
Winter’s Greetings,  
Everyone!   
 
I hope the season is 
finding you well as we all 
begin bundling up for the 
cold months ahead.  
With the start of the New 
Year fast approaching, 
many of us may make 
resolutions for our-
selves.  So I’m going to 
borrow a phrase from 
Storytime Underground 
and ask you to “Resolve 
to Rock” this year in your 
professional life.  
Choose something you 
would like to work on, be 
it small or be it big, and 
do the best you can to 
make it happen.  I en-
courage you to share 
this resolution on our 
Facebook group so we 
can support each other 
on this journey together.    
 
Maybe your resolution 
is to focus on the ele-
mentary years and learn 
more about coding or 
how to help reluctant 
readers.  CSD has you 
covered!  Please save 
the date for either our 
upcoming Southern or 
Western conferences 
on either March 13th or 

April 10th, both at two 
new locations!   
 
Maybe you will resolve 
to rock by attending a 
CSD meeting in the next 
year and take advantage 
of our monthly network-
ing opportunities.  Our 
next meeting is on Feb-
ruary 13th at the Central 
Branch in Howard Coun-
ty.  Feel free to join us to 
see what we’re all about 
without committing to 
coming every 
month.  We would love 
to see you there  
You might choose to 
rock the year by becom-
ing active with our Face-
book group and chatting 
with your colleagues 
from all over the state.  
This is a great way to 
grow your personal 
learning network when 

budgets are tight for 
training.  We would be 
happy to have you!   
 
However you choose to 
rock this winter season 
and upcoming New 
Year, CSD is happy to 
be by your side and sup-
port you as best we can.   
 
Warmest of Winter 
Wishes, 
Jessica Crutchley 
CSD President 
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 The Winter Pokey 

You put your right mitten in, 
You put your right mitten 
out, 
You put your right mitten in  
And you shake it all about. 
You do the winter pokey 
(shiver)  
And you turn yourself 
around. 
That’s what it’s all about! 
 
(continue with left mitten, 
right boot, left boot, long 
scarf, warm hat, snowsuit) 
 
From  theholidayzone.com CSD committee 

November 2014 

Noyes Library, Kensington, Maryland 

Hello from CSD! 

mailto:tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov
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CSD Presents 

School-Age Programming for Coding and Reluctant Boy Readers 

Southern Conference:  Monday, March 13, 2017, 12:30 pm-4 pm 

Charles County—West Waldorf Branch* 

OR 

Western Conference:  Monday, April 10, 2017, 12:30 pm—4 pm 

Washington County Free Library—Headquarters** 

Are you interested in what it takes to run a coding club at your library?  Are you looking 

for new ways to engage your reluctant readers?  Then this is the conference for you!  

Join CSD for a half-day training dedicated to our elementary-aged customers and the an-

nouncement of the 2017 Maryland Blue Crab Award Winners! 

Coding Decoded:  Starting Your Own Children’s Coding Club Based on a successful cod-

ing program in Washington County for 8-12 year olds, learn basic coding principles and 

skills through a hands-on workshop where you can explore two different free websites 

designed to teach children how to code.  There will also be a discussion of how to start a 

Children’s Coding Club at your own library or school.  This workshop is for anyone who 

has thought about offering their own coding program at their library but didn’t know how 

to get started. 

Tips and Tricks for Getting Boys Excited About Reading  Boys often face challenges 

when it comes to literacy, via slower brain development than girls and gender stereo-

types that view reading as “feminine”.  Additionally, methods to encourage boys to read 

often don’t take into account boys’ need for physical activity and the pivotal role of fami-

ly reading advocates.  This presentation will highlight the way that two public library pro-

grams—”Boys Read” and “Kids Explore” - have aimed to increase boys’ literacy through 

hands-on activities that take varied interests into account to make reading a fun experi-

ence. 

This program has been approved for 2.5 contact hours of continuing education. 

Registration deadlines: February 27th and March 27th 

Refunds cannot be issued after February 27th, March 27th 

*for Southern directions:  address is 10405 Odonnell Pl, Waldorf, MD 20603  

Register for Southern conference at:  

http://www.mdlib.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=3/13/2017%2012:30:00%20PM&eventi

d=20 

**for Western directions:  address is  100 S Potomac St, Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Register for Western conference at:  

http://www.mdlib.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/10/2017%2012:30:00%20PM&eventi

d=21 
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News from Around the State 

The Children’s Department at Alice Virginia and David W. Fletcher Branch of Washington County Free Li-
brary hosted their monthly STEM Night on December 7, 2016.This month’s focus was on forensics and 
DNA. Seventeen children and 15 adults attended the program. Children learned about DNA through a 
Strawberry DNA experiment, they worked together to mash strawberries, add in a dish soap, salt, and water 
solution, strain the mixture through coffee filters, and pour into glass test tubes. Finally, isopropyl alcohol 
was added on top of the filtered strawberry mixture to separate out the DNA. The DNA was then collected 
from the test tubes and placed on microscope slides. The children were able to look at the collected straw-
berry DNA samples under microscopes that were borrowed from our local community college – Hagerstown 
Community College. 

