
 

Summer Sun 

 

The summer sun is hot, 

hot, hot! 

(fan with hand) 

The wind is still, still, 

still. 

(finger to lips) 

Would you like to go for 

a swim? 

(pretend to swim) 

Yes, I think I will 

(nod head) 

Library Association homepage 

or on Facebook. We look for-

ward to meeting you! 

 

Eileen Kuhl 
Librarian 

Baltimore County Public Library  
 

To see CSD meeting minutes, check the website! 
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CSD Officers 

2011-2012 

Eileen Kuhl, President 

Baltimore Co. Public Library 

ekuhl@bcpl.net  

Susan Modak, Vice President 

Montgomery Co. Public Library 

Susan.Modak@montgomerycou

ntymd.gov 

Karen Hoffman, Secretary 

Baltimore Co. Public Library 

khoffman@bcpl.net  

Carol Dean, Past President 

Anne Arundel Co. Public Li-

brary 

cdean@aacpl.net  

http://www.mdlib.org/

divisions/csd/ 

CSD at Noyes Library, MCPL  

 

The Thumb in the 

Box  

by Ken Roberts 

 

The little town of 

New Auckland, 

British Columbia, 

Canada (pop. 143) 

is a row of houses 

between the moun-

tains and the ocean – no vehicles, no 

roads.  After organizing a bucket 

brigade to put out a fire, the towns-

people realize that they need a water 

pump.  They write to their local poli-

tician who assures them that he is 

sending them just what they need – 

a fire truck! 

 

What to do with the gift and how 

Leon, who has the solution, becomes 

Thumb is the rest of the story.  

Thumb on a Diamond is about New 

Auckland and baseball and Thumb 

and the Bad Guys – well, you can 

guess.    

4th grade, 5th grade reluctant readers 

 

 

 

Book reviews by Sophia VanSchaick,  

Hello!    I am the new presi-

dent of the Children’s Services 

Division of MLA, Eileen Kuhl.  

 

The Children's Services Divi-

sion (CSD) of the Maryland 

Library Association provides 

librarians the opportunity to 

attend educational programs 

and workshops to improve 

skills, discuss innovative and 

interesting topics and have 

fun. We hold monthly meet-

ings at libraries throughout 

the state and every year CSD 

sponsors the popular Kids are 

Customers Too Workshop.   

 

This year the workshop will 

feature two authors on Octo-

ber 20, Melissa Thomson 

(Keena Ford series) and Susan 

Stockdale (Bring on the Birds) 

as well as information about a 

Maryland reader’s advisory 

blog and ways to create re-

markable crafts from recycled 

material.   

 

Come join us for a meeting or 

visit our page on the Maryland 

Hello from CSD! 

Book Reviews 
Fantasy Base-

ball  

by Alan Gratz 

 

Alex wakes up in 

Ever After to find 

himself playing 

baseball for the Oz 

Cyclones.  Dorothy 

is team captain  and they’re in a 

tournament trying to win a wish 

granted by the Wizard.  If the 

Cyclones win, they’ll wish to 

never be forgotten—residents of 

Ever After disappear if kids in 

the real world stop believing in 

them. 

 

While much of the story is fun 

and games (though making an 

enemy of the Big Bad Wolf is 

pretty scary), at times Alex can 

hear conversations that make 

him believe that he is really in a 

hospital.  The interweaving of 

characters from children’s litera-

ture is wonderfully done and 

there is just endless fun in iden-

tifying the various characters, 

objects and places.   

4th to 5th grades. 

Soccer 

Hour  

by Carol 

Nevius 

 

―Soccer is a 

global game.‖  So says Carol 

Nevius’s in her new picture 

book, which makes it a great fit 

for this year’s SRC theme!  We 

see boys and girls practicing 

from many perspectives in 

preparation for their Saturday 

game.  Almost the only colors 

in the large sepia drawings 

come from the brightly pat-

terned soccer balls. 

