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ALABAMA  
 
Giovanni, Nikki.  Rosa.  New York:  Henry Holt, 2005. 
This title describes the story of Alabama native Rosa Parks and her courageous act of defiance.   (Ages 5+) 
 
Johnson, Angela.  Bird.  New York:  Dial Books, 2004. 
Devastated by the loss of a second father, thirteen-year-old Bird follows her stepfather from Cleveland to Alabama 
in hopes of convincing him to come home, and along the way helps two boys cope with their difficulties.  (10-13) 
 
Hamilton, Virginia.  When Birds Could Talk and Bats Could Sing:  the Adventures of Bruh Sparrow, Sis Wren and 
Their Friends.  New York:  Blue Sky Press, 1996. 
A collection of stories, featuring sparrows, jays, buzzards, and bats, based on African American tales originally 
written down by Martha Young on her father's plantation in Alabama after the Civil War.  (7-10) 
 
McKissack, Patricia.  Run Away Home.  New York:  Scholastic, 1997. 
In 1886 in Alabama, an eleven-year-old African American girl and her family befriend and give refuge to a runaway 
Apache boy. (9-12) 
 
Mandel, Peter.  Say Hey!:  a Song of Willie Mays.  New York:  Hyperion Books for Young Children, 2000. 
Rhyming text tells the story of Willie Mays, from his childhood in Alabama to his triumphs in baseball and his 
acquisition of the nickname the "Say Hey Kid." (4-8) 
 
Ray, Delia.  Singing Hands.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2006. 
In the late 1940s, twelve-year-old Gussie, a minister's daughter, learns the definition of integrity while helping with a 
celebration at the Alabama School for the Deaf--her punishment for misdeeds against her deaf parents and their 
boarders.  (10-14) 
 
Warner, Gertrude Chandler.  The Mystery of the Midnight Dog.  Morton Grove, Ill.: A. Whitman, c2001.  
While visiting a small town in Alabama, the Aldens hear mysterious howls at midnight, leading them to wonder if an 
old local legend about a ghost dog is true.  (Boxcar Children Mystery series) (9-12) 
 

ALASKA 
 
Bania, Michael.  Kumak’s House:  A Tale of the Far North.  Portland, OR:  Alaska Northwest Books, 2002. 
Kumak and his family live near the edge of a great frozen river, and although their house is warm and cozy, none of 
them are happy, so they set out to see the village elder to learn how to find happiness again. (4-8) 
 
Bauer, Marion Dane.  A Bear Named Trouble.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2005. 
In Anchorage, Alaska, two lonely boys make a connection--a brown bear injured just after his mother sends him out 
on his own, and a human whose father is a new keeper at the Alaska Zoo and whose mother and sister are still in 
Minnesota.  (8-11) 
 
Blake, Robert.  Togo.  New York:  Philomel Books, 2002. 
In 1925, Togo, a Siberian husky who loves being a sled dog, leads a team that rushes to bring desperately-needed 
diphtheria serum from Anchorage to Nome, Alaska.  (6-9) 
 
Dixon, Ann.  The Sleeping Lady.  Anchorage:  Alaska Northwest Books, 1994. 
The story of the first Alaskan snowfall and the origins of Mt. Susitna, across Cook Inlet from Anchorage, come to life 
in this title.  (6+) 
 
George, Jean Craighead.  Julie of the Wolves.  New York:  Harper Row, 1972. 
While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl becomes lost on the 
North Slope of Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack.  (10-14) 
 
Hill, Kirkpatrick.  Dancing at the Odinochka.  New York:  M.K. McElderry Books, 2005. 
In the 1860s, Erinia Pavaloff's life at a trading post in Russian America gets more complicated when the region is 
annexed to the United States and members of the small community become American Alaskans. (9-14) 



Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody.  Balto and the Great Race.  New York:  Random House, 1999. 
Recounts how the sled dog Balto saved Nome, Alaska, in 1925 from a diphtheria epidemic by delivering medicine 
through a raging snowstorm.  (8-11) 
 
Rand, Gloria.  Prince William.  New York:  Henry Holt, 1992. 
On Prince William Sound in Alaska, Denny rescues a baby seal hurt by an oil spill and watches it recover at a 
nearby animal hospital.  (4-8) 
 
Riddles, Libby.  Storm Run:  The Story of the First Woman to Win the Iditarod Sled Dog Race.  Seattle:  Paws 
IV/Sasquatch Books, 2002. 
The author tells the story of how she became the first woman to win the 1,100 mile Iditarod Sled Dog Race in 1985.  
(5-9) 
 
Sloat, Terri.  Berry Magic.  Anchorage:  Alaska Northwest Books, 2004. 
Long ago, berries on the tundra were hard, tasteless crowberries. As Anana watches older women complain while 
picking berries for the Fall Festival, she decides to use her magic to help change this situation.  (6-9) 
 
Webb, Sophie.  Looking for Seabirds:  Journal From an Alaskan Voyage.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 
The author provides her author's observations and adventures while working on a research vessel counting 
seabirds through Alaska's Aleutian Island chain.  (10-14) 
 
Whelan, Gloria.  Silver.  New York:  Random House, 1988. 
Even though he is the runt of the litter from her father's prize sled-racing dog, ten-year-old Rachel plans to train her 
puppy to become a champion racer and determines to track him down when he mysteriously disappears.  (9-12) 

 
ARIZONA  

 
Bierhorst, John.  Is My Friend At Home?:  Pueblo Fireside Tales.  New York:  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2001. 
A collection of traditional tales originally told in the Hopi pueblos of Arizona, featuring animal characters.  (4+) 
 