 

After we finished looking at the strawberry DNA, we learned about the four different 
blood types through a water/food dye experiment. We learned that there are four dif-
ferent types of blood: O, A, B, and AB. We represented each blood type with a differ-
ent color of water in a plastic cup. O was uncolored water, A was water dyed red, B 
was water dyed blue, and AB was water dyed red and blue to make purple. We then 
demonstrated what blood type could accept the others by taking a drop of that partic-
ular “blood” placing it on a coffee filter and then adding a drop of “blood” from a different cup on top of it to 
see if it would change colors. If the original “blood” drop changed colors, we learned that the “blood” could 
not accept the donor. If the original “blood” drop did not change colors, we learned that the “blood” could ac-
cept the donor. 

 

Finally, the children split up into three teams and received an envelope containing a sample of a fingerprint 
and lip print from four different librarians working in the library. They then went around to the librarians and 
collected another finger and lip print sample. When they had collected samples from all four librarians, they 
returned to the program room and worked together to match up the samples they collected with the ones 
that were in the envelope, to see if they could figure out which finger and lip print belonged to which librari-
an. They also tried to identify the different type of finger and lip print that the librarians have. 

 

The program wrapped up with a review of what DNA is and what forensics means. Our next STEM Night will 
be on January 4, 2017. We will be learning about different types of weather, and creating tornados, snow-
storms, and rain in bottles. We will also be exploring the weather all over the world through an interactive 
weather map. 

 

 Submitted by Adryana Billotti, Washington County Free Library 
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News from Around the State  

 

The second annual Maryland STEM Festival was held around the 

state from November 4-13 with the closing ceremony on November 

13 at the Thurmont Regional Library. Phil Rogofsky, STEM Festival 

director, spoke about the success of this year’s festival and an-

nounced that the 2017 STEM Festival will focus on the agricultural 

industry.  

Throughout the afternoon, participants enjoyed a variety of earth science-based activities. They 

created outdoor land art and explored natural artifacts under microscopes in the STEM lab. 

Catoctin Mountain Park brought animal pelts, Cunningham Falls State Park Scales and Tales had 

an owl and a tortoise, and the Department of Solid Waste taught families about best practices for 

recycling.  

Rounding out the ceremony were face painting, balloon twisting, Keyote from the Frederick Keys, 

and an officer and Stormtrooper from the 501
st
 legion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

       Exploring pelts from Catoctin Mountain Park 

Thurmont Regional Library Hosts Closing Ceremony of Maryland STEM Festival 
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Passive Program Ideas 

Can you help? 

 

Does your library do great passive programs for children and 
families? CSD is collecting ideas and examples, at all levels 
from the most super-simple to the most epic. Please share 
yours in our Facebook group  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/328451880670615/)  

or email to  

mlachildrens@gmail.com! 

For the CSD basket to be auctioned at MLA/DLA Annual 

Last year’s theme of great Maryland goodies was a success so we’ll keep that going.  If you’d 

like to donate a locally made edible, such as a box of Berger’s cookies, chocolate from your fa-

vorite local chocolate shop, etc, please send to Conni Strittmatter (strittmatter@hcplonline.org), 

Harford County Public Library, Administrative offices.  The brews were a hit last year but growl-

ers take up a lot of space so, if you want, just donate a bottle or two.  Other ideas: a gift card to 

your local crabcake restaurant especially if they ship around the state, $ donations toward all of 

the above can be sent to Conni as well.  Please get the items to Conni by April 10. 

 

 

Please share any great/fun happenings in your children’s department 

Your colleagues around the state would love to hear what’s happening in your library and we’d 
love to include your news/event/fun in this newsletter.  Send a few sentences or paragraphs to 
me, Sophia VanSchaick, at vanschaick@hcplonline.org or sophiav68@gmail.com.  Photos are 
wonderful too.  Deadlines are mid March, mid June, mid September, mid December. Thanks!   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/328451880670615/
mailto:mlachildrens@gmail.com


The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytell-ing, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with chil-dren and opportunities for professional development. 
 If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting!  

February 13, Howard County Library Central branch March 13, Charles County PL, Waldorf West branch, followed by Southern Conference April 10, Washington County FL, Hagerstown, followed by Western Conference Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

 

Editor:  Sophia VanSchaick, Harford CPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

Or sophiav68@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Newsletter Staff 

www.mdlib.org 

Do you “like” us yet? 

 

Save the Dates: 
Southern Conference  

March 13, 2017  
Waldorf West, Charles County 

or 

Western Conference 

 April 10, 2017 

Fletcher Branch, Washington 

County 

(same conference, 2 locations) 

 

Save the Dates: 
 

new location! 

 

MLA & DLA Joint Library  

Conference 

May 10-12, 2017 

Hyatt-Chesapeake,  

Cambridge, MD 

“Chart New Courses Together” 

 

What’s Coming Up? 

Back Page 

 

Have you seen these NEW titles for Winter? 

http://www.facebook.com/CSDmla