 

 

The Library 

Gingerbread 

Man  

by Dotti Enderle 

 

Racing through 

the Dewey Deci-

mal system, the 

gingerbread man runs away 

from the librarian, a Word 

Wizard, a giraffe, a robot, and 

others.  But can he escape the 

cunning arctic fox from the 

998s?   
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Prince George’s County… 

Signs up EVERYONE! 
 

The New Carrollton branch has decided 

to sign up as many men, women, and 

children as possible for summer read-

ing!  It all started at a branch man-

ager's meeting where it was announced 

that branches with the largest increase 

in percentage of sign-ups would win an 

ice cream social or a pizza party.   

 

Ruth Enlow Library in Garrett 

County... 

Rings in the school year! 
 

Garrett County’s Oakland Li-

brary will host a Kindergarten 

Social.  This is a special story-

time for all children entering 

kindergarten.  We’ll read stories 

about kindergarten, craft school 

buses from egg cartons, and raf-

fle off Scholastic books about 

kindergarten. 

 

Some other ideas (which may or 

may not come to fruition this year)

include taking a short ride on a 

school bus and offering a question-

and-answer session from 

"experienced kindergart-

ners" (children entering first 

grade). 

 
On Monday, August 22 at 7:00 PM 

 
(Keela N. Pfaff, Ruth Enlow Li-

brary of Garrett County) 

Harford County… 

Decorates for the Summer 

Reading Club! 

News from around the state 
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At our next summer reading meeting, my 

branch manager and I announced the 

competition.  Every staff member has 

been enthusiastically signing up our cus-

tomers, and we've been having a good 

time doing it.   

Currently, our statistics surpass even 

our biggest, busiest branch and we are so 

excited!  With a little help from one of 

our associate directors, we are upping 

the ante and will have a catered dinner 

for all our staff members when we 

win.  The best part of 

all this is the librari-

ans and circulation 

staff working as one 

big team with a com-

mon goal! 
 

(Kathy Kir-

choefer, 

PGCMLS) 

This World Café leads to an activity 

center with multicultural food, puzzles 

and flannelboard people in native cos-

tumes.  

Pictures from Melissa 

Harrah, HCPL 

http://www.relib.net/branches/index.asp?branchID=28
http://www.relib.net/branches/index.asp?branchID=28


What are you reading these days?  

Have you read anything that you 

think should be nominated for a 

Newbery?   

 

Don’t forget that Maryland’s East-

ern Shore Regional Library will be 

hosting another Mock Newbery this 

January.  Get a jump start on your 

reading list by keeping up with 

what’s hot.   

 

If you have a title you’d like to sug-

gest for the program, email Rachael 

Vilmar @ rachael@esrl.org.  If you’d 

like to start discussing these books 

now, take a look at the message 

boards. 

 

These are some books generating 

Newbery buzz.  Why don’t you log 

on to the Eastern Shore’s Mock 

Newbery site and share your opin-

ions? 

What are YOUR mid-year picks? 

Cool Links 
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SlimeKids is great for elementary 

and middle school-aged kids.  It’s 

got tons of book trailers, reviews, 

educational games, and more.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are your younger patrons looking for 

something fun to do online?  Why 

don’t you tell them to ―Build Your 

Wild Self‖ and see what they come up 

with.   

 

 

You probably THINK you’ve seen a lot 

online, but have you seen The Yucki-

est Site on the Internet?    There are 

many, many yucky things to learn 

here.  What’s worse, eye gunk or 

roaches? 

What’s going on with these two covers?  Very suspicious... 

https://sites.google.com/site/marylandmocknewbery/
http://groups.google.com/group/maryland-mock-newbery/topics?pli=1
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http://blog.schoollibraryjournal.com/afuse8production/2011/06/28/review-of-the-day-breadcrumbs-by-anne-ursu/
http://blog.schoollibraryjournal.com/afuse8production/2011/03/16/review-of-the-day-the-penderwicks-at-point-mouette-by-jeanne-birdsall/


Great Performers! 

The Funny Guy combines a broad ar-

ray of circus skills, music, and physi-

cal comedy, and the show includes 

juggling, slapstick comedy, and lots of 

audience participation in a zany, 

madcap adventure. 

