
Intellectual Freedom Panel Meeting 

Anne Arundel County Public Library Headquarters 

5 Harry S. Truman Parkway 

 Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Wednesday, April 3 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

Introductions 

Julie Ranelli (Queen Anne’s County), Amanda Spino (Anne Arundel County), Kat Jolie (Charles 

County), Mou Chakraborty (Salisbury University), Katelyn McLimans (Cecil County), Gaylord 

Robb (Salisbury University), Kelly Topita (Anne Arundel County), Hannah Wilkes (Baltimore 

County), Monica McAbee (Prince George’s County), Will Malkus (Baltimore County) 

 

Minutes 

December 2018 minutes were approved. 

 

Reports 

• Executive Board (Julie)  

o The Proposed bylaws changes were approved. These will be voted on at the 

annual meeting at the MLA conference. 

o Update- Google Hangouts now only available with subscription, we’re switching 

to Blackboard. 

o MLA office looking for volunteers for MLA/VLA/DLA/DC Public Library booth 

at ALA- Will receive free pass to exhibit hall that day 

o Members are encouraged to contact senators to sign on to LSTAIA bill 

• Legislative Panel (Julie/Sara) 

o Update attached at end of minutes 

• Conference 2019 (Hannah)  

o There will be a ook signing with Rabia Chaudry (Serial podcast) during ice cream 

social 

o Awards during Wednesday evening dinner/speaker 

o IFP has 38 people planning to attend 

o There will be 8 posters & 32 vendors 

o There will be a craft table this year with button making 

o MLA needs volunteers for the book sale, registration, and silent auction 

o Visit the webpage for more details- www.mladlacon.com  

o Nay got a donation from Out of Print for the IFP silent auction basket.  

• Social media activity (Nay) 

o Mou proposed posting something related to women’s history and/or National 

Poetry month- Something about banned poets 

• Trainings 

o Sara and Julie did a training on intellectual freedom for the Library Advocacy 

Interest Group  

http://www.mladlacon.com/


o Monica shared that she is helping to facilitate training at Prince George’s County 

on intellectual freedom 

o Will is willing to assist with LATI 

Old Business 

• Teen privacy resource draft (Kat Jolie) 

o Could have ready for MLA Leadership Day in June 

o Still working to distribute around the state 

• LibGuide –  

o Had small group meeting on Zoom to work on content and format 

o Julie and Gaylord met to clean up page 

o Next steps-  

▪ Finish layout and organization 

• Reformat some pages to be more concise- embedded links with 

short descriptions (Update Access for Children and Youth page 

and Internet Filtering) 

• Hannah Wilkes will work on Access for Children and Youth and 

Monica and Hannah Erickson will work on Internet Filtering 

• Discussion of combining Resources and Programs on Intellectual 

Freedom landing page 

▪ Go through to add additional content where needed 

o Goal to go live before MLA Leadership Day in June. Mou will bring laptop to 

June meeting to finalize any updates prior to MLA Leadership Day 

• Next CRAB article – update (Suzanne Terry) 

o Coming out on April 15 

• June lunch meeting location 

o Voted on the Broadneck Grill 

 

 

New Business 

• CRAB article- Due June 5, comes out June 15 

o Could do article summarizing MLA session for those who were unable to attend 

o Could do article introducing the LibGuide 

o Next March- Could do an article about Banned Poets 

o September- Could do an article introducing Sara as the IF Chair 

• Julie is stepping down as chair, and Sara will take on the role independently 

• Discussion of implicit biases came up at Library Advocacy Interest Group Brown Bag 

Lunch- Idea to do an implicit bias training focused on acknowledging that fact and 

focusing on frontline staff. 

• Shared information about a training in May about working with youth and interrupting 

implicit bias. Dr. Shorter Gooden, Professor of Clinical Psychology, UMD- Maybe 

somebody can go to this and see if we would want to partner with this presenter for a 

program in September. 

• Maybe we could do a training on cultural linguistics and inclusivity. 

• Mou shared LibGuide created by a member of the Salisbury staff about diversity and 

inclusion with resources on implicit bias. 

 



 

Round Table Discussion 

• Issue with Anne Arundel County Public Library and Drag Queen Storytime 

o Board passed new resolution saying that they need to approve any programs 

deemed “controversial.” No details about what “controversial” means. 

o High attendance at board meeting by community members, both in favor and 

opposed 

o County Executive came out to support library staff in offering diverse 

programming 

o Ultimately program was approved and had high attendance and enthusiasm, but 

the resolution is still in place by the Board to maintain approval power. 

o Seeing support from some board members and community members about 

library’s commitment to offer diverse programming 

o ALA wrote a letter in support of library staff maintaining control of their 

programs.  

o The Capital Gazette wrote an editorial in favor of the library. 

• Mou shared an email from a librarian at another university library sharing that they 

recently removed a picture book from the collection featuring gay conversion therapy and 

asked Salisbury to remove the book as well. This prompted a discussion on censorship- 

Gaylord responded that Salisbury would maintain the book in the collection to ensure 

they are not censuring and would have it available as a research source. 

• ALA Meeting Room Policy approved at ALA midwinter- Removed “hate speech” 

• Monday we will receive a new list of most challenged books. 

