
During the Spring 

During the spring, it often 

showers, 

(Flutter fingers down) 

Or the sun shines for 

many hours, 

(Form big sun with arms) 

Both are good for the 

flowers! 

(Cup each hand and ex-

tend arms like flowers) 

Happy Spring! 

 

Carol Dean 

Children’s Services Division 

President 

 
To see CSD meeting minutes, check the website! 
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Zooborns! 

by Andrew Bleiman and Chris 

Eastland 

 

 

OK, this is a total cheat be-

cause this book doesn't need 

any publicity or highlighting 

to get our attention.  You 

only need about 10 seconds 

browsing and you'll want the 

whole book, which is all ador-

able pictures of newborn zoo 

animals (Think how great to 

bring as an icebreaker for 

booktalking!).  Make sure to 

check out the pygmy rabbit!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Spaceheadz  

by Jon Scieszka (and Francesco 

Sedita) 
 

 

 

 

Aliens in the form of 5th grad-

ers accompanied by their 

leader (the hamster Major 

Fluffy), are desperately trying 

to recruit fellow 5th grader 

Michael K. to help them save 

the Earth.  The aliens saw 

Michael's TV commercial for a 

cereal and believe that, as the 

commercial said, "Michael K 

can do anything!"  Can Mi-

chael prevent the Earth from 

being turned off? 

  Spaceheadz 2 is already out 

and Spaceheadz 3 will be out 

this fall.  As the TV ads say: 

"Very funny."   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Brother William’s year:  

a monk at Westminster Abbey 

by Jan Pancheri 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Pancheri is current Head Gar-

dener at Westminster Abbey.  She 

shares a year in the life of a medie-

val Benedictine monk, head gar-

dener in his day, 1383.   Brother 

William’s days are filled with the 

tasks that need to be done to feed 

the brothers who live in the ab-

bey.  While the story and illustra-

tions are simple, there is a lot of 

information presented, including 

the uses of medicinal herbs, reci-

pes, holiday customs, and informa-

tion on the beginning and the end 

of the monastery.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Sophia VanSchaick , HCPL) 

Hello from the Children’s Ser-

vices Division of MLA! 

 

We have had a busy year so 

far and just held our second 

 ―Puppets and Legos and Lots 

of Kids‖ training at the Ur-

bana Branch of the Frederick 

County Public Library.  We 

send out many thanks to our 

presenters from St. Mary’s 

County who did a great job 

sharing fun tips and tricks 

with us.   

 

We were happy to see so many 

people from around the state 

with an interest in working 

with children and look forward 

to seeing many more at the 

annual Maryland Library As-

sociation Conference in Ocean 

City in a few weeks.  If you’re 

attending please be sure to 

check out our many programs 

and also look for our tote bag 

full of goodies in the Silent 

Auction (there are some great 

autographed books included!). 

 

Hello from CSD! 

Book Reviews 
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El día de los niños/ 

El día de los libros  

(Children’s Day/Book Day)   
(Susan Modak, MCPL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montgomery County Recycles! 

Chunky Recycled Crayons 
(Susan Modak, MCPL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At my library, we like to have cray-

ons available for children to use on 

a table that we cover with bulletin 

board paper, but having even the 

thicker crayons out means being 

vigilantly on the lookout for broken 

pieces. A few weeks ago, I decided 

to use the small bits I’d saved to 

make larger crayons that would be 

easier for small children to grasp 

and safer 

around babies.  
 

 

 

The crayons 

pieces can be 

melted in muf-

fin tins in a 

barely warm 

oven. You can 

combine colors 

for effect or keep the colors separate. 

Martha Stewart’s website can give 

you even more ideas. I recommend 

limiting crayon melting to good 

quality name brand crayons. 

 

The crayons have been a big hit 

with kids but even more with 

parents who seem thrilled to 

find something to do with the 

bits of crayons they’ve been 

saving. 

 

 

Check out Martha’s page here! 

We traced the children's feet, they cut 

them out, and we then taped them to 

the bottom of the balloon head.  

We "elevated" the balloons using a hair 

dryer. (also tried ping-pong ball, beach 

ball, toilet paper and a vacuum)  

They rubbed the balloons on their hair 

and stuck them to the walls to watch 

them "travel" down the wall. Wow! 