Cobb, Vicki.  This Place is Dry.  New York:  Walker, 1989. 
The living conditions in Arizona's Sonora Desert are described here as is the engineering accomplishment of the 
Hoover Dam.  (9-12) 
 
Guiberson, Brenda.  Cactus Hotel.  New York:  Henry Holt, 1991. 
The life cycle of the giant saguaro cactus is fully described, with an emphasis on its role as a home for other desert 
dwellers.  (5+) 
 
Kadohota, Cynthia.  Weedflower.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young People, 2006. 
After twelve-year-old Sumiko and her Japanese-American family are relocated from their flower farm in southern 
California to an internment camp on a Mojave Indian reservation in Arizona, she helps her family and neighbors, 
becomes friends with a local Indian boy, and tries to hold on to her dream of owning a flower shop.  (11-14) 
 
Miles, Miska.  Annie and the Old One.  Boston:  Little Brown, 1971. 
A Navajo girl unravels a day's weaving on a rug whose completion, she believes, will mean the death of her 
grandmother.  (6+) 
 

ARKANSAS 
 
Branscum, Robbie.  The Adventures of Johnny May.  New York:  Harper & Row, 1984.   
Johnny May, a poor resident of the Arkansas hills, struggles against great odds to provide her grandparents with a 
real Christmas.  (6+) 
 
Greene, Bette.  Get on Out of Here, Philip Hall.  New York:  Dial Press, 1981. 
Beth Lambert, a teenaged girl who lives in the small town of Pocahantas, Arkansas tries to outdo Philip Hall, Beth 
learns an important but painful lesson about leadership.  (9-12) 



Lucas, Emily.  Cracking the Wall:  The Struggles of the Little Rock Nine.  Minneapolis:  Carolrhoda Books, 1997. 
The nine African-American students who integrated Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1957 are 
introduced and their struggles are explored.  (5-9) 
 
Rhoades, Judy.  The King Boy.  New York:  Bradbury Press, 1991. 
Benjy's childhood in rural Arkansas is enriched by the special times he spends with his grandfather, but it is not until 
his grandfather's death that an old family secret is revealed.  (9-12) 

 
CALIFORNIA 

 
Cholodenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Does My Shirts.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2004. 
A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards' families were housed there, 
and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister.  (11-14) 
 
Cushman, Karen.  The Ballad of Lucy Whipple.  New York:  Clarion Books, 1996.  
In 1849, twelve-year-old California Morning Whipple, who renames herself Lucy, is distraught when her mother 
moves the family from Massachusetts to a rough California mining town.  (9-12) 
 
Haskins, Lori.  Breakout!:  Escape From Alcatraz.  New York:  Random House, 1996.   
The 1962 attempted escape from Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary by Frank Lee Morris, John Anglin, and Clarence 
Anglin, and the ensuing search for the missing convicts is the subject of this real-life adventure.  (4-8) 
 
Herrera, Juan Philipe.  Downtown Boy.  New York:  Scholastic Press, 2005. 
From June of 1958 to June of 1959, Juanito tries to stay out of mischief and be good as he, his mother, and his 
father move around the state of California, never quite feeling at home.  (10-14) 
 
Johnston, Tony.  Any Small Goodness:  A Novel of the Barrio.  New York:  Blue Sky, 2001. 
Arturo and his family and friends share all kinds of experiences living in the barrio of East Los Angeles--reclaiming 
their names, playing basketball, championing the school librarian, and even starting their own gang.  (9-12) 
 
Levitin, Sonia.  Boom Town.  New York:  Orchard, 1998. 
After her family moves to California where her father goes to work in the gold fields, Amanda decides to make her 
own fortune baking pies and she encourages others to provide the necessary services--from a general store to a 
school--that enables her town to prosper.  (4-8) 
 
McCully, Emily Arnold.  Squirrel and John Muir.  New York:  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2005. 
In the early 1900s, a wild little girl nicknamed Squirrel meets John Muir, later to become a famous naturalist, when 
he arrives at her parents' hotel in Yosemite Valley seeking work and knowledge about the natural world.  (5-8) 
 
Mochizuki, Ken.  Baseball Saved Us.  New York:  Lee & Low, 1993. 
A Japanese American boy learns to play baseball when he and his family are forced to live in an internment camp 
during World War II, and his ability to play helps him after the war is over.  (6-10) 
 
Montes, Marisa.  A Crazy Mixed-Up Spanglish Day.  New York:  Scholastic Press, 2003.   
In Northern California, Maritza Gabriela Morales Mercado struggles to deal with the third grade bully, to control her 
temper, and to remember to speak Spanish at home and English at school.  (6-9) 
 
Peters, Stephanie True.  Catching Waves.  New York:  Little Brown, 2006.   
Fourteen-year-old Kai Ford, a good surfer who respects the power of the sea, unfortunately does not always have 
the same respect for the privacy of other people.  (11-14) 
 
Ritter, John.  The Boy Who Saved Baseball.  New York:  Philomel Books, 2003. 
The fate of a small California town rests on the outcome of one baseball game, and Tom Gallagher hopes to lead 
his team to victory with the secrets of the now disgraced player, Dante Del Gato.  (11-14) 
 
Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Nacho and Lolita.  New York:  Scholastic Press, 2005.   
A very rare pitacohi bird falls in love with a swallow and plucks his colorful feathers to transform dry, barren San 
Juan Capistrano into a haven of flowers and flowing water, which the swallows can easily find when returning from 
their annual migration.  (4-8) 
 
Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman.  Nate the Great:  San Francisco Detective. 



