
Happy New Year, Mary-
land Children's Librarians! 
2016 is upon us. Hopefully 
you're enjoying the brisk, 
Winter weather (finally!), 
getting excited about 
Spring programming, and 
gearing up for Summer 
Reading. The New Year is 
the perfect time to initiate 
change and make resolu-
tions - consider making a 
resolution related to chil-
dren's librarianship!  

  

Perhaps you’ll make one of 
your resolutions to add 
more STEM programming 
to your repertoire. You're in 
luck! This year, Southern 
conference, March 14th at 
the Charlotte Hall Library of 
SMRLA, and Western Con-
ference, April 11th at the 
Thurmont Branch of FCPL, 
feature trainings on STEM 
programming - Fairy Tale 
Engineering and STEM 
Stations. And at both of 
those conferences, you'll 
get to hear first-hand from 
CSD's Blue Crab Awards 
Committee which titles 
made the cut for the Blue 
Crab Award.  

  

Or maybe your resolution 
will be to become more 
involved in CSD itself - 
we'd love to have you! 

There are many ways to 
become involved. You can 
attend meetings - we meet 
once a month throughout 
the state - and network 
with other children's librari-
ans and plan statewide 
trainings. Every year, CSD 
seeks out librarians to join 
the Blue Crab committee 
where you’ll select the best 
beginning and transitional 
readers on behalf of Mary-
land. Check out the CSD 
page of the MLA website 
for more information on 
both of those. 

  

If driving across the state 
doesn't work in your sched-
ule, you can also meet with 
us virtually. In January, we 
enjoyed a successful meet-
ing online - stay tuned for 

upcoming virtual meeting 
dates. We're also increas-
ing our social networking 
presence. Feel free to par-
ticipate in conversations 
and share with others 
throughout the state 
through our Instagram, 
Twitter, and Facebook ac-
counts.  

  

Thanks for all you do for 
our youngest library cus-
tomers in Maryland and we 
hope to see you soon at 
upcoming CSD meetings, 

trainings, and beyond! 

 

Amanda Roberson, Presi-

dent of MLA’s Children’s 

Services Division 
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 SNOWMAN 

SURPRISE 
 
(to the tune of: “Row, 
Row, Row Your Boat”)  

Roll, roll, roll the 

snow,  

To just the per-

fect size.  

A nose, a mouth, 

and two black 

eyes –  

You made a 

snow surprise! 

 
From Preschoolco-
lonial.net  

CSD committee 

November 2014 

Noyes Library, Kensington, Maryland 

Hello from CSD! 
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News From Around the State 

CSD Workshop in Saint Mary’s and Frederick Counties 

Join CSD to explore new and exciting STEM programs and Stations for children with Fairy 
Tale Engineering and Making Science Exploration Fun! STEM Stations. Maryland Blue Crab 
2016 Award Winners will be announced as well.  

"What do the 3 Little Pigs, Rapunzel, the 3 Billy Goats Gruff, and Humpty Dumpty have in 
common?  They were all engineers!  In this workshop, participants will learn how to use the 6 
steps of engineering as a basic template for creating fun, problem-solving STEM classes for 
children around a wide range of favorite stories.  Then learn about creating STEM stations 
from Montgomery County staff. Learn how to design stations that offer informal and explorato-
ry learning based on science themed activities for children (ages 2-12) and their caregivers 
with limited resources.  

Registration by March 7, 2016 for MLA members is $45.00; for non-members is $68; and for 
students is $38. 

 2.5 CEUs are available for registrants who attend the entire conference. 

In order to register, please use the Registration form in Happenings, or go to the MLA website 
– www.mdlib.org - and click on Registration. 

Monday, March 14, SMRLA, Charlotte Hall library, St. Mary’s County   

Monday April 11, Thurmont library, Frederick County 

Schedule for the day: 

  

12:30-12:40 Registration, welcome, and announcements 

  

12:40-1:10 2015 MD Blue Crab Young Reader Award Announcement, Blue Crab Committee 
Co- Chairs 

  

1:10-1:25 Transition 

  

1:25-2:25 Fairy Tale Engineering: It’s a Process 

  

2:25 – 2:40 Break 

  

2:40-3:40 STEM Stations 

  

3:40-4:00 Wrap up and evaluations 

 

http://www.mdlib.org/


 

St. Mary's County Library was lucky enough to win one of the Curiosity Creates grants award-
ed by ALSC and Disney. To inspire the young people in our community to be curious and crea-
tive, we will be turning the month of January into JAMuary, and offering several music-based 
programs. We purchased 20 ukuleles to be used in the programs, and are bringing in several 
exciting professionals to present. "Pleased to Meet Uke!" is a beginner ukulele class, to be 
taught by teacher and musician Nani Lowery. Song writing workshops will be offered, one for 
ages 6-10 lead by music educator Nathan Earley, and one for ages 11-14 lead by author and 
musician Mary Amato. The festivities culminate with two Family Jam and Open Mic programs. 
We can't wait to share the joy of music with our library users throughout the whole month of 
JAMuary!    