 

These activities demonstrate static elec-

Harford County has 

Storytime for Elementary Ages! 
(Melissa Harrah, HCPL) 

 

We have been doing a four-week story-

time series for k-2nd graders. Every 

week we add a bit of science into the 

hour. A recent theme was "Heads-Up.‖ 

 

  Here are some examples of activities 

for that theme: 

 

Each child got a blown-up balloon 

The children drew faces on their bal-

loons with permanent markers.  

tricity, gravity, forced air, floating, etc. 

Books:  

A Boy and His Bunny;  

Imogene's Antlers 

Alligator Boy 

Bing Bang Boing 

Baghead 

 

Song:  

"Joe's Got a Head Like a Ping Pong 

Ball" 

 

Action:  

"Sh-boom" Bean Bag Rock and Roll CD 
 

Programs from around the state 
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This fiesta of families, children and books is 

held annually at the end of April and celebrates 

its 15th anniversary this year!  According to 

the ALA/El Día website, ―The celebration em-

phasizes the importance of literacy for children 

of all linguistic and cultural backgrounds.‖ 

 

You can use the website’s map to see what kind 

of events are happening around the country. El 

día events can be large or small. They can in-

clude book readings, author visits, music and 

crafts, etc. It’s Spring, a great time of year to 

celebrate children and books! 

 

Find out more! 

 

Visit ALA’s el Día website 

Check out the media kit for 

librarians 

Register your celebration with 

ALA 

Find Dia celebrations around 

the country 
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 At the Ruth Enlow Library in 

Garrett County... 

 

Choose Your Own Adventure 

Party! 

 

Children ages 5 through 10 will 

celebrate National Library Week 

with a "Choose Your Own Adven-

ture" story obstacle course through-

out the Oakland Library.   

 

 

 

Will you jump 

through the ring 

of fire to escape 

the lions?  Write a  

coded message to 

your secret part-

ner?  Cross the 

rope bridge and 

risk falling into 

the canyon below 

or run to the 

tower?  The choice is yours! 

Following the story obstacle 

course, participants can enjoy 

the National Library Week 

theme of "Create Your Own 

Story".  Each child will be 

given a blank journal and ac-

cess to a variety of art sup-

plies.  Write and/or draw your 

own story! 

 
(Keela Pfaff, Ruth Enlow Library) 

 

 

shop, along with shoes and 

crowns.  After we dress up and get 

our pictures taken, we then have 

our tea.  Each guest gets a small 

plate with a quarter sandwich, a 

cupcake, and some grapes.  Miss Kit  

Bloom comes around with a tea pot 

filled with apple juice and pours out 

for everyone. 

But wait...there’s more! 

 

children cut apart letter by let-

ter and use to match letters, 

placing them on top of the name 

card to spell their names.  

 

 Laminate the name cards and 

they can trace the letters with 

dry erase markers.  

 

 Collect plastic bottle caps and 

put letters on them. The chil-

dren can use the bottle caps to 

find the letters to their name 

and spell it out.  

 

 Great follow-up for parents is to 

write letters five-six feet big on 

the sidewalk in chalk. 

 

Carroll County focuses on  

Letter Recognition! 
(Peggy Pond, CCPL) 

 

 A new way to trace: we make big 

letters using masking tape, 

about 5-6 feet tall, on the floor of 

the storytime room.  The kids 

walk on the letter—this is a 

whole body trace activity.   

 

 

 Make name cards with the let-

ters about 2 inches tall.  Use 

upper case and case letters. 

Write a second copy that the 
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Learning about letters and 

developing an understanding of the 

alphabetic principle are important 

skills for school readiness! 

-from CCPL wiki site 

Enoch Pratt Library hosts 

A Fairy Godmother Tea Party! 
(Kit Bloom, Pratt) 

 

We recently held our 3rd annual 

Fairy Godmother Tea party.  Little 

girls and their fairy godmothers 

(grandmothers, mothers, nannies) 

are invited to come to the library in 

their finery.  We share a story about 

parties, or tea, and then have a 

dress-up time.  We got some dresses 

from the local bridal and prom gown 

http://wiki.carr.org/traction?type=single&proj=EmergentLiteracy&sort=0&stickyparams=sort&rec=30


 

Check out the Kid's Book Blog at 

www.kidsbookblog.net. This readers 

advisory blog for children's picture 

books is updated on a regular basis by 

the children's librarians of our very own 

St. Mary's County!  They've featured 

over 400 books on their blog with more 

to come, and each entry is tagged with 

special interest labels, so you can search 

by topic. How cool is that?!  