Nate the Great goes to San Francisco to solve a mystery with his cousin, Olivia who is also a detective.  (4-8) 
 
Smith, D.J.  The Boys of San Joaquin.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Adults, 2005. 
In a small California town in 1951, twelve-year-old Paolo and his deaf cousin Billy get caught up in a search for 
money missing from the church collection, leading them to complicated discoveries about themselves, other family 
members, and townspeople they thought they knew.  (11-13) 
 
Talbott, Hudson.  Going Hollywood:  A Dinosaur’s Dream.  New York:  Crown, 1989. 
Rex, one of a group of dinosaurs living at the Museum of natural History, loses his place as the center of attention 
when a film director invites them all to sunny California.  (4-8) 
 
Thompson, Linda.  The California Gold Rush.  Vero Beach, Florida:  Rourke Publishing, 2005. 
The California Gold Rush comes to life in these pages which describe the events, the people and the hardships.  
(Expansion of America)  (4-8) 
 
Yep, Lawrence.  The Earth Dragon Awakes:  The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906.  New York:  Harper Collins 
Publishers, 2006. 
Eight-year-old Henry and nine-year-old Chin love to read about heroes in popular "penny dreadful" novels, until they 
both witness real courage while trying to survive the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.  (9-12) 
 

COLORADO 
 

Barron, T.A.  High as a Hawk: A Brave Girl’s Historic Climb. New York:  Philomel, 2004. 
In 1905, eight-year-old Harriet Peters fulfills her dead mother's dream by climbing Long's Peak in Colorado with the 
help of an old mountain guide, Enos Mills.  (6-9) 
 
Brown, Marc Tolan.  Buster Hunts for Dinosaurs.  New York:  Little Brown, 2006. 
When his father takes him to visit a national park about dinosaurs, Buster sends postcards to his friends back home 
telling them what he is learning.  (Postcards from Buster)  (4-8) 
 
Ernst, Kathleen.  Whistler in the Dark.  Middleton, WI:  Pleasant Co., 2002. 
In 1868, twelve-year-old Emma and her widowed mother move to a tiny mining town in Colorado Territory to start a 
newspaper, but someone is determined to scare them away. (American Girl History Mystery)  (9-12) 
 
Lowery, Linda.  One More Valley, One More Hill:  The Story of Aunt Clara Brown.  New York:  Random House, 
2002. 
The life of the woman called Aunt Clara Brown, who was born into slavery and became a pioneer and entrepreneur, 
earning money to bring other former slaves to a new start in Colorado.  (9-12) 
 
Oswald, Nancy.  Nothing Here but Stones.  New York:  Henry Holt, 2004. 
In 1882, ten-year-old Emma and her family, along with other Russian Jewish immigrants, arrive in Cotopaxi, 
Colorado, where they face inhospitable conditions as they attempt to start an agricultural colony, and lonely Emma 
is comforted by the horse whose life she saved.  (10-14) 
 
Wyss, Thelma Hatch.  Bear Dancer:  The Story of a Ute Girl.  New York:  Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2005. 
In late nineteenth-century Colorado, Elk Dress Girl, sister of Ute chief Ouray, is captured by Cheyenne and Arapaho 
warriors, rescued by the white "enemy," and finally returned to her home.  (10-14) 
 

CONNECTICUT  
 
Avi.  Windcatcher.  New York:  Bradbury Press, 1991. 
Eleven year old Tony searches for a 200 year-old shipwreck and uncovers much mystery and adventure.  (9-12) 
 
de Paoloa, Tomie.  26 Fairmount Avenue.  New York:  GP Putnam Sons, 1999. 
Children's author-illustrator Tomie De Paola describes his experiences at home and in school when he was a boy.  
(6-9) 



Flanagan, Alice K.  A Visit to the Gravensens’ Farm.  New York:  Children’s Press, 1998. 
A family farm is explored and the work done throughout the year by a couple who raises foods to sell at stores and 
roadside stands is described.  (6--10) 
 
George, Jean Craighead.  The Moon of the Deer.  New York:  Harper Collins, 1992.  
A young buck weathers a hurricane that strikes the coast of Connecticut in September.  (9-12) 
 
Maestro, Betsy.  Ferryboat.  New York:  Crowell, 1986. 
A family crosses a river on a ferryboat and observes how the ferry operates.  (4-8) 
 
Mead, Alice.  Junebug.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1995. 
An inquisitive young boy who lives with his mother and younger sister in a rough housing project in New Haven, 
Connecticut, approaches his tenth birthday with a mixture of anticipation and worry.  (9-12) 
 
Murphy, Jim.  A Young Patriot:  The Revolutionary War as Experienced by One Boy.  New York:  Clarion Books, 
1996. 
Vivid black and white photographs add to the compelling wartime memoirs of Joseph Plumb Martin, a fifteen-year-
old Connecticut farm boy who enlisted in the revolutionary army in the summer of 1776.  (9-14) 
 
Van Leeuwen, Jean.  Hannah of Fairfield.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 1999. 
Hannah Perley of Fairfield, Connecticut, is growing up which means facing new challenges, both great and small--
from saving the life of a baby lamb to helping the family prepare to send her brother Ben to join the colonial soldiers 
in the American Revolutionary War.  (Pioneer Daughters)  (5-8) 
 
Zagoren, Ruby.  Venture for Freedom:  The True Story of an AfricanYankee.  Cleveland:  World Pub. Co., 1969. 
Only seven years old when captured by enemy tribesmen, the son of a West African tribal king related in his old age 
the biography on which this account of his capture, slavery, and successful struggle for freedom is based.  (9-14) 
 