    Submitted by Tess Goldwasser, St Mary’s County Public Library 
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Tess Goldwasser preparing for JAMuary 

JAMuary in St. Mary’s County! 
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S.T.E.M. Nights at Brooklyn branch, Enoch Pratt Free Library 

News From Around the State 

Did you know that there is an origami microscope? Neither did I, nor did the families at the Enoch Pratt Free 

Library’s Brooklyn Branch until this November! Thanks to Liz Sundermann at DLDS, we were lucky enough to 

get our hands on 6 Foldscopes (origami microscopes) earlier this year, and decided to make a family-based 

program built around them.  

After careful thinking and planning, we decided to do a three week family program that included the Fold-

scopes activity and a family meal!  We thought that this would be a great draw to the activity – as we are 

based in an urban setting where many families struggle financially. We attracted many great families who tru-

ly enjoyed each week of the program. Some of the kids preferred the first session where we folded the Fold-

scopes while others favored the  second week, where the families collected materials to build slides. The 

third and final session we were able to see all of our hard work when we projected our slides onto paper and 

traced the patterns. In fact, the participants liked it so much that they keep asking when the program will 

make another appearance!  We’re looking into exploring more opportunities to offer Family STEM Nights at 

Enoch Pratt Free Libraries! 

    Submitted by Stephanie Jarvais, Brooklyn Branch @EPFL, Children’s Librarian 

 

 

Carr family working 

on folding  

the Foldscopes! 
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Boys, Barbershops & Books! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Boys, Barbershops & Books program is new to Prince George’s County.  In an effort to 
shrink the achievement gap, the Prince George’s County Memorial Library System (PGCMLS) 
will be supplying strategically selected books, targeted for African American boys in Grades K-5, 
to five local barbershops.  The boys will be able to read the books during their visits to the bar-
bershops  The purpose of this initiative is to link the African American male barbershop experi-
ence with positive early literacy exposure. 
 
On average, reading for pleasure yielded a 14.4 percent advantage in vocabulary, a 9.9 percent 
advantage in math skills and an 8.6 percent advantage in spelling, based on a 2013 London 
University study.  The study also revealed that the habit of reading for pleasure had a greater 
impact than that of having at least one parent with a degree. 
 
This PGCMLS program is available at the following barbershops, serviced by the corresponding 
branch libraries: 
 
Barbershops   Branch Libraries 
Bawscow’s Barbershop  Fairmont Heights branch 
Drake’s Place II   Largo-Kettering branch 
Drake’s Unisex Salon  Greenbelt branch 
Joe’s Old Fashion Barber Shop Spauldings branch 
Majesty Barber and Hair Salon Hyattsville branch 
 
The Library will set up the display furniture and service the reading areas as needed.  The Boys, 
Barbershops & Books program is made possible by a grant from the Local Management Board, 
Child and Family Services Division of Prince George’s County. 
 
      Submitted by Rachel Zukowski, PGCMLS 

A New Library Outreach Program in Prince George’s County 
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Book Sharing 

The Whispering Skull by Jonathan Stroud 

 

For lovers of Harry Potter books looking for something new, Jonathan Stroud’s new series, Lockwood 
& Co. is a treasure!  Imagine Harry, Hermione and Ron starting their own psychic detective agency in a 
modern day London plagued with The Problem of malevolent ghosts of all sorts, but they are not wiz-
ards.  In this world we find Anthony Lockwood and his co-workers Lucy and George who have psychic 
talents to sense otherworldly beings.  They are young adults running their own independent agency 
going up against the well-established Fittes Agency, similar to Slitherin House.  There’s lots of paranor-
mal suspense as Lucy, George and Anthony recover the deadly Bone Mirror, stolen from Edmund Bick-
erstaff’s grave by whom?!  I listened to the book on e-audio format from Overdrive, very easily down-
loaded. If you enjoyed Jim Dale reading Harry Potter titles, you will not be disappointed with Katie Ly-
ons’ spectacular job narrating the book, giving unique qualities to every character, especially the 
Whispering Skull.  Always exciting and at times truly chilling, the audio book will keep you at the edge 
of your seat leaving you with an ending that will have you running to grab Book 3, The Hollow Boy, 
available now just in time for the holidays.  Highly Recommended.   