 

(Tess Goldwasser, St. Mary’s)  

The ―Healthy Beginnings‖ website is 

designed for caregivers of infants and 

toddlers from birth-3.  The website pro-

vides developmentally appropriate infor-

mation on child care and development 

for this age group.  The Activity Planner 

provides ideas for fun activities that 

help build young children’s skills and 

promote learning.  This site is sponsored 

by the MD State Dept of Education and 

Johns Hopkins University's School of 

Education.   

SurLaLune Storytime website lays out 

dozens of storytimes by theme.  It’s es-

pecially good for fingerplays, flannel-

board stories and rhymes.   

 

Check out SurLaLune 

Fairytales if you get a 

chance!  
 

 

 

 

(Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL) 

Fiction Picture Books:   

Interrupting Chicken by David Ezra 

Stein 

 

Nonfiction Picture Books :   

The Extraordinary Life of Mark 

Twain (According to Susy) by Bar-

bara Kerley 

 

Short Chapter Books: 

Zapato Power: Freddie Ramos Takes 

Off by Jacqueline Jules 

The votes are in, and the Cybils 

have been announced.  These 2011 

awards are for titles published in 

2010 that combined literary merit 

with kid appeal. As they say, ―that's 

the secret sauce that makes a child 

or teen want to pull it off the shelf 

(or download it onto their gizmo of 

choice) and not move/eat/sleep/

breathe until the last page is 

turned!‖ 

 

 

And many more!  Check out the 

website for full details…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Tara Lebherz, FCPL) 

Cool Links 

2010 Cybil Awards Announced! 

vating and a great storyteller. Anyone 

that is interested in a black history pro-

gram or just a storytelling program with 

history related should consider her per-

formance. She had the audience in the 

palm of her hand the entire hour. ― 

 

The Bubble Lady  

The Bubble Lady 

(a.k.a. Margie 

Lynch)  has been 

creating quite a 

buzz around Mary-

land libraries!  She’s  

 school guidance counselor who put to-

gether her bubble program as a science 

lesson for some of her students.  She 

presents the theory of bubble making 

and gives several demonstrations of 

large bubbles.  At the end of the pro-

gram, she encases each child in a bub-

ble, and takes the time to include every-

one. You will really love her! 

Contact info  (hopefully up-to-date): 

mary.dukehart 

@comcast.net 

410-227-9335 

 

 
(Susan Modak, MCPL) 

 

Janice the Griot 

 Janice Curtis Greene, 

―Janice the Griot‖ is an 

acclaimed professional 

storyteller who has per-

formed her folk and 

original tales around the 

U.S. and internation-

ally.   Check it out!  

Janis C. says, ―I recommend Janice the 

Griot as she was very professional, capti-

Great Performers 
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CSD Sponsors another  

successful mini-conference! 
(Irva Nachlas-Gabin, HCL) 

 
 

The purpose of the ―Eastern/Western‖ 

mini-conferences is to provide training 

for Children’s Librarians who work in 

the farthest parts of the state.  These 

trainings present timely, practical 

advice for maximizing materials and 

staff time, while providing the very 

best for our younger library patrons.  

This year’s ―Eastern/Western‖ event 

was converted into a ―Southern/

Western‖ mini-conference, and it 

came through with a bang!   

 

 

In the first 

part, ―Lots of 

Kids,‖ 

Amanda El-

lington and 

Tess Goldwasser (St. Mary’s County) 

demonstrated methods for handling 

large groups of small children.    

Among their useful advice were these 

admonishments:  Be prepared with a 

variety of good materials.  Use a stan-

dard songs for opening, clean up and 

other transitions, so kids will learn 

over the weeks what to expect.  Use 

big books, or books with big bright 

pictures.  Add lots of movement to get 

the wiggles out.  Don't worry about 

the kids who won't sit still.  They are 

learning in other ways. 

 

Jill Hutchinson 

and Catherine De-

Cristofaro (St. 

Mary’s County) 

introduced their 

Lego Club.  Their 

practical advice on 

starting and running a Lego club in-

cluded these tips:  Sometimes it helps 

to divide up the kids by age.  A few 

simple rules concerning sharing and 

appreciating each other's creations 

make the time go smoothly.  Have a 

theme, but don't be didactic about it. 

At the end of the program ask kids to 

come up and show off their builds. 

Take pictures! And post them - on-line 

or in the library. 