 DELAWARE 
 
Crenson, Victoria.  Horseshoe Crabs and Shorebirds:  The Story of a Food Web.  New York:  Marshall Cavendish, 
2003. 
Presents a portrait of the Delaware Bay in the spring when a wide variety of animals come to feed on the billions of 
eggs laid by horseshoe crabs.  (5-8) 
 
Greene, Ellin.  The Legend of the Cranberry.  New York:  Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1993. 
Retells the Indian legend in which the Great Spirit gave the world the cranberry to remind people of their great battle 
with the mastodons and woolly mammoths.  (5-8) 
 
Hesse, Karen.  A Light in the Storm:  The Civil War Diary of Amelia Martin.  New York:  Scholastic, 1999. 
In 1860 and 1861, while working in her father's lighthouse on an island off the coast of Delaware, fifteen-year-old 
Amelia records in her diary how the Civil War is beginning to devastate her divided state. (Dear America)  (9-12) 
 
Keehn, Sally M.  Moon of Two Dark Horses.  New York:  Philomel Books, 1995. 
At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, a twelve-year-old Delaware Indian boy and his white friend search 
sacred land for the bones of a legendary beast in an effort to keep bloodshed away from their homes.  (10-14) 
 

FLORIDA 
 
Brooks, Walter.  Freddy Goes to Florida.  New York:  A.A. Knopf, 1949. 
The barnyard animals decide to escape the cold winter by vacationing in sunny Florida.  (9-12) 
 
Carter, Dorothy A.  Grandma’s General Store: the Ark.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004. 
In the 1930s when their parents go north to Philadelphia to find work, five-year-old Pearl and seven-year-old Prince 
must stay behind with their grandmother in Florida and help her run her small store.  (9-13) 
 
Cech, John.  Django.  New York:  Maxwell McMillan International, 1994. 
In this retelling of a Floridian legend, a boy learns to fiddle and later uses his music to save the forest animals from 
the floods caused by a hurricane.  (4-8) 
 
Christelow, Ellen.  The Great Pig Search.  New York:  Clarion, 2001. 



Bert and Ethel go to Florida to look for their runaway pigs and find them in unexpected places.  (5-8) 
 
DeFelice, Cynthia.  The Missing Manatee.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005 
While coping with his parents' separation, eleven-year-old Skeet spends most of Spring Break in his skiff on a 
Florida river, where he finds a manatee shot to death and begins looking for the killer.  (9-12) 
 
Dicamillo, Kate.  The Tiger Rising.  Cambridge, MA:  Candlewick Press, 2001. 
Rob, who passes the time in his rural Florida community by wood carving, is drawn by his spunky but angry friend 
Sistine into a plan to free a caged tiger.  (11-14) 
 
George, Jean Craighead.  Everglades.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1995. 
Describes the Florida Everglades, the evolution of this unique area, and the impact humans have had on its once-
abundant life forms.  (6-9) 
 
George, Twig C.  Swimming with Sharks.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1999. 
While spending the summer in the Florida Keys with her grandfather, a retired marine biologist, ten-year-old Sarah 
has the opportunity to observe a variety of sharks and their behavior.   (9-12) 
 
Gibbons, Gail.  Sunken Treasure.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1988. 
Describes the many-years-long search for the treasure that went down with the Atocha, a Spanish galleon sunk off 
Florida in a hurricane in 1622. Includes facts about four other famous shipwrecks.  (9-12) 
 
Hiaasen, Carl.  Hoot.  New York:  AA Knopf, 2002.   
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a colony of 
burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.  (9-12) 
 
Khalsa, Dayal  Kaur.  My Family Vacation.  New York:  C.N. Potter, 1988. 
Excited May takes her first trip away from home when the family goes on vacation in Florida, and the adventures 
she and her older brother have in Miami bring them to a better understanding of each other.  (6-9) 
 
Lenski, Lois.  Strawberry Girl.  Philadelphia:  JB Lippincott, 1945.  
Birdie Boyer and her hard-working family raise strawberries in Florida, but have to face the dislike of their 
neighbors.  (8-11) 
 
Peck, Robert Newton.  Cowboy Ghost.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1999. 
Growing up without a mother and with an aloof father on a cattle ranch in Florida in the first part of the 1900s has 
made Titus very close to his older brother, Micah, and determined to make Micah proud of him when the two go on 
their first cattle drive together.  (12-14) 
 
Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan.  The Yearling.  New York:  Scribner, 1939. 
A young boy living in the Florida backwoods is forced to decide the fate of a fawn he has lovingly raised as a pet.  
(11-14) 
 
Siegelson, Kim.  Escape South.  New York:  Golden Books, 2000. 
Ben and his family escape from their slave-owner and go to Florida, where they join other black families who are 
living with the Seminole Indians and help them fight to keep their lands.  (7-10) 
 
Skurzynski, Gloria.  Deadly Waters.  Washington D.C.:  National Geographic Society, 1999. 
While visiting the Everglades National Park with their parents, the Landon children uncover the mystery of dying 
manatees and learn important lessons about the natural environment.  (National Parks Mysteries)  (8-12) 
 
Stewart, Melissa.  Life in a Wetland.  Minneapolis, MN:  Lerner, 2003. 
Describes the ecology of plants and animals in Everglades National Park, a wetland in south Florida. (8-12) 
 

GEORGIA 
 
Banks, Sarah.  A Net to Catch Time.  New York:  A.A. Knopf, 1997. 
A day in the life of a boy on one of Georgia's barrier islands as sequenced by the Gullah terms for time.  (5-8) 



