
Hello Members and 
friends! 

 
This spring edition of 
the CSD newsletter is 

packed with information 
about programs, books, 
and happenings around 
the state.  We take our 
mission statement seri-

ously—we work hard to 
promote librarianship 
with children and op-
portunities for profes-
sional development for 
library staff across the 

state.   
 

The first installment of 
our spring conference 
series, “Dancing Like a 
Scientist,” was held  at 
the Southern Maryland 
Regional Library, and 

reviews so far have been 
great!   Wish you were 

there?  It’s not to late to 
catch the same work-

shop in the western part 
of the state!  On Tues-
day, April 8, Dancing 
Like a Scientist will 

make its second appear-
ance at the Thurmont 
Library in Frederick 

County.  Be sure to regis-
ter today to make sure 

you get a spot. 
 

Also coming up:  the an-
nual MLA conference in 
May.  CSD is sponsoring 
a number of very fun and 
informative sessions, be 
sure to check them out.   

 
As you can see, much of 

what we do is to provide 
fun and educational 

workshops for Maryland 
library staff involved in 

children’s services.   
 

We’re always looking for 
new members and new 

ideas.  If you think 
would like to participate 
on our committee, please 

get in touch or simply 
show up to a meeting.  
Everyone is welcome, 
and I hope to see some 

new faces soon! 
 
 

Tara Lebherz 
CSD President 
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CSD Newsletter 

(Children’s Services Division of MLA) 

Spring 2014 CSD newsletter 

CSD Officers 

2013-2014 

Tara Lebherz, President 

FCPL 
tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov 

Rachel Wright, Vice President 

CCPL 

rwright@ccplnet.org 

Irva Nachlas-Gabin, Secretary 

Retired (HCL) 

irva.gabin@hclibrary.org 

Susan Modak, Past President 

MCPL 
su-

san.modak@montgomerycountym

d.gov 

http://www.mdlib.org/

divisions/csd/ 

Taking turns is fun to 

do. 

First it’s me and then 

it’s you. 

Back and forth and to 

and fro 

Your turn, my turn,  

here we go! 

 

 

Watch Kathy MacMil-

lan act this out on the 

website she created 

with Christine Kirker:  

www.storytimestuff.net  

CSD committee 

November 2012 

Noyes Library 

Hello from CSD! 
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Libraries around the State are attracting and encouraging kids to explore their Nerd side 
with tech programs that allow children to try out some awesome gadgetry.  Kids have fun 
learning to control computers, program robots, and build devices.  These kinds of programs 
promote logical thinking and problem solving, and provide an introduction into the under-
belly of the Computer.  Programs for kids run the gamut, from LEGO ™, Minecraft and iPad 
sessions to more high-tech programs.  Here are a few: 

 

Both Cecil County and Baltimore County libraries have hosted Makey 
Makey parties. Makey Makey is an electronics kit that turns anything into 
a keyboard.  Using simple alligator clips, and a usb port to connect with 
a computer, kids can let their creative impulses run wild, as they con-
nect objects to make games, musical instruments and more. 

 

Frederick County librarian Stephanie Long is developing STEM programs using Raspberry-
Pi. 

Raspberry-Pi  is a single board computer designed to allow children to computerize their 
own experiments.  Children can learn the basics of programming, or use the Raspberry-Pi 
to control or monitor other experiments. 

 

St. Mary’s County libraries have teamed up with local high school stu-
dents to teach children computer skills using Finch Robots. 

Finch Robots are inexpensive programmable robots designed to help 
students to learn the basics of computer programming.  These little 
robots have a variety of sensors to host a rich interactive platform. 
The Finch website includes lesson plans and ideas for programming. 

 

Does your Library offer STEM programs?  Share your ideas:  send a description to CSD at 
vanschaick@hcplonline.org and we’ll include them in the next newsletter. 

 

Libraries loan out more than books and DVDs.  Did you know that Harford County Public Li-
brary has both LEAP (for gr 3-8) and Little Leaper (for birth to 5 yrs old) Science kits for 
loan?  Howard County loans toys, puzzles and puppets.   

What does your Library System loan out?  Send your answer to CSD at ibgabin@gmail.com.   

        Submitted by Irva Nachlas Gabin 
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STEM news from around the State 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going to school for the first time can be a scary 

experience for children. However, if you have an 

alligator, school can be much less scary.  In Oliver 

and his Alligator, written and illustrated by Paul 

Schmid, Oliver isn’t sure if he is brave enough for 

school. Therefore, he does what any logical child 

would do – he invites an alligator to accompany 

him on this first frightening day. When a woman 

who is definitely not Oliver’s mom asks for his 

name, Oliver can’t remember, so instead he says 

“Munch Munch!” and the alligator gets a little 

fuller. When the children in the room are a bit 

noisier than Oliver likes, the alligator just needs 

to “munch munch!” again for everything to be 

much quieter.  

