
Intellectual Freedom Advisory Panel Meeting 
Wednesday, December 4, 2013, 12:30 pm 

Liberatore’s Ristorante, Timonium 
 

Present: Mark de Jong (chair), Andrea Dowling, Michael English, Steve LaBash, Monica 
McAbee, Sarah Jane Miller, Ann Reed, Gaylord Robb, Dianne Whitaker 
 
Minutes of October 2013 were approved. Monica noted that our privacy letter that she sent with 
the minutes after the October meeting has been revised since then.  
 
Letter protesting NSA Surveillance 

• Sarah Jane ably defended the letter at the Executive Board meeting, explaining key 
concepts and citing evidence of its continued relevance. A slightly revised version 
received approval and is ready to share. Individuals are encouraged to sign their own 
names and send it to their representatives. Mark has shared it with other states’ IF groups. 

• Mark congratulated Sarah Jane on her contribution to getting the letter approved. He 
noted that some skeptics have been won over through the educational efforts of IFAP and 
the Media Law Resource Center.  

• Mark will send a letter on behalf of IFAP to the Legislative Panel and the Executive 
Board thanking them for their help in getting the letter revised and approved. 

 
Media Law Resource Center Conference program 

• A conference program on censorship is scheduled for Friday, May 9, at 9:30 am. The 
speaker is Kate Bolger, a First Amendment litigator at Levine, Sullivan, Koch, & Schultz. 
This program comes to us free of charge. 

• Mark will be the contact person for the program. 
 

Old business 
• Mark suggested another online meeting – see below, under Next Meeting. Other 

possibilites for the future are Baltimore and Easton. 
 

New Business 
a. advocacy issues to explore  

• Ann will write up a proposal to encourage participation of school media specialists by 
offering a one-year MLA membership to new MLS graduates going into school 
librarianship. This would need Board approval. 

• Dianne will work on e-rate issues and ebook pricing reform advocacy efforts. 
b. new outreach director 
Mark will ask a couple of our social media savvy members if they could take Michael’s place as 
our membership enticement officer [Monica’s phrase]. 
c. new chair 
We unanimously supported Mark to continue as chair for one more year, if he is asked by MLA. 
Sarah Jane would prefer to continue as his assistant rather than stepping up this soon. 
d. graphic for our online presence 
We need an image to associate with our social media efforts, something that works at very small 
size but relates to intellectual freedom. Send any ideas to Sarah Jane and Andrea. 



e. expanding our social media reach 
Sarah Jane thinks Pinterest will not be worth the time. We have 10 Twitter followers so far. Once 
we have a new outreach director they can work with Andrea and Sarah Jane to expand our social 
media efforts. 
 
Goodbye, Michael, and thanks for all your help! 
 
NEXT MEETING:   

• Friday, February 7, 2014, 12:30 pm, online via Blackboard Collaborate [or possibly 
WebEx, according to Mark’s email to me 12/9/13] 
 


