
Greetings Library  

Superheroes!  

      I am Amanda Roberson, 
and I am the 2015-2016 
CSD President and the  
Coordinator of Children 
and Teen Services in     
Harford County. 

      As everyone is gearing 
up and kicking off Summer 
Reading, we at CSD are 
getting ready for the start 
of another great year.  I 
am excited to start my 
term as CSD President this 
month and am thrilled to 
welcome our new Vice 
President, Jessica Brown, 
Children’s Services Coordi-
nator, Enoch Pratt and our 
new Secretary, Jessica 
Crutchley, Storyville Coor-
dinator.  I want to thank 
Rachel Wright, Past Presi-
dent and Irva Nachlas-
Gabin, outgoing Secretary 
for their wonderful service 
to the division and the 
amazing job they did to 
provide CSD with the best 
possible programs and 
professional connections.  

        As the leadership of 
the division we are       

committed to ensuring CSD 
sponsored programs are 
well-organized, timely and 
represent the needs of the 
division membership. We 
hope this year will be a 
year of inspiring change in 
CSD.  This year we are 
looking at program        
locations, opportunities for 
online programs and new 
ways to reach out to our 
members and possible 
new members.  

        There are plenty of 
exciting upcoming         
programs to participate in, 
including, The Black Eyed 
Susan Tapestry in          
September and Kids Are 
Customers, Too in          

October.  Registration is 
open now for BEST and 
keep an eye out for a new 
location for Kids are      
Customers! 

        CSD meets each 
month at locations around 
the State, if you have not 
been to a meeting recently 
I would like to invite you to 
come to one of our up-
coming meetings.    
Attending CSD meeting 
allows you to be part of 
the planning and direction 
of the division, meet     
others in Children’s       
services and get great   
program and outreach  
ideas.  Come and check it 
out! 
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Up, Up and Away! 
 

Put your hands way up 
high 
Like Superkid up in the 
sky! 
Fly to the left, now fly to 
the right! 
Now show me your mus-
cles with all of your might! 
Now Superkid’s putting 
her suit away. 
So she can go flying anoth-
er  day. 
 
From Sunflower Storytime 

CSD committee 

November 2014 

Noyes Library, Kensington, Maryland 

Hello from CSD! 

mailto:tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov


 

The Prince George's County Memorial Library System hosted Mine-

craftEdu programs at several of their libraries this year with a license 

from DLDS. The New Carrollton Branch was lucky to have a weekly 

program for elementary students in the branch's computer lab where 

they had an hour to complete a challenge, working alone or in groups. 

The structures they built this spring included pyramids, snow forts, 

roller coasters, water slides, mazes, tree houses and bridges. 
Submitted by Marcy Richardson 

Screen shots of a couple of the kids’ creations  
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Prince George's County Memorial Library Builds Fun with MinecraftEdu 
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Books for the Beast 

When: 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 

8:30 a.m. 

Where: 

Roland Park Country School 
5204 Roland Avenue 
Baltimore, MD.  21210 
Map & Directions  

  

Contact: 

General Conference Info: 
beast@prattlibrary.org or 
D. Taylor or M. DeGross 

410-396-5356 (fax) 410-396-1095 

Teen Readers, contact Jennifer Ralston: 
Ralston@HCPLonline.org 
410-273-5600 ext. 2273 

 

For more information and to participate in online discussion of the event, please visit Books for 
the Beast on Facebook 

2015 Young Adult Literature Conference 

Enoch Pratt Free Library sponsors the 13th Margaret Edwards Day 

Keynote Speaker: Jennifer Donnelly, author of the 
Printz Honor Book, A Northern Light and The Waterfire 
Saga 

Afternoon presenters: 
Gareth Hinds - graphic novelist of Macbeth 

Tonya Bolden - author, Capital Days 

 

Small discussion groups  

Young adult reading lists 

“Beast” items for sale 

Teen readers welcome at no charge! 

5 Contact hours for CEU credit 

http://www.prattlibrary.org/beast/ 

http://www.prattlibrary.org/home/beastie.aspx?id=11078
mailto:beast@prattlibrary.org/beast?subject=Book%20for%20the%20Beast%202015
mailto:Ralston@HCPLonline.org?subject=Book%20for%20the%20Beast%202015
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Books-for-the-Beast/88319893820
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Books-for-the-Beast/88319893820
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Books-for-the-Beast/88319893820
http://www.prattlibrary.org/beast


 

 

Every Hero Has a Story, blasted-off in 

Cecil County on Saturday, June 6th 

where all branches hosted a variety of           

hero related activities for children of 

all ages. 

Costume contests, superhero masks 

and capes,  arts and crafts, and real-

life superheroes all came together to 

celebrate the beginning of summer 

reading. 

 

 

Summer Reading Blasts-Off in Cecil County 
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Maryland Blue Crab Young Reader Award 

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maryland Blue Crab Young Reader Award was created in 2004 in an attempt to stimulate 
interest in books for the beginning reader and the emergent independent reader. At that 
time, there were few books produced in this niche, and it was hoped that an award that 
could garner national attention would encourage authors, illustrators and publishers to pro-
duce better quality books in this niche. 

Since the inception of this committee for the Maryland Library Association (MLA), other or-
ganizations have begun to offer beginning reader awards as well. For example, the American 
Library Association (ALA) established the Geisel award in 2004 in response to this need in 
children's publishing. 