Burch, Robert.  Ida Early Comes Over the Mountain.  New York:  Viking Press, 1980. 
Tough times in rural Georgia during the Depression take a lively turn when spirited Ida Early arrives to keep house 
for the Suttons.  (8-12) 
 
Climo, Shirley.  A Month of Seven Days.  New York:  T.Y. Crowell, 1987. 
When twelve-year-old Zoe's Georgia home is taken over by Union soldiers, she uses all her ingenuity to drive them 
away.  (10-14) 
 
Gibbons, Faye.  Hook Moon Night:  Spooky Tales from the Georgia Mountains.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 
1997. 
Eight hair-raising yarns told by mountain people in Georgia while sitting on their front porch many miles from the 
nearest electric lights and indoor plumbing form this storytelling collection.  (8-12) 
 
Griffith, Helen.  Georgia Music.  New York:  Greenwillow Books, 1986.   
A little girl and her grandfather share two different kinds of music, that of his mouth organ and that of the birds and 
insects around his cabin.  (5-8) 
 
Haskins, James.  Delivering Justice:  W.W. Law and the Fight for Civil Rights.  Cambridge, MA:  Candlewick Press, 
2005. 
A biography of Westley Wallace Law, the mail carrier who orchestrated the Great Savannah Boycott and was 
instrumental in bringing equality to his community.  (6-10) 
 
Kadohata, Cynthia.  Kira-Kira.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2004. 
The close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and 
early 1960s, and the despair when one sister becomes terminally ill is chronicled in this title.  (9-12) 
 
O’Connor, Barbara.  Moonpie and Ivy.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2001. 
Twelve-year-old Pearl feels hurt, confused, and unwanted when her wild, irresponsible mother leaves her with Aunt 
Ivy in a little country house in Georgia and then disappears.  (10-12) 
 

HAWAII  
 
Black, Wallce B.  Pearl Harbor!   New York:  Maxwell McMillan International Pub. Co., 1991. 
Details the anatomy of the shocking raid on the U.S. Navy's Pacific fleet that put America at war with Japan. 
Recounts Japanese strategy and tactics, and focuses on the reasons for the Americans' surprise. (World War II 50th 
Anniversary)  (10-14) 
 
Furgang, Kathy.  Kilauea: Hawaii’s Most Active Volcano.  New York:  PowerKids Press, 2001. 
Describes the formation of the Hawaiian islands and the continuing eruptions of Mt. Kilauea. (Volcanoes of the 
World)  (6-10) 
 
Guback, Georgia.  Luka’s Quilt.  New York:  Greenwillow Books, 1994. 
When Luka's grandmother makes a traditional Hawaiian quilt for her, she and Luka disagree over the colors it 
should include.  (5-7) 
 
Osborne, Mary Pope.  High Tide in Hawaii.  New York:  Random House, 2003. 
Jack and Annie travel in their Magic Tree House back to a Hawaiian island of long ago where they make friends, 
learn how to surf, and encounter a tsunami. (Magic Tree House)  (6-10) 
 
Rattigan, Jama Kim.  Dumpling Soup.  Boston:  Little Brown, 1993. 
A young Hawaiian girl tries to make dumplings for her family's New Year's celebration.  (5-9) 
 
Rumford, James.  Dog of the Sea Waves.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Co., 2004. 
Manu, one of five brothers who are the first humans to set foot on Hawaii, is unhappy until he saves the life of a 
strange creature he calls Dog-of-the-Sea-Waves, and they become fast friends.  (5-9) 
 
Salisbury, Graham.  Under the Blood-Red Sun.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 1994. 
Tomikazu Nakaji's biggest concerns are baseball, homework, and a local bully, until life with his Japanese family in 
Hawaii changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941.  (11-14) 



 
Stanley, Fay.  The Last Princess:  the Story of Princess Kaiulani of Hawaii.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2001. 
Text and colorful illustrations tell the life story of Princess Kaiulani, the late nineteenth-century heir to the Hawaiian 
throne who fought for her people but did not survive to become queen.  (7-10) 
 

IDAHO  
 
Beatty, Patricia.  Bonanza Girl.  New York:  Beech Tree Books, 1962. 
A widow and her two children head for gold rush territory in Idaho, hoping to find jobs and a new life.  (9-12) 
 
Gregory, Kristiana.  Jenny of the Tetons.  San Diego:  Harcourt, Brace and Jovanovich, 1989. 
Fifteen-year old Carrie Hill, orphaned by an Indian raid while traveling West with a wagon train, is befriended by the 
English trapper Beaver Dick and taken to live with his Indian wife Jenny and their six children.   (12-14) 
 
Lied, Kate.  Potato:  a Tale from the Great Depression.  Washington D.C.:  National Geographic Society, 1997. 
During the "Great Depression," a family seeking work finds employment for two weeks digging potatoes in Idaho.  
(5-10) 

 
ILLINOIS 

 
Alter, Judy.  Cissie Palmer:  Putting Wealth to Work.  New York:  Childrens’ Press, 1998. 
This title presents a biography of the wealthy Chicago socialite who used her money to advance worthy city causes 
and to improve the lives of working women.  (8-10) 
 
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Saving Strawberry Farm.  New York:  Greenwillow Books, 2005.   
During the Great Depression, Davey learns that a neighbor's property is about to be auctioned, and he rallies his 
friends, neighbors, and family to help save Strawberry Farm.  (4-8) 
 
Klise, Kate.  Deliver Us from Normal.  New York:  Scholsatic Press, 2005. 
With a mother who buys Christmas cards in August and a younger brother who describes the Trinity as a toasted 
marshmallow on a graham cracker, life for eleven-year-old Charles Harrisong is anything but normal in Normal, 
Illinois.  (11-14) 
 
