
Alternate History 

"What if?" What if Germany and Japan had won World War II instead of the Allied Forces? What if the South had won the Civil War, instead of 
the North? What would history have been like and, perhaps more importantly, what would our world be like today? These are the kinds of 
questions that works of Alternate History address and that have intrigued such masters of speculative fiction as Isaac Asimov, Ben Bova, 
Philip K. Dick, Harry Turtledove, and a host of others. Sometimes complex but always imagination teasing, the titles in this category have 
intrinsic appeal not only to science fiction readers but also to fans of fantasy and historical fiction. -- Michael Cart, Contributing Editor, Young 
Adult Fiction. 
 
Alternate history would change our world but what if alternate worlds already exist on some dimension parallel to our own? This is another 
theme similar to alternate history which uses an explainable, non-magical means of moving from one world to another. Worlds that may have 
been similar to ours in their distant history are included. Some tales are set so far in the future that the setting is more like alternate worlds 
than the worlds in hard science fiction. Exploring “what if” can lead you to almost anywhere or any time! 

 

John Birmingham. Weapons of Choice. 2004. 
 
In this American debut of an Australian non-fiction author, a combination of time travel, alternate history and military 
science fiction focus on the year 2021 with a United nations military force gathered in the Pacific to end ethnic cleansing 
by an Islamic fundamentalist regime in Indonesia. But a failed experiment on a research ship sends most of the task 
force through a wormhole to the Midway Islands in 1942. Some of the fleet is captured by the Japanese and they now 
have the technological means of winning WWII. 

  

 

Ellen Feldman. The Boy Who Loved Anne Frank: A Novel. 2005. 
 
In historic fact, Anne Frank's sweetheart in the annex, Peter Van Pels, died in a concentration camp. Here he escapes to 
America and builds a comfortable middle-class life, complete with wife, children, and business success, while denying 
his Jewish identity. Only after Anne's diary re-opens psychological wounds and its theatrical versions dismay him with 
their inaccuracies does Peter realize his need to testify to the past. Though its characters are thin and its plot 
redundant, this novel will appeal to readers passionate about Jewish history. 

  

 

Philip Roth. The Plot Against America. 2004. 
 
A mixture of family drama and alternative history. Roth writes about his own boyhood in Newark, New Jersey, using his 
own family as characters. However, the setting is changed to an America where Charles Lindbergh is the suprise winner 
of the 1940 presidential race, defeating FDR with a platform of isolationism. Other historical figures are woven into the 
plot, among them Walter Winchell and Henry Ford, and the Roth family must confront rampant anti-Semitism. 

  

 

Robert J. Sawyer. Hominids. 2002. 
 
Scientists watching a Neutrino observatory are surprised when a man appears inside a sealed water tank, and more 
surprised and confused when x-rays and genetics prove him to be a Neanderthal. He is in fact a Neanderthal scientist, 
brought here through an accident with a quantum computer from a world where Neanderthals and not Homo Sapiens 
are the dominant species. This book won the Hugo award and is the first in a trilogy called The Neanderthal Parallax. 

  



 

Robert Silverberg. Roma Eterna. 2003. 
 
This alternate history novel is about Rome eternally ruling the world. There is no breakup of the empire and it continues 
to rule. Emperors come and go and even a Republic comes into being long after the first one. This is the story of some 
of the emperors who built up the empire and some who tore it down. But mostly of those who believed the empire 
would never die. 

  

 

Charles Stross. The Family Trade. 2004. 
 
This is book one of The Merchant Princes series by Stross and should be read first in the series. It definitely should not 
be read by anyone who expects a neatly sewn-up and satisfying ending; it will, however, appeal to all readers who like 
their intellect challenged and their preconceived notions turned upside down. In this fast-paced story, Miriam Beckstein 
is given a locket and is transported to a parallel world, where knights on horseback chase their prey with automatic 
weapons. This world diverged from ours in the Dark Ages, when, after a catastrophic war, the Vikings left Europe and 
colonized the whole of North America. It is still feudal, with colonies on each coast and a wasteland in between 
controlled by antagonistic Native American tribes. Miriam discovers she is a lost countess in this world, a powerful 
heiress in the kingdom of Gruinmarkt, whose balance she has upset by her reappearance. This places Miriam in acute 
danger as she travels back and forth between the kingdom and our well-known Boston and New York. Science fiction 
fans will enjoy the exploration of parallel worlds, the detailed description of the kingdom of Gruinmarkt and the 
technology of “world walking.” 

  

 

Harry Turtledove. The Guns of the South. 1992. 
 
It is the winter of 1864, and the Confederacy is losing the War between the States. One day a man in strange, mottled 
clothing visits General Robert E. Lee and offers his army the use of a powerful new weapon: something called an AK-47. 
From this point on, the South is assured victory and independence. But does this mean slavery will continue in the 
Confederacy forever? Not if the newly-elected President Robert E. Lee has anything to say about it. Gripping battle 
sequences alternate with thoughtful explorations of the issues that led to the Civil War. Turtledove’s careful attention to 
historical detail lets the reader believe that if time-traveling white supremacists had gone back to the 1860s, events 
might have gone this way…. 

  

 


