
 
 

     Hope this Winter, 
2015 edition of CSD’s 
newsletter  finds you 
toasty warm and eager 
to start a brand new 
year.   
     Our mission in this 
new year continues to 
be one where we  
strive to  provide   
multiple opportunities 
for all library            
professionals working 
in service to children 
in Maryland to learn 
and grow                  
professionally, to be 
empowered to        
communicate  the    
value of libraries to 
children, their families, 
and stakeholders, to 
become leaders at both 
the local and state        
levels, and to build  
relationships with  
other library             
professionals. 
     So, if you’re ready to 
get started on a whole 
new year, so are we.              
     The first step you’ll 
want to take is to read 

this edition of our 
newsletter cover to 
cover, as it is filled 
with information on 
upcoming trainings, 
such as CSD’s first    
virtual opportunity, 
You Have a Great 
Idea, Now Get it            
Published!, as well as 
a sneak peek of the 
Southern/Western 
Conferences. 
     The next step is to 
like us on Facebook, 
an awesome online  
opportunity where we 
stay connected and 
keep the conversation 
going  beyond        
meetings, as well as to 
start new ones.   

     And, finally, please 
consider attending one 
of our CSD meetings 
on the 2nd Monday of 
each month 10-12:30.  
All are invited to      
attend, and it is one of 
the best ways to         
become more involved 
in children’s services in 
the state of MD.  All 
are welcome-so be sure 
to bring a coworker! 
Meeting locations can 
be found on the last 
page.  
     Hope to see you 
soon!   
Rachel Wright,                           
President, CSD 
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I’m a little snowman   

(tune of I’m a little tea-

pot) 
 

I’m a little snowman 

short and fat. 

Here is  my scarf and 

here is my hat. 

When the snow is fall-

ing come and play. 

Sun comes up, I melt 

away. 

 

CSD committee,   November, 2014 

Noyes Library, Montgomery County Public Libraries 

Happy New Year from CSD! 

mailto:tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov
http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/
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News From Around the State 

CSD presents 

A Virtual Training 
 

You have a Great Idea!  Now get it published! 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015 

2—3 pm 

Platform:  Blackboard 

Do you want to write a book or article but don't know where to start? In 

this 1-hour webinar, three published authors of resource books and    

articles for children's librarians will share the ins and outs of getting 

published in journals such as School Library Journal and with         

publishers such as ALA Editions and Libraries Unlimited. Learn about 

the publishing opportunities that are out there for you, what you’ll need 

to include in your proposal, and how to get from idea to proposal. Join 

us and jumpstart your publishing career! 

 

Presenters:  

Betsy Diamant-Cohen, Mother Goose on the Loose 

Julie Dietzel-Glair, consultant and author 

Kathy MacMillan, consultant and author 

 

Registration info:  https://www.mdlib.org/happenings/register.asp 

MLA members $15, non members $23, students $13 

1 contact hour awarded 

 

 



From Joseph Thompson, Harford County Public Library, Public Services Administrator:  

 

“There was a GREAT story on NPR about the role that public libraries are playing in 

support of early literacy - and specifically Every Child Ready to Read. Big kudos to  

Dorothy Stoltz and our friends at Carroll County Public Library for getting this message 

out.” 

 
"Talk, sing, read, write and play. That is doable for every parent no matter 
how busy you are." 
 
- Dorothy Stoltz, Programming & Outreach, Carroll County Public Library” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See and hear the full piece at: 

Talk, Sing, Read, Write, Play: How Libraries Reach Kids Before They Can Read 

 

http://www.npr.org/2014/12/30/373783189/talk-sing-read-write-play-how-

libraries-reach-kids-before-they-can-read      

MLA-DLA 5th Annual Conference 

Boldly Go… Where No Library Has Gone Before 

May 6-8, 2015 

Clarion Hotel, Ocean City, MD 

We expect registration to open in late January.    

Check the website: http://www.mdlib.org/conference/default.asp 

 

http://www.npr.org/2014/12/30/373783189/talk-sing-read-write-play-how-libraries-reach-kids-before-they-can-read
http://www.npr.org/2014/12/30/373783189/talk-sing-read-write-play-how-libraries-reach-kids-before-they-can-read
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Harford County teaches the 4 Rs   

The Harford County Office of Sustainability and the Harford County Recycling 

Office pursued a partnership with Harford County Public Library to teach    

children the “Four Rs.” A series of hands-on programs for children in             

kindergarten through fifth grade was developed with Cindy Scarpola, children’s 

librarian. These programs were first offered at the Abingdon Branch’s Explorer 

Club. At each session the children learned about one of the “Four Rs.” 

For “REDUCE” in September, “Eat Me First” refrigerator boxes were made 

from discarded back-to-school shoeboxes.  

Participants learned to “REUSE” in October as they created scarecrows from 

unwanted clothing.  

“RECYCLE” was held during the week of America Recycles Day. At this event 

the children created sculptures from household recycling. 

In the final part of the series,“RETHINK,” birdfeeders were crafted from empty 

milk jugs and soda bottles in December. 

The Explorer Club meets once a month at the Abingdon branch on the Harford 

County Public School early dismissal days. Many homeschooled students attend 

as well. The program draws an audience of about twenty children with many  

repeat attendees. The presenters, Marlana McKenna and Melissa Filiaggi, plan 

to offer the “Four Rs” program at all HCPL branches.   