Park, Linda Sue.  Project Mulberry.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2005. 
While working on a project for an after-school club, Julia, a Korean American girl, and her friend Patrick learn not 
just about silkworms, but also about tolerance, prejudice, friendship, patience, and more. Between the chapters are 
short dialogues between the author and main character about the writing of the book.  (12-14) 
 
Peck, Richard.  A Long Way from Chicago:  a Novel in Stories.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 1998. 
A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great Depression to visit their 
larger-than-life grandmother.  (11-14) 
 
Murphy, Jim.  The Great Fire.  New York:  Scholastic Inc., 1995. 
The catastrophic fire which destroyed much of Chicago in 1871 is told here through the eyes of several survivors.  
Their stories are strengthened with archival photos and maps detailing the damage and spread of the fire.  (8-12) 
 
Robinet, Harriette.  Missing from Haymarket Square.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2001. 
Three children in Chicago in 1886 experience the Haymarket Riot in response to exploitative working conditions.  
(9-12) 
 
Splear, Elsie Lee.  Growing Seasons.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s, 2000. 
Born into an Illinois farm family in 1906, Elsie Lee Splear describes how she, her parents, and her sisters lived in 
the early years of the twentieth century and how the changing seasons shaped their existence.  (5-10) 
 
Ward, Stasia.  I Live in a City.  New York:  PowerKids Press, 2000. 
Eight-year-old Jasmin, who lives in Chicago, describes her school, favorite sites to visit, and her city's government, 
arts, sports, neighborhoods, and tall buildings. (Kids in Their Communities)  (6-10) 



Winter, Jeanette.  The Christmas Tree Ship.  New York:  Philomel Books, 1994. 
Each winter Captain Herman fills his fishing schooner with Christmas trees, sails down Lake Michigan, and delivers 
the trees to the residents of Chicago.  (5-8) 
 

INDIANA 
 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker.  Ruthie’s Gift.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 1998. 
Just before the beginning of World War I, eight-year-old Ruthie, who lives with her parents and six brothers on a 
farm in Indiana, wishes for a sister and tries to behave like the lady her mother wants her to be.  (9-12) 
 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Running Out of Time.  New York:  Simon & Schuster, 1995. 
When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie discovers it is actually a 1995 tourist site 
under unseen observation by heartless scientists, and it's up to Jessie to escape the village and save the lives of 
the dying children.  (12-14) 
 
Henry, Joanne Landers.  Log Cabin in the Woods:  a True Story about a Pioneer Boy.  New York:  Four Winds 
Press, 1988. 
Recounts eleven-year-old Oliver Johnson's experiences living in the densely forested wilderness of nineteenth-
century central Indiana.  (9-12) 
 
Krensky, Stephen.  Abe Lincoln and the Muddy Pig.  New York:  Simon and Schuster, 2002.   
A young Abe Lincoln stumbles across a pig in trouble and decides he must help, even though it will mean arriving 
late and muddy for the important speech he is scheduled to make.  (5-8) 
 
Lasky, Kathryn.  Christmas After All:  the Great Depression Diary of Minnie Swift.  New York:  Scholastic, 2001. 
A fictional journal in which eleven-year-old Minnie Swift tells how her family dealt with the difficult times during the 
Depression and how the arrival of an orphan from Texas changed their lives in Indianapolis just before Christmas 
1932.  (Dear America) (11-14) 
 
Thrasher, Crystal.  The Dark Didn’t Catch Me.  New York:  Atheneum, 1975. 
Able to find beauty in the hills of southern Indiana, Seeley withstands the work, troubles, and sorrows that 
encompass her family during the depression.  (11-14) 
 
Wyman, Andrea.  Red Sky at Morning.  New York:  Holiday House, 1991. 
In Indiana in 1909, Callie finds that she must grow up quickly when death and other hardships leave her alone on 
the family farm with her ailing grandfather Opa.  (9-12) 
 

IOWA 
 
Chang, Heidi.  Elaine, Mary Lewis and the Frogs.  New York:  Crown Publishers, 1988. 
Chinese American Elaine Chow feels like an outcast after moving to a small town in Iowa, until she shares a new 
friendship and a science project with a girl strongly interested in frogs.  (7-10) 
 
Duggleby, John.  Artist in Overalls.  San Francisco:  Chronicle Books, 1995. 
Follows the life of the Iowa farm boy who struggled to realize his talents and who painted in Paris but returned home 
to focus on the land and people he knew best.  (8-11) 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  McBroom Tells the Truth.  New York:  Penguin Books for Young Readers, 1998. 
After leaving their rocky Connecticut farm to seek their fortunes in the West, Josh McBroom, his wife Melissa, and 
their eleven redheaded children stop in Iowa where they become the owners of a small but very unusual piece of 
property.  (7-10) 
 
Gorman, Carol.  Stumptown Kid.  Atlanta:  Peachtree, 2005. 
In a small Iowa town in 1952, eleven-year-old Charlie Nebraska, whose father died in the Korean War, learns the 
meanings of both racism and heroism when he befriends a black man who had played baseball in the Negro 
Leagues.  (9-12) 



Hall, Lynn.  Dagmar Schultz and the Angel Edna.  New York:  Scribner’s, 1989. 
Boy-crazy thirteen-year-old Dagmar finally locates potential romance in her quiet Iowa community, only to find 
herself the special project of a guardian angel with very old-fashioned morals.  (12-14) 
 