 

Next meeting 

Wednesday, June 5, 12:30-2:30, Broadneck Grill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Intellectual Freedom Panel 

Legislative Panel Update: April 2019 

 

International 

Concerns about new EU copyright law 

What Europe’s copyright overhaul means for YouTube, Facebook, and the way you use the internet 

(CNBC) 

The European Copyright Directive: What is it, and why has it drawn more controversy than any other 

Directive in EU history? (EFF) 

What is Article 13? The EU's divisive new copyright plan explained (Wired UK) 

• Articles 15 and 17 (originally 11 and 13, and still commonly referred to by original numbers) 
provoke concerns over censorship and free speech 

• Article 11 (“link tax”) 
o Goal is to fairly pay publishers 
o Platforms and original publishers must agree to licenses if platforms they share more 

than a “snippet” of an article – “snipped” is not defined 
o Would give publishers the right to ban others from using excerpts from/linking to their 

articles, possibly preventing legitimate criticism and discussion of news 

• Article 13 (“meme ban”) 
o Meant to protect content creators from copyright infringement 
o Makes platforms responsible for ensuring that they aren’t hosting copyright-protected 

content 
o Currently, copyright holders are responsible for finding such content and notifying 

platforms 
o Critics say this could lead to upload filters that unnecessarily block large amounts of 

content 
o Unclear how memes or other content based on/including elements of copyrighted 

content would be affected 

• Measures still need to be ratified by the European Council 
 

National 

“Save the Internet Act” (H.R. 1644) hearings begin 

‘Save the Internet Act’ in the spotlight in House subcommittee hearing (Daily Dot) 

Hearing on “Legislating to Safeguard the Free and Open Internet” (House Committee on Energy & 

Commerce) 

Democrats move closer to passing the 'Save the Internet' Act (Engadget) 

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/03/28/article-13-what-eu-copyright-directive-means-for-the-internet.html
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/03/european-copyright-directive-what-it-and-why-has-it-drawn-more-controversy-any
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/03/european-copyright-directive-what-it-and-why-has-it-drawn-more-controversy-any
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/what-is-article-13-article-11-european-directive-on-copyright-explained-meme-ban
https://www.dailydot.com/layer8/save-the-internet-act-house-subcommittee-hearing/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-legislating-to-safeguard-the-free-and-open-internet
https://www.engadget.com/2019/04/04/democrats-move-closer-to-passing-the-save-the-internet-act/


• Bill would reinstate net neutrality laws to prevent internet service providers from blocking sites, 
slowing down access (“throttling”), or providing faster service for sites in exchange for payment 
(“paid prioritization”) 

• Rules originally put into place in 2015, then repealed in 2017 

• Generally, Democrats favor the bill while Republicans oppose it 

• Bills introduced by Republicans would offer internet users fewer protections 

• Approved by House Energy and Commerce Committee – next will be considered by full House of 
Representatives 

 

Senators propose updates to Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act 

Senators Markey and Hawley introduce bipartisan legislation to update children’s online privacy rules 

(Common Sense Media) 

New privacy bill would give parents an ‘Eraser Button’ and ban ads targeting children (The Verge) 

• Introduced by Sen. Markey (D-Mass., and House author of original COPPA) and Sen. Harkey (R-
Mo.) 

• Provisions include: 
o Banning ads targeting children under 13 
o Requiring privacy dashboards on internet-connected devices targeted toward children 

describing how personal data is collected, used, shared, and more 
o Prohibiting collection of personal/location info on children under 13 without parental 

consent, and from teens 13 to 15 years old without user consent (parental consent not 
needed for this age) 

o Creation of “Eraser Button” to delete children’s personal information 
o Creation of “Digital Marketing Bill of Rights for Minors” that limits collection of personal 

information 
 

FTC inquiry info internet service providers’ (ISPs) privacy practices 

FTC announces inquiry into the privacy practices of broadband providers (The Verge) 

• Investigating what kind of data is collected, reasons for collection, sharing practices, and options 
for customers who want to change or delete data 

• Concern over unfair and deceptive practices 

• Stricter regulations of ISP’s data practices were approved in 2016 but then blocked from taking 
effect 

 

Maryland 

Maryland Cybersecurity Council endorses Online Consumer Protection Act 

Opinion: Maryland needs strong steps to protect online privacy (Maryland Reporter) 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/news/press-releases/senators-markey-and-hawley-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-update
https://www.theverge.com/2019/3/12/18261181/eraser-button-bill-children-privacy-coppa-hawley-markey
https://www.theverge.com/2019/3/26/18282520/ftc-ajit-pai-tom-wheeler-fcc-att-verizon-tmobile
https://marylandreporter.com/2019/03/05/opinion-maryland-needs-strong-steps-to-protect-online-privacy/


SB0631/HB0901 

• Council made up of Legislative members (Lee, Simonaire, Carey, Lisanti), Maryland Attorney 
General, select department secretaries and agencies, corporate and higher education 
representatives, and additional stakeholders 

• In line with CA’s comprehensive privacy bill 

• Provisions include: 
o Tell consumers what info is being collected, and if it’s being shared 
o Ability to have personal information deleted 
o Prevent disclosure to third parties 
o No bias in pricing for consumers who exercise rights 

 

Additional legislation: 

• Commercial Law - Internet Privacy and Net Neutrality (HB0141) 

• Criminal Law - Computer-Aided Firearm Fabrication – Prohibitions (SB0008) 

• Education - Student Data Privacy Council (HB0245) 

 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=01&id=sb0613&tab=subject3&ys=2019RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&tab=subject3&id=hb0901&stab=01&ys=2019RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=hb0141&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=SB0008&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=HB0245&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2019RS