Submitted by Cindy Scarpola, Harford Co. Public Library 

 REDUCE     REUSE      RECYCLE 

   RETHINK 
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From the digital world 

In October 2014, Western Maryland Regional Library hosted two workshops pre-

sented by Cen Campbell and Betsy Diamant-Cohen –Transforming Preschool 

Storytime: Plugged and Unplugged and New Media Storytime – held at the 

impressive, newly-remodeled, Washington County Free Library’s Alice Virginia and 

David W. Fletcher Branch in charming downtown Hagerstown.  Participants from 

around the state engaged in thought-provoking activities and  discussions, and also 

had a chance to share resources.   

I was introduced to dozens of new apps and ebooks, including an enhanced ebook 

called It Was a Cold Dark Night.  The author is Tim Hopgood (Wow Said the Owl), 

and the producer/publisher is Collins Big Cat, who also publishes books.   

The interactive book features Hopgood's cute, quiet, repetitive story about       

woodland creatures, animal homes, and hibernation. The illustrations are lovely, 

which is no surprise since Hopgood's been winning awards for his art for 

years.  The audio, video, and animations are of simple yet well done quality.  A user 

can read the story by him/herself, have it read aloud, or record a voice to read the 

story. Words are highlighted as they are read for print and phonological awareness, 

and there is a little quiz at the end of the story with three questions for comprehen-

sion.  Hints throughout the pages point out places to tap for a sweet  surprise, such 

as leaves that rustle or stars that appear in the night sky.    

I understand the print version of the book included a map at the end of the story, 

something I'm sorry they left out of the ebook. What takes this ebook over the top is 

the story creator.  It is much more elaborate than others I've seen -- potential for 

hours of  of narrative skill building!  I encourage you to check out It was a Cold 

Dark Night, and other ebooks in the Collins Big Cat series.  They are all free and 

available on iTunes.  Submitted by Jessica Cleaver, Harford Co. Public Library 



    The Southern/Western               
Conferences will be offered on 
March 9th (Charlotte Hall,    
St. Mary’s Co.) and April 13th 
(Thurmont, Frederick Co.)  
Registration is not yet          
available, but as soon as it is, 
we will let you know via       
Facebook, CSD meetings, and 
marylib.  Registration            
information will also be      
available in the next edition of 
Headlines and Happenings, 
and you can always check the 
Merlin calendar at 
www.merlincommunity.org.  

     For now, though, simply 
mark your calendars and save 

the date, as you will not want to 
miss it! 

     Though we can’t say much, 
yet, participants will be 
amongst the first to find out 
this year’s winners of the MD 
Blue Crab Young Reader 
Award.  This award, established 
in 2004, seeks to honor the best 
in beginning and transitional 
fiction and non-fiction for    
children.  Past winners have  
included The Watermelon Seed, by 
Greg Pizzoli, The Three Ninja Pigs 
by Corey Rosen Schwartz, and 
many more.  All of the past  
winners can be found at http://
www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/

blue.asp.  So, be sure to check 
out our past winners in           
anticipation of this year’s       
announcement. 

     The remainder of the session 
will be spent on making       
connections between early     
literacy and early childhood  
development.  That’s all we can 
say for now, but trust us, you 
will want to be there.  Again, 
those dates are Mon., March 
9th and Mon., April 13th and 
both follow regularly scheduled 
CSD meetings.  Do not miss this          
opportunity to attend a meeting 
and an awesome training all in 
the same day. 

Sneak Peek—Southern/Western Conferences 

a nuisance, so it became          
necessary to trap them to keep 
them from wreaking havoc.   

Participants were charged 
with using standard        
household materials to          
engineer a trap.  Peppermint 
candy bait was used to lure 
the ‘gingerbread beings,’ and       

Gingerbread Engineering 
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Families in Cecil County         
recently participated in a     
gingerbread program with a 
twist. 

Apparently, ‘gingerbread      
beings,’ who are quite          
mischievous, were becoming                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

librarians were delighted with 
the ingenuity displayed by the 
children and their families.  
One child went so far as to   
design a ‘gingerbread being’  
decoy to doubly trick the    
‘gingerbread being’ into his 
trampoline-like trap.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Li-brary Association promotes library services, storytelling,   reading, book appreciation, librarianship with children and opportunities for professional development. 
 

Upcoming Meetings-All are Welcome! 
 

January 12, 2015  Denton, Caroline Co (1-3:30)  following Mock Newbery 
 

February 9, 2015  Woodlawn, Baltimore Co. (10-12:30)  (Includes a tour of Storyville) 
 

March 9, 2015 Charlotte Hall, St. Mary’s Co. (10-12) followed by the Southern Conference 12:30-4. 
 

April 13, 2015  Thurmont, Frederick Co. (10-12) followed by the Western Conference 12:30-4. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

 

Editor:  Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Irva Gabin-Nachlas 

ibgabin@gmail.com 

 

 

Newsletter Staff 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/  

       
Save the Date: 

MLA CSD presents 

Southern Conference 

 

Monday, March 9th 

12:30-4 pm 

@ Charlotte Hall,      

St. Mary’s Co. 
 

What’s Coming Up? 

Book Based Movies: Are any of these on your watchlist? 

Save the Date: 

MLA CSD presents 

Western Conference 

 

Monday, April 13th 

12:30-4 pm 

@ Thurmont branch,      

Frederick Co. 
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