Horvath, Polly.  An Occasional Cow.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1989. 
Imogene is sent from New York City to spend the summer with her cousins on an Iowa farm.  (8-11) 
 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Maudie in the Middle.  New York:  Atheneum, 1988. 
Maudie, one of a large family growing up in Iowa in the early 1900s, seems to attract nothing but trouble when all 
she wants is to be noticed for herself; and when a crisis hits the family she finally accomplishes this in the best way 
possible.  (7-10) 
 
Rylant, Cynthia.  Old Town in the Green Groves:  Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Lost Little House Years.  New York:  
HarperCollins, 2002. 
After grasshoppers ruin the crops, eight-year-old Laura Ingalls and her family leave Plum Creek and move to Burr 
Oak, Iowa, where they experience life in a small town and help manage a hotel. (8-11) 
 
Sheth, Kasmira.  Blue Jasmine.  New York:  Hyperion Books for Children, 2004. 
When twelve-year-old Seema moves to Iowa City with her parents and younger sister, she leaves friends and family 
behind in her native India but gradually begins to feel at home in her new country.  (9-12) 
 
Wetterer, Margaret K.  Kate Shelley and the Midnight Express.  Minneapolis:  Carolhoda Books, 1990.Fifteen-year-
old Kate risks her life in a storm to prevent a train disaster.  (On My Own History)  (6-8) 
 

KANSAS  
 
Brenner, Barbara.  Wagon Wheels.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1993. 
Shortly after the Civil War a black family travels to Kansas to take advantage of the free land offered through the 
Homestead Act.  (7-9) 
 
George, Jean Craighead.  The Moon of the Moles.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1992. 
During December and January, a young mole in Kansas spends her waking hours searching for food in her network 
of underground tunnels.  (8-12)  
 
Harkrader, Lisa.  Airball:  My Life in Briefs.  New Milford, CN:  Roaring Brook Press, 2005. 
Uncoordinated Kansas seventh-grader Kirby Nickel braves his coach's ire and becomes captain of the basketball 
team in order to help him prove that NBA star Brett McGrew is the father he has never known.  (8-12) 
 
Holland, Isabelle.  The Promised Land.  New York:  Scholastic, 1996. 
Orphaned by their mother's death, two Irish Catholic sisters find a home with a kind Protestant couple on the 
Kansas frontier, but their new life is suddenly threatened by the appearance of their uncle, who is determined to 
take them back to New York and their "true" religion.  (8-12) 
 
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Pioneer Summer.  New York:  Alladin Paperbacks, 2002. 
Charlie Keller has trouble feeling at home after his abolitionist father, wanting to cast a vote for freedom, moves his 
family from Massachusetts to the Kansas Territory which is on the verge of deciding whether to enter the Union as a 
free or a slave state.  (Prairie Skies) (6-8) 
 
Kochenderfer, Lee.  The Victory Garden.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 2002. 
Hoping to contribute to the war effort during World War II, eleven-year-old Teresa organizes her friends to care for 
an ill neighbor's victory garden.  (9-12) 
 
Osborne, Mary Pope.  Twister on Tuesday.  New York:  Random House, 2001. 
When Jack and Annie travel back to the Kansas prairie in search of "something to learn," they gain an 
understanding of how hard life was for pioneers and they experience the terror of a tornado.  (Magic Tree House)  
(5-8) 
 
Prigger, Mary Skillings.  Aunt Minnie and the Twister.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2002. 
After a tornado rearranges their Kansas house, Aunt Minnie and the nine nieces and nephews living with her add on 
a much-needed new room.  (5-8) 
 
Reiss, Kathryn.  Riddle of the Prairie Bride.  Middleton, WI:  Pleasant Company, 2001. 



In 1878, twelve-year-old Ida Kate and her widowed father welcome a mail-order bride and her baby to their Kansas 
homestead, but Ida Kate soon suspects that the bride is not the woman with whom Papa has corresponded.  
(American Girl History Mysteries)  (9-12) 
 
Shannon, George.  Climbing Kansas Mountains.  New York:  Maxwell McMillan International, 1993. 
A young boy and his father share the magic of climbing the "Kansas mountains."  (4-8) 
 

KENTUCKY  
 
Appelt, Kathi.  Down Cut Shin Creek:  the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2001. 
Librarians on horseback!  This title describes the packhorse librarians, who were responsible for taking books to 
people in rural Kentucky in the 1930's on horseback.  (8-12) 
 
Byars, Betsy Cromer.  The Keeper of the Doves.  New York:  Viking, 2002. 
In the late 1800s in Kentucky, Amie McBee and her four sisters both fear and torment the reclusive and seemingly 
sinister Mr. Tominski, but their father continues to provide for his needs.  (9-12) 
 
Creech, Sharon.  Chasing Redbird.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1997. 
Thirteen-year-old Zinnia Taylor uncovers family secrets and self truths while clearing a mysterious settler trail that 
begins on her family's farm in Kentucky.  (10+) 
 
Crum, Shutta.  Spitting Image.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2003. 
In the small town of Baylor, Kentucky, twelve-year-old Jessie K. Bovey and her friends confront some of life's 
questions during their summer vacation in the late 1960s.  (9-12) 
 
Havill, Juanita.  Kentucky Troll.  New York:  Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1993. 
A Swedish troll emigrates to Kentucky and tries to live there in disguise among the humans, using his magic powder 
to make butter and luring a pretty girl to his cabin.  (5-8) 
 
Lyon, George Ella.  Weaving the Rainbow.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2004. 
An artist raises sheep, shears them, cards and spins the wool, dyes it, and then weaves a colorful picture of the 
Kentucky pasture where her lambs were born.  (3-8) 
 