Now that everything is quiet, and Oliver’s Alliga-

tor is much plumper, Oliver is ready for school to 

begin. However, now he notices that school isn’t 

quite so much fun without anyone with whom he 

can play. Oliver decides that maybe he wants to 

be munched too!  

With soft colors and broad lines, the illustrations 

of this book perfectly capture Oliver’s worry and 

his need for an alligator protector. This sweet, 

funny book would be a wonderful way to help a 

child who is worried about that first day of school 

see that everything will be just fine, and it’s al-

ways okay to take an alligator with you (at least 

in your imagination).  

(reviewed by Catherine DiCristofaro) 

 

 

 

In the book Seasons, by Anne 

Crausaz, readers will indulge 

their senses as they imagine 

the smells, tastes, sounds, and 

sights of spring, summer, fall 

and winter. The vivid illustra-

tions take the reader on a visu-

al ride through the seasons, 

exploring the colors of spring 

time, summer nights, foggy fall 

days, and crisp winters. Children will begin ob-

serving these elements in their outdoor play, dis-

covering the changes that occur in a year. It will 

also give them ideas on how to interact with na-

ture, like jumping in a pile of leaves, or smelling 

verbena and tomatoes growing in a garden. Re-

gardless the age of the reader, this book will stim-

ulate the senses and transport you to the seasons.  

(reviewed by Melissa Racine) 

. 

 

It's hard to cover up an 

elephant in the room, 

as the young protago-

nists of Eric Barclay's 

charming book Hiding 

Phil discover. Three 

children (and their 

trusty dachshund) find 

an elephant at the bus 

stop! His name is Phil, and he is awesome at play-

ing. He's great at skipping rope. His trunk is his 

own personal slide. He can't be beat on the seesaw. 

Everyone just loves Phil. Except maybe Mom and 

Dad. And here they come now! The kids desperate-

ly try to hide Phil, but he won't fit in the dog 

house, and he sneezes under the big pile of leaves. 

Maybe if they disguise him as a club house, the 

parents will be fooled. No such luck! The elephant 

has to go. But maybe our friends can still avoid 

having to say goodbye to Phil forever... Look for 

this fun, brightly illustrated story at the library 

today!  

(reviewed by Tess Goldwasser) 
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http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-4231-7437-0
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http://readmoreusborneblog.com/2011/03/26/review-seasons-by-anne-crausaz/
http://www.amazon.com/Hiding-Phil-Eric-Barclay/dp/0545464773/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1394722007&sr=8-1&keywords=hiding+phil
http://www.amazon.com/Hiding-Phil-Eric-Barclay/dp/0545464773/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1394722007&sr=8-1&keywords=hiding+phil
http://readmoreusborneblog.com/2011/03/26/review-seasons-by-anne-crausaz/
http://www.amazon.com/Hiding-Phil-Eric-Barclay/dp/0545464773/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1394722007&sr=8-1&keywords=hiding+phil
http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-4231-7437-0


trated vocabulary cards 
for matching games, inter-
active songs, and picture 
books in addition to com-

puter use.  

The curriculum is based 
on the Little Clickers pro-
gram created by Darien 
Library in Connecticut.  

 

-submitted by Lisa K. Jarrett

    

    

In March 2014 at the North 
Point branch of BCPL, we 
are offering a computer 
class for preschool chil-
dren and their parents 

called Tiny Tech.  

It is a three-week course 
focusing on identifying the 
parts of a computer, key-

boarding, internet search-
ing, and reading ebooks.  

It will be taught in a com-
puter lab and include illus-

BCPL to offer Tiny Tech program 
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Thanks to Kathy MacMillan 

and Christine Kirker for shar-
ing their website:  

www.storytimestuff.net   
It’s chock full of  storytime  

ideas,  with fingerplay videos, 
reviews of  storytime resource 

books and talking points to 
share with caregivers.  Check 

the site for reviews of  the 
books on the left. 

 

News from Around the State 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://storytimestuff.wordpress.com/
http://storytimestuff.wordpress.com/multicultural-storytime-magic/
http://storytimestuff.wordpress.com/little-hands-and-big-hands-children-and-adults-signing-together/
http://storytimestuff.wordpress.com/kindergarten-magic-theme-based-lessons-for-building-literacy-and-library-skills/
http://storytimestuff.wordpress.com/storytime-magic-400-fingerplays-flannelboards-and-other-activities/
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Apps! 

News From Around the State 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apps for storytime, apps for accessing classics of children's literature, free apps, apps with a 
minimal charge! 

Here’s The Aesop for children app from the Library of Congress; the 30hands: create and 
show what you know storytelling app and the Mother Goose on the Loose app.   

 
And if you enjoy these, come to the session on Apps, Tablets and Children … Oh my!  