Have you read a recently published (2015) title that you think should be considered for the 
award?  Send the title to our current chairperson, Shirley O’Neill at 
shirley.oneill@hclibrary.org or go to http://www.mdlib.org/content.asp?contentid=283 

Read more about the Blue Crab award including the criteria for consideration at  
http://www.mdlib.org/content.asp?contentid=195 

mailto:shirley.oneill@hclibrary.org
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BCPL’s Reading Buddies  

News From Around the State 

 
In February 2015, the Parkville branch launched its Reading Buddies program. This program pairs teen volun-
teers (aged 14-19) with a student in elementary school who needs extra support in learning to read. We be-
gan with a small group of six volunteers and six “junior buddies.” The volunteers all had prior experience as 
Summer Reading Club volunteers, which was helpful. (In fact, it was SRC volunteers who asked if they could 
spend time reading with children in the branch that gave us the idea for this program.) 
 
A number of public libraries and schools offer similar programs. We found a ready-to-use template for our 
program from an organization called Classroom Connections, affiliated with Frontier College in Canada. After 
requesting their resource packets, we downloaded them and customized them to fit our needs. The Class-
room Connections resource packets (available by download at http://www.classroomconnections.ca/en/
readingbuddies.php) include training scripts and handouts, suggested activities, application forms for volun-
teers and junior buddies, and more.  
 
We meshed the SRC volunteer application with the application template from Classroom Connections to cre-
ate the volunteer application, in consultation with HR, and also created an application for the junior buddies 
based on a template from Classroom Connections. 
 
We worked with our local middle and high schools and contacted last year’s Summer Reading volunteers to 

recruit volunteers. To recruit developing readers, we contacted our local elementary schools. In our first ses-
sion, we received significantly more applications and inquiries from younger buddies than we did from pro-
spective volunteers, so we accepted junior buddy applications on a first come, first served basis. (In beginning 
the program, we intended to limit the group to ten buddy pairs.) 
 
We held a volunteer orientation and training one evening in early February and launched the program shortly 

thereafter. We did have several weather disruptions, school events, and doctor’s appointments, but we gave 
our participants the flexibility to reschedule with each other when they needed to do so.  
 
We wrapped up our first session the first week of May and celebrated with a party for the participants. Our 
local Chik-Fil-A kindly donated coupons for volunteers and participants, and we made certificates of apprecia-
tion and purchased some small goodies for each participant. The program was very successful and it’s been 

wonderful to see the excitement among the participants and to receive positive feedback from parents about 
how much their students have grown to enjoy reading. 
 
If other branches are interested in starting a Reading Buddies program, you are welcome to contact Erin 
Chrvala (echrvala@bcpl.net) or Eileen Kuhl (ekuhl@bcpl.net); we’ll happily share our information with you.   

http://www.classroomconnections.ca/en/readingbuddies.php
http://www.classroomconnections.ca/en/readingbuddies.php
mailto:echrvala@bcpl.net
mailto:ekuhl@bcpl.net


Summer is a great time for Ice 
Cream, and CSD offered up a col-
lection of cool goodies in the  CSD 
Silent Auction basket at the MLA/
DLA Joint Conference in May. 

The basket held bowls, spoons, 
napkins, an ice cream maker,  a 
scoop, and a variety of yummy 
toppings.  Ben & Jerry’s and Tur-
key Hill provided gift certificates 
for ice cream. 

 (The winning bid was $110!) 

 

 

 

Special Thanks to all who donated 
to the Basket: 

Jessica Crutchley - Baltimore County 
Public Library 

Karen Hoffman - Baltimore County 
Public Library 

Leah Kulikowski - St. Mary’s Library 

Amanda Roberson - Harford County 
Public Library 

Kim Preis - Baltimore County Public 
Library 

Irva Nachlas-Gabin - retired, Howard 
County Library 

 

Jodie Berson – Pampered Chef 
representative 

Roger Gabin 

Turkey Hill Ice Cream 

Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream 

 

Ice cream basket a hit at Annual Conference silent auction! 

FACILITATORS NEEDED FOR DISCUSSION 

GROUPS FOR: 

 

--  Picture Books 

--  Graphic Novels 

--  Grades 4-6 

--  Grades  6-9 

--  High School 

Contact Eileen Kuhl at Baltimore County Public 

Library  at ekuhl@bcpl.net. 
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The 2015 Black Eyed Susan Tapestry 
 

When:  Saturday, September 19, 2015 - 9am - 4pm 

Where: Carroll Community College in Westminster 

 
The Black Eyed Susan award is a Children's Choice award.  

In this workshop, you get the chance to discuss and examine the 
nominees for 2015. 

 

This year's BEST  will feature children’s author, Priscilla Cummings.  

 

Paula Wiley (Baltimore County) and Tess Goldwasser (Saint 
Mary's) will highlight exceptional picture and juvenile books.  

 

For more information, reading list, and registration, see the latest 
issue of Happenings on the MLA website:  www.mdlib.org 
 

 

mailto:ekuhl@bcpl.net
http://www.mdlib.org/


The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytell-ing, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with chil-dren and opportunities for professional development. 
 If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting!  

July 13, NEW LOCATION, Abingdon, Harford County August 10, Urbana, Frederick County September 21, REVISED DATE, Location TBA Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

Editor:  Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Irva Nachlas-Gabin, retired 

Howard County Library 

ibgabin@gmail.com 

 
Rachel Wright, Cecil County PL, 

rwright@ccplnet.org 

 

Newsletter Staff 

www.mdlib.orgwww.mdlib.org  

Do you “like” us yet? 
Save the Date: 

 

Black Eyed Susan  

Tapestry 

(BEST) 
Carroll Community College 

 
Saturday, September 19   

9:00am-4pm 

 

Save the Date: 
 

Kids Are Customers, 

Too! 

Owings Mills branch, 

BCPL 

  
Thursday, October 15  

8:30am-4:15pm 

What’s Coming Up? 

Harford County loves (super)heroes! 

 

http://www.facebook.com/CSDmla