Submitted by Ann Kershner, Childrens’ Librarian, Aberdeen Branch, Harford County Public Library.      Dec. 2015 

 

 

Lockwood & Co. Book 2 

Los Angeles : Disney-Hyperion, ©2014 

 435 pages 

 

New York: Listening Library [2014] 

Audio Book narrated by Katie Lyons 

9 CD’s 11hours, 30 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

Also available as an e-book and e-audiobook through the Maryland Library Consortium. 



This excellent training was offered 
by Eastern Shore Regional Librar-
ies.  On December 7, they brought 
in from Minnesota Heidi Hammond 
and Gail Nordstrom who had 
served on the 2011 Caldecott 
committee (A sick day for Amos 
McGee).  Heidi and Gail shared 
various features of the best picture 
books of the fairly recent past, us-
ing terminology such as page 
turns, horizontal and vertical lines 
(did we all know that vertical lines 
in illustrations make us pause?), 
endpapers, gutters, color palettes, 
white space and other techniques 
that make a picture book a 
Caldecott candidate.  Their book 
Reading the art in Caldecott 

Award books will have even more 
information about what to notice 
and appreciate in picture books. 

In preparation for the afternoon 
discussion groups we read: 

Supertruck by Stephen Savage 
(Geisel Honor!) 

Last stop on Market Street by Matt 
de la Pena, illus by Christian Rob-
inson  (Newbery winner! And 
Caldecott honor!) 

Wait by Antoinette Portis 

Drowned city: Hurricane Katrina 
and New Orleans by Don Brown 

The night world by Mordecai Ger-
stein 

Boats for Papa by Jessixa Bagley 

The balloting results by discussion 
group: 

Group 1 (Natalie's group) winner: 
Wait by Antoinette Portis 

Group 2 (Julie's group) winner: 
Drowned city by Don Brown 

 

In both cases, those were the 
clear, no-contest winners.  The 
overall winner because of most 
2nd place votes was Drowned 
city! 

Thank you, Sam Eddington and 
ESRL, for a great training. 

 

Submitted by Sophia VanSchaick, 

Harford County Public Library 

Maryland Mock Caldecott, Denton, Caroline County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter fun in Baltimore County PL:  Disposable plate snow globes! 
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Make Your Own 

Snow Globes, and 

every day is a 

snow day. 

Supplies are on a ta-

ble in the Pikesville 

branch and children 

and adults are hav-

ing fun creating their 

snow globes and let-

ting them be on dis-

play in the library. 
Submitted by Karen Hoffman, 

BCPL Pikesville branch 



The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytell-ing, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with chil-dren and opportunities for professional development. 
 If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting!  

January 11, 2016—VIRTUAL!!! February 8—Admin Offices (Largo), PGCMLS March 14, SMRLA (Charlotte Hall) Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

Editor:   

Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Rachel Wright, Cecil County 

rwright@cccplnet.org 

 

 

Newsletter Staff 

Www.mdlib.orgWww.mdlib.org  

Do you “like” us yet? 
Save the Date: 

CSD workshop 

 

SMRLA, Charlotte Hall 

March 14, 12:30-4 pm 

 

Thurmont 

April 11, 1-4:30pm 
Register at www.mdlib.org 

Save the Dates: 
 

 

MLA/DLA 

 Joint Annual Conference, 

May 4-6, Ocean City, MD 
Libraries: Unlocking Potential 

 
 

 

What’s Coming Up? 

Find out news about CSD and participate in conversations about Children’s services around the state by 

following CSD on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! Search for these usernames to start following us: 

 

       Children’s Services Division of the Maryland Library Association    (Facebook) 

            @CSD_MLA  (Twitter) 

          csd_mla (Instagram) 

 

Want to see something shared on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram? Have any questions? Contact Conni 

Strittmatter at strittmatter@hcplonline.org. 

CSD and Social Media 

 

mailto:strittmatter@hcplonline.org
http://www.facebook.com/CSDmla
http://www.facebook.com/CSDmla