On May 9 at Ocean City. 

http://www.loc.gov/apps/
http://www.appedreview.org/30hands-digital-storytelling-presentations/
http://www.appedreview.org/30hands-digital-storytelling-presentations/
http://www.mgol.net/about/mgol-and-technology/mgol-app/
http://www.loc.gov/apps/
http://www.appedreview.org/30hands-digital-storytelling-presentations/
http://www.mgol.net/about/mgol-and-technology/mgol-app/


Do you like to read kid's books? 
Of course you do! Why not join 
a group of like-minded individu-

als to talk about kid's books 
each month. Capitol Choices 
meets once a month in Arling-
ton, Virginia and will start dis-
cussing 2014 books on March 
21. By January 16, 2015, the 

group will have created a list of 
100 notable titles from 2014. 
Can't make it to a meeting? 

Participate virtually by adding to 
the discussion online. Participa-

tion is free, you'll hone your 
book discussion and evaluation 
skills, and you'll be introduced 

to lots of great books.  

Seriously....why haven't 
you joined yet? I've been a 

member of the 10-14 reading 
group for many years and have 

made new friends and col-
leagues in the group. People 
come from Baltimore and DC 

and the surrounding areas, we 
even have a member that 

drives up from Charlottesville, 
VA each month. There's also 

an up to seven (picture 
books!), 7-10 (middle grade), 

14 and up (YA), and audiobook 
group; but everyone can read 

across all age levels. Check out 
the Capitol Choices Join Us 

page (http://
www.capitolchoices.org/

join_us) for more information. 
I'm also happy to answer ques-

tions about the group. Julie 
Dietzel-Glair 

(julie.dietzelglair@gmail.com)" 

 

Capitol Choices, anyone? 

•MLA public library children's 
staff members 

The 8 members of the com-
mittee are chosen so that a 
variety of experiences and 
skills sets are represented. 
Committee members will 

serve an 18-month term -- 
from May 2014 through Octo-
ber 2015. Committee mem-

bers will earn 30 CEUs at the 
end of their term.  

For more information go to 
http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/

csd/blue.asp 
Then contact us, Pam and Al-
lison, the committee co-chairs. 

We look forward to working 
with you! 

Blue Crab, anyone? 
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Do you love reading children’s 
literature?  

Then the 2015 Blue Crab 
Award Committee is looking 
for you! As part of the commit-
tee you will read and review 

dozens of books in the follow-
ing award categories ---  

Beginning (grades K-2) Read-
er Fiction and Nonfiction,  

Transitional (grades 2-4) Fic-
tion and Nonfiction. 

The committee consists of: 
•1-2 Maryland Association of 

School Libraries (MASL) mem-
bers 

•At least 1 children’s materials 
selector 

 
Pam Taylor 

taylor@hcplonline.org   
410-612-1601 x 2228 

Allison Holbrook, 
aholbrook@ccplnet.org  

410-658-4025 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.capitolchoices.org/join_us
http://www.capitolchoices.org/join_us
http://www.capitolchoices.org/join_us
mailto:julie.dietzelglair@gmail.com
http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/blue.asp
http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/blue.asp
mailto:taylor@hcplonline.org
mailto:aholbrook@ccplnet.org


The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytell-ing, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with chil-dren and opportunities for professional development. 
 If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting!  

Tues, April 8, Thurmont, FCPL Mon, June 9, Rosedale, BCPL Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

Editor:  Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Tara Lebherz, FCPL 

tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov 

 

 
 

 

Newsletter Staff 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/  

Do you “Like” us yet? 
Save the Date: 

Dancing Like a  

Scientist 

Tues, April 8, 1-4:30 pm 

Thurmont 

 

Register via Happenings 

or the MLA website.   
 

 

Save the Date: 
 

MLA pre-conference 

 

Jim Gill: Songs to 

read!  Books to sing! 

Wed, May 7 12-4 pm 

 

Ocean City 

 

What’s Coming Up? 

CSD sponsored sessions: 
May 7, 9 am—1 pm  Enhancing the Inclusion of Chil-
dren and Teens with autism spectrum disorders in 
library programs 
May 7, 12-4 pm Songs to read!  Books to sing! With 
Jim Gill 
May 8, 9-10 am  Over the rainbow, under the radar: 
public library services for LGBTQ children and fami-
lies in conservative communities 

turn it UP!  2014 Joint Library Conference 

May 8, 10:30-11:30  Simple, cheap and STEAM-y: 
creating STEAM Maker Space programming @ 
your library 
May 8, 3:30-4:30  No habla espanol?  No problem!  
Public library services for Spanish speaking fami-
lies 
May 8, 4:45-5:45  Tweens, Teens and Technology 
May 9, 9:30-11:40  Apps, Tablets and Children … 
Oh my! 

May 7-9, 2014, Ocean City, MD 

http://www.mdlib.org/happenings/docs/0314.pdf
https://www.mdlib.org/happenings/register.asp
http://www.facebook.com/CSDmla