 

 

  

Rose Armentrout (St. Jerome’s Head 

Start) has been using puppets in a 

variety of ways for many years.  Be-

sides using pup-

pets in Storytel-

ling, she has 

found that often 

children who are 

reluctant to talk 

to an adult will 

relate to a puppet.  She also suggested 

some simple ideas  for bringing pup-

pets into children's programs in easy 

and cost-effective ways. You don't 

need to go out and buy lots of puppets.  

Retell well known fairy tales using 

whatever puppets you have at hand.  

For instance, the Little Red Hen 

works with any animal puppets – it 

doesn't have to be 

a dog, a cat and a 

duck.  How about 

an elephant, a 

llama and a cow?  

The same goes 

with stories such 

as The Gunniwulf.   

Ventriloquism is 

not necessary.  Just use the puppet to 

―talk,‖ and the kids will respond to 

the puppet, not the handler. Puppets 

are great to illustrate  concepts in a 

story or song, such as Old MacDonald.  

It's easy to find puppets.  Look for 

sock pupets or inexpensive hand pup-

pets in dollar stores, or stores such as 

Walmart.  Find donated or discarded 

puppets.  You don't need to spend a 

fortune or a lot of time procuring or 

making puppets. 

 

The three presentations provided a 

plethora of practical suggestions for 

busy library programmers.  The 

―Western‖ part of the conference hap-

pened on April 11 and featured most 

of the same presenters.  Unfotunately 

Rose Armentrout was unable to be 

there, so the four presenters from St. 

Mary’s County stepped up and put on 

a puppet presentation.  Thanks, gals! 

 

The Brunswick Library has opened for 

business!  The grand opening was 

held on April 16, 2011.  Construction 

began just over a year ago in the mid-

dle of March,; now FCPL is the proud 

host of Frederick County’s only LEED 

certified building.  It’s beautiful! If 

you find yourself in Frederick County, 

make sure to stop by! 

 

(Tara Lebherz, FCPL) 

Puppets, Legos, and Lots of Kids! 

Frederick County Has a New Library! 
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Then join Jackie Greenberg, Ashley 

Rogers and Eileen Kuhl to enhance 

your readers' advisory skills with an 

overview of general readers' advi-

sory tips, an introduction to some 

great new humorous books and a 

book discussion. 

Participants will learn about the 

juvenile humor genre with classic 

and contemporary titles.  

 

Pre-Reading requirements: 

Books: 

 The Strange Case of Origami 

Yoda  by Tom Angleberger 

 Bink & Gollie by Kate DiCamillo 

 Big Nate: In a Class by Himself 

by Lincoln Peirce 

Bringing Books to Life :  

Storytelling, Booktalking and 

Funny Business 
 

May 4, 2011- 9-4:30  

 

Struggling to liven up your story 

times, booktalks and readers advi-

sory? Join us for a three-part pre-

conference and learn how to incorpo-

rate creative drama, storytelling 

and new titles into your programs. 

Daryl Cobb, a singer/songwriter and 

author of nine children’s picture 

books, teaches audiences about writ-

ing, illustrating and creative think-

ing through music, sing-a-longs, sto-

rytelling and interactive exercises. 

Articles: 

 Shhh! Do Librarians Hate 

Funny Kids Books? 

 Boys Trail Girls in Reading 

  

To complete the afternoon, Betsy 

Diamant-Cohen and Selma Levi will 

present their program Booktalking 

Bonanza featuring ways to engage 

media-obsessed children with books, 

music, video, and Web sites. 
(Eileen Kuhl, BCPL) 

 

 

Hold the date! 
Kids are Customers, Too 

October 20, 2011 

CSD @ MLA (jargon, anyone?) 

Do you ―like‖ us yet? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Didn't Get to a CSD Conference? 

You haven't missed out completely! 

Check the MLA website for the 

handouts from former CSD work-

shops and conferences at 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/

handouts.asp 

Great things to learn! :)  

Wendie Old, children's 

librarian at the Joppa 

branch of Harford 

County Public Library, 

retired March 31st af-

ter more than working 

40 years in Harford and Baltimore 

County Public Libraries. She is also 

a published children's author—

check out her website!  Enjoy your-

self, Wendie!        

Tidbits 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

Tara Lebherz, FCPL 

tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov 

 

Susan Modak, MCPL 

Susan.Modak@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 

Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytelling, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with children and opportunities for 
professional development. 

 
If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting! 

 
May 6, 2011 - MLA Conference, Ocean City - May 4 - 6 

 

June 13, 2011 - Pikesville Library, Baltimore County     

July 11, 2011 - East Columbia Library, Howard County 
 

Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

Newsletter Staff 
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