**Heyman, Anita. Gretchen the Bicycle Dog.
Dutton, 2003.
Fall in love with Gretchen the bicycle dog, who,
after a spinal injury, learns how to savor life and
win friends despite her disability. The story is
presented in a scrapbook format with fantastic
photographs that capture Gretchen’s pure joy.
Sure to win over even the most reluctant readers
and leave us all with HOPE!

Winner, Transitional Nonfiction:

**Pennypacker, Sara. Stuart Goes to School.
Orchard Books, 2003.
Stuart is worried about starting the third grade
but, with the help of his magical cape, wonderful
adventures are sure to follow. This sequel to
Stuart’s Cape, full of zany humor and quirky line
drawings, will help children conquer their own
fears of common childhood experiences.

Winner, Transitional Fiction:
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**Ahlberg, Allan. The Cat Who Got Carried Away.
Candlewick Press, 2003.
Many mysterious and humorous events take place in
this third book about the Gaskitt family. Bright watercolor and crayon illustrations accompany the text and
move the fun adventure to a surprising end.
Cowley, Joy. Agapanthus Hum and the Angel Hoot.
Philomel, 2003.
Now that quirky Agapanthus Hum has lost her front
tooth, she can make an “angel hoot”, and a hoot-andhowl act with her dog, Major Bark, ensues. Cowley
brings a unique literary style to this transitional
reader, and Jennifer Plecas’ joyful color illustrations
complement the zany text.
**Hopkinson, Deborah. Our Kansas Home.
Aladdin Paperbacks, 2003.
When Papa has to go into hiding because of his antislavery views, 9-year-old Charlie must take care of
Momma, his sisters and baby brother during a violent
time in the Kansas territory of the 1850s. Based on
actual events, this 3rd book in the Prairie Skies series
gives readers a true picture of pioneer life.
**Howe, James. Bud Barkin, Private Eye.
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2003.
Writing a book is hard work, especially if you’re a dog.
Howie is determined to write a mystery worthy of the
“Newbony Award.” This hysterical book switches
between Howie’s writing journal and his book, and is
perfect for a reader beginning to understand similes.
**Levy, Elizabeth. The Mystery of Too Many Elvises.
Aladdin Paperbacks, 2003.
For a school pet talent show, Fletcher, the basset
hound in Elvis costume, prepares to shake his hips
like the King himself. When his wig disappears,
Fletcher and his flea friend Jasper must find the
animal thief in this funny, fast-moving mystery.
**McKissack, Patricia. Tippy Lemmey. Aladdin,
2003.
In 1951 Tennessee, Leandra and her friends’ biggest
worry is a neighborhood dog, Tippy Lemmey, who
chases their bicycles. When they see dognappers steal
Tippy, they have to make a choice. The believable
characters and suspenseful fast-paced plot are just
right for new chapter book readers. Black and white
illustrations depict these African American characters.

Fiction:
Park, Barbara. Junie B., First Grader: Cheater Pants.
Random House, 2003.
Junie B. thinks she knows what it means to be a
“Cheater Pants”. But is copying homework or accepting
help on a test really cheating, or just borrowing? The
author presents the ethical issues around cheating
without ever becoming heavy-handed. With lots of humor, this story portrays children and adults realistically,
and comic illustrations add just the right touch.
**Proimos, James. Johnny Mutton, He’s So Him!
Harcourt, Inc., 2003.
In a series of zany episodes, Johnny Mutton, a sheep in
human clothing, plans an unusual birthday party for his
best friend, creates a “dreamy” invention for the science
fair, and challenges his mother to a staring contest. This
graphic novel for beginning chapter book readers is a
funny and visually attractive collection of adventures
that will appeal to a variety of young readers, especially
fans of Dav Pilkey’s Captain Underpants series.
**Scieszka, Jon. Me Oh Maya. Viking, 2003.
Sam, Joe and Fred, the “Time Warp Trio” are whisked
away from their basketball game in Brooklyn, back a
thousand years in time to Chichen Itza, where they must
play the Mayan ball game against the High Priest, for
very high stakes – their lives. High adventure, laced with
comical puns and derring-do, will lure even the most
reluctant transitional readers. As a bonus, this fastpaced time-travel story includes lots of real information
about the Mayans.
**Stanley, George Edward. Adam Sharp: Swimming
With Sharks. Random House, 2003.
Move over James Bond; here comes Adam Sharp! With
help from Kay Largo, IM-8 special agent Adam attempts
to defeat General Menace. Occasional color
illustrations and witty plays on words make this an
entertaining book for both children and their parents.
Voigt, Cynthia. The Rosie Stories. Holiday House,
2003.
“In the morning, Rosie had breakfast.” But first she had
to wait – and Rosie the dog is not patient. This JackRussell-terrier’s-eye view of the world sings with its own
particular brand of humor, and color illustrations by
Cat Bowman Smith capture Rosie’s frenetic energy.

**Starred titles are especially appropriate for older reluctant readers.
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**Kendell, Patricia. Leopards.
Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 2003.
Wonderful photographs of leopards in the wild with clear
accompanying text and fascinating leopard facts make this
a very appealing transitional reader book. Includes pages
directing readers to additional resources, and a glossary.

**Holub, Joan. Why Do Horses Neigh?
Dial Books for Young Readers, 2003.
Using an easy-to-read question and answer format, this
nonfiction book contains information about the behavior
and characteristics of horses. Photographs and diagrams
complement the written facts.

An illustrated collection of four fact-based stories from
across the United States that feature ghosts, a haunted
painting and skeletons. A beginning note explains to
young readers the difference between history and legend.

**Haskins, Lori. Spooky America: Four Real Ghost
Stories. Random House, 2003.

**Burke, Rick. George Washington. Heinemann, 2003.
This is a wonderfully written and interesting introduction
to the first leader of our nation. The format includes a
table of contents, color photographs and paintings, time
line, glossary, index, places to visit, and more to read. Sure
to please students and teachers alike.

**Burke, Rick. Deborah Sampson. Heinemann, 2003.
A lively, straightforward account of the life of Deborah
Sampson, a woman who served in the Continental Army
during the American Revolution by disguising herself as a
man. This highly readable biography with eye-catching
photos thoroughly engages the reader from the surprise
beginning to the many carefully researched facts presented
on each page. Added features include captioned
illustrations, a clear timeline and glossary, and suggestions
for further reading and appropriate places to visit.

Nonfiction:
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