 

Check him out on the web:   

http://www.thefunnyguy.com/

index.html 

(Wanda Nelson, PGMLS) 

PAUL HADFIELD:   

THE FUNNY GUY! 
 

Paul Hadfield, the Funny Guy, comes 

highly recommended by PG county.  

A staff members says, ―he’s one of the 

best performers I’ve seen!‖  His web-

site tells us this:   

His program ―General Foolishness‖ is 

a zany, fast-paced Clown Theater 

program that brings children and 

adults together in a celebration of 

laughter. 
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TWINBROOK TELLERS 
Bark! Bark! Do Art and Tell Tales! 

 

The Twinbrook Tellers began as Storytellers’ Club at the Twinbrook Community Library in Rockville, MD, in the fall of 

2001. They moved on to telling stories at local libraries, and made their debut at the Glen Echo Folk Festival in 2003. 

When budget cuts caused the library to give up support of our club in 2010, the Dogwood Dogs 4H Community Club of 

Montgomery County, MD, took on a storytelling project and gave a new home to the Twinbrook Tellers! 

 

Storytellers range in age from about 8-18. Children from the Twinbrook Tellers have been invited to tell stories at the 

National Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, TN., at the National Youth Storytelling Showcase in Pigeon Forge, TN, 

and at the National Youth Storytelling Showcase in Orem, UT. The Twinbrook Tellers group is part of Voices In The 

Glen (http://voicesintheglen.org/). Two of our members are currently storytelling members of Voices In The Glen. 

 

For more information about the Twinbrook Tellers or the Dogwood Dogs 4H Community Club, please contact Eve Bur-

ton at ebnineteen@hotmail.com   (Please put “Twinbrook Tellers” in the subject heading.) 

http://www.thefunnyguy.com/index.html
http://www.thefunnyguy.com/index.html
http://www.thefunnyguy.com/index.html
http://www.thefunnyguy.com/tfg_funnyshow.html
http://www.thefunnyguy.com/tfg_spats.html
http://voicesintheglen.org/
mailto:ebnineteen@hotmail.com
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of children's picture books, includ-

ing: 

 Bring On the Birds; Fabulous 

Fishes; Carry 

Me! Animal 

Babies on the 

Move; Na-

ture's Paint-

brush; and Some Sleep Standing 

Up. Her books celebrate nature with 

grace and cleverness and have won 

awards from Parents' Choice, the 

National Science Teachers Associa-

tion, Bank Street College of Educa-

tion and the Smithsonian Institu-

tion.  

 

 

The Kids Are Customers, Too con-

ference will be here before you know 

it.  Save the date—it’s on Thursday, 

October 20, 2011. 

 

We’re going to have 2 authors 

speaking this year—it should be 

very entertaining! 

 

 

Susan Stockdale: 
Children's book 

author and illus-

trator 
 

 

 

Susan Stockdale 

is an award-

winning author 

and illustrator 

Melissa Thomson: 
2009 Blue Crab 

Award Winner 

 

Melissa is the au-

thor of the Keena 

Ford series.  She 

teaches elementary 

school in northern Virginia, which is 

where she lives with her husband, 

Pete, and their dog, Belby. She 

plays a mean game of Scrabble, 

loves cake, and absolutely cannot 

wink. Melissa is thrilled to share 

Keena Ford and all of her adven-

tures with her readers.  

 

 

Look Who’s Coming! 

Do you ―like‖ us yet? Didn't get to a CSD Conference? 

You haven't missed out completely! 

 

Check the MLA website for the 

handouts from former CSD work-

shops and conferences at 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/

handouts.asp 

Great things to learn! :)  

 

 

 

Tidbits 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

Tara Lebherz, FCPL 

tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov 

 

Susan Modak, MCPL 

Susan.Modak@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 

Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytelling, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with children and opportunities for 
professional development. 

 
If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting! 

 
 

July 11, 2011 - East Columbia Library, Howard County August 8, 2011 - Online Meeting  September 12, 2011 - Lexington Park Library, St. 
Mary's County  

 
Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

Newsletter Staff 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/  

Maryland Blue Crab 

Young Reader Award 

Find out what it’s about! 
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