
Intellectual Freedom Advisory Panel Meeting 
Wednesday, December 1, 12:30 pm 

Broadneck Grill, Annapolis 
 

Present: Mark de Jong, Andrea Dowling, Michael English, Pat Guyton, Steve LaBash, Monica 
McAbee, April Perlowski, Ann Reed, Mary Somers (IF Officer), Linda Zuckerman 
Welcome, Mark! 
 
Minutes of October 2010 were approved as amended (taking out the joke).  
 
IFAP program update.   
Forms were submitted by deadline; audio-visual form almost ready. Monica explained what the 
program planner/liaison is expected to do at the Conference. 
 
Conference update. 

• As noted above, IFAP’s program is looking good. 
• IFAP will also participate in the Thursday table talks session. Linda will present Privacy 

issues and Annette will facilitate things. 
• Monica described Battle Decks event.  
• Mary will submit academic questions for Pub Quiz, which was heavily geared to public 

libraries last year. 
  
IFAP Manual updates.   

• Mark will update the Patriot Act section. 
• Michael will check links to make sure they’re still good. 
• Mary and Monica will look at preface of ALA’s new IF Manual for new areas to address. 
• Mary will solicit volunteers for other work needed on the manual. 
• Send any changes to Mary. 

Monica will update our IFAP page on the MLA site. 
 
IFAP Wiki. 

• Great venue for posting documents and introducing new IFAP members to what we do.  
• Can Mou link comments to the relevant postings? 
• Should we align the Wiki sections to different IF issues? Outline what issues IFAP 

considers to be related to Intellectual Freedom? 
 
New Business. 

• MLA Strategic Plan – Mary will amend the 2nd statement in section 3. We discussed 
doing fact sheets/talking points as mentioned in section 1. Mary is on Legislative Panel 
and can let us know if these are ever needed from IFAP. 

• Looking ahead to 2011/2012, April proposed a program on equity of access issues. Look 
for possible speakers. 

 
Old Business. 



Mary reported that she, Becky Hass, and Carrie Gardner presented a program on Library Ethics 
in Denton on November 18. Audience questions revealed the dire need for continued 
programming on these issues. Evaluations were uniformly positive. 
 
DISCUSSION TOPIC 
We discussed an article by Tim Wu, “The Future of Free Speech,” about corporate threats to the 
free exchange of views and information as a few huge companies gain more power and influence 
on the Internet. Wu makes the point that this is what happened to motion pictures and radio. Now 
it’s the Internet’s turn. Linda recommends Wu’s book, The Master Switch. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Friday, February 4, 12:30, at DuClaw Brewing Company, Arundel Mills 
http://www.duclaw.com/locations.aspx 
 
Monica McAbee  


