authors (ranging from Anne Perry to Ed McBain; Donald 

Westlake to Mary Higgins Clark); and readers less familiar with the genre can use this as a good introduction, to 

discover authors they would like to pursue further. Like a tin of sugar cookies, this collection should probably be 

consumed one or two at a time; on the other hand, the after-effects of a reading binge are usually negligible. 

  



 

Lauren Willig. The Mischief of the Mistletoe (Pink Carnation #7). 2010. 

 

Something's shady at Miss Climpson's Select Seminary for young ladies. The discoveries of cryptic messages, teachers 

who are not as they seem, and a number of mysterious break-ins, have disrupted the status quo at the normally quiet 

school in Bath. 

 

On a visit to see his younger sister, charming, bumbling aristocrat Turnip Fitzhugh literally knocks the seminary's 

newest schoolteacher, Arabella Dempsey, off her feet. From the moment of this first clumsy encounter, the two are 

swept up in a web of intrigue involving unusual uses for baked goods, a school holiday pageant gone hilariously wrong, 

and the realization that the fate of the entire British Empire could rest in their hands. 

 

Part Regency-era mystery, part "clean" romance, The Mischief of the Mistletoe makes for a light but engaging holiday 

read. Though part of the larger "Pink Carnation" series, this title works well as a standalone. Fans of Jane Austen will 

appreciate her cameo appearance as Miss Dempsey's best friend and confidant. 

  

 