Mitchell, Elizabeth.  Journey to the Bottomless Pit:  the Story of Stephen Bishop and Mammoth Cave.  New York:  
Viking, 2004. 
In 1938, as the nation struggles with slavery, seventeen-year-old Stephen Bishop serves his master as a guide in 
Kentucky's Mammoth Cave and spends his free time exploring and discovering new passages and rooms.  (9-12) 
 
Pryor, Bonnie.  Lottie’s Dream.  New York:  Simon and Shuster Books for Young Readers, 1992. 
As a young Kentucky girl, Lottie dreams of the distant ocean, but she doesn't get to live there until much later.  (5-8) 
 
Ransom, Candice.  Danger at Sand Cave.  Minneapolis:  Carolrhoda, 2003. 
When his friend, Floyd Collins, becomes trapped in a cave in Kentucky in 1925, ten-year-old Arly places himself in 
great danger while trying to help with the rescue operation.  (On My Own History)  (6-9) 
 
White, Ruth.  Tadpole.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003. 
In rural Kentucky in 1955, Serilda Collins, single mother of four lively girls, discovers that her orphaned nephew is 
being subjected to brutality.  (10+) 
 
Wilkie, Katharine Elliott.  Mary Todd Lincoln:  Girl of the Bluegrass.  New York:  Maxwell Macmillan International, 
1992. 
The childhood of the woman who became Abe Lincoln’s wife and First Lady of the United States. (Childhood of 
Famous Americans)  (8+) 
 

LOUISIANA 
 
Bridges, Ruby.  Through My Eyes.  New York:  Scholastic, 1999. 
Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the integration of her school in New 
Orleans in 1960.  (8+) 
 
Coil, Suzanne.  Mardi Gras!  New York:  Maxwell Macmillan International, 1994. 



An examination of the history and events connected with the annual pre-Lenten celebration in New Orleans, such 
as the parades, balls, krewes, and the Acadian "Courir de Mardi Gras."  (7-11) 
 
Garrett, Ann.  Keeper of the Swamp.  New York:  Turtle Books, 1999. 
A boy's heritage from his dying grandfather, who protects the alligators of their Louisiana swamp from poachers, is 
the knowledge of the ways of the swamp and how it should be kept undamaged.  Includes informational pages on 
alligators and swamps.  (4-8) 
 
Huggins, Peter.  Trosclair and the Alligator.  New York:  Star Bright Books, 2006. 
Trosclair ignores his father's warning about Gargantua, the rogue alligator living in nearby Bayou Fontaine, and 
heads off into Bee Island Swamp to hunt for turtle eggs.  (4-8) 
 
Kroll, Virginia.  Sweet Magnolia.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge, 1995. 
Denise visits her grandmother, a wildlife rehabilitator in the Louisiana bayou, and helps heal and free an injured 
painted bunting chick.  (5-8) 
 
Marcum, Lance.  The Cottonmouth Club.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005. 
Forced to spend his summer vacation with relatives in Louisiana, twelve-year-old Mitch Valentine finds himself a 
candidate for the Cottonmouth Club when he and a group of local boys become involved in secretive outdoor 
activities.  (10+) 
 
San Souci, Robert.  Six Foolish Fisherman.  New York:  Hyperion Books for Children, 2000. 
Six silly friends spend a day trying to figure out how to proceed with their fishing trip when one thing after another 
goes wrong.  (5-8) 
 
Thomassie, Tynia.  Feliciana Feydra Leroux: a Cajun Tall Tale.  Boston:  Little Brown, 1995. 
Even though Feliciana is her grandfather's favorite, he refuses to allow her to go alligator hunting with him, so one 
night she sneaks out and surreptitiously joins the hunt anyway.  (5-8) 
 
Thompson, Linda.  The Louisiana Purchase.  Vero Beach, FL:  Rourke Publishing, 2006. 
This title provides a historical exploration of the discovery, the land and purchase of what is now Louisiana.  (10+)   
 
Walter, Mildred Pitts.  Ray and the Best Family Reunion Ever.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2002. 
When his family attends a reunion in Louisiana, eleven-year-old Ray learns about his Creole roots and about the 
circumstances that have kept him from ever meeting his father's father.  (Amistad)  (8-12) 
 

MAINE 
 
Appelbaum, Diana Karter.  Cocoa Ice.  New York:  Orchard Books, 1997. 
A girl in Santo Domingo tells how cocoa is harvested during the late 1800s while at the same time her counterpart in 
Maine tells about the harvesting of ice.  (5-9) 
 
Cerullo, Mary.  Lobsters:  Gangsters of the Sea.  New York:  Cobblehill Books, 1994. 
Lobsters come to life in this title which describes the physical aspects, habits, and life cycle of the Maine lobster as 
well as the activities of New England lobstermen.  (9-12) 
 
Deans, Sis Boulos.  Rainy.   New York:  Henry Holt and Co., 2005. 
Ten-year-old Rainy Tucker, with her restless energy and knack for getting into trouble, leaves her family for the first 
time to go to sleep-away camp in rural Maine.  (9-12) 
 
Field, Rachel.  Grace for an Island Meal.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006. 
One morning in Maine, three visitors travel to a small island. The day is clear and bright - its beauty a blessing.  
Bold, color-saturated art perfectly captures the light and spirit of the Maine coast and brings to life this gentle 
prayer-like poem celebrating the simple pleasures of a summer day.  (3-6)   
 
Gibbons, Gail.  The Puffins are Back.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2001. 
Children will love puffins with this simple introduction to the physical characteristics, life cycle, and natural 
environment of the puffins living off the coast of Maine.  (5-8) 
 
Gutman, Dan.  The Get Rich Quick Club.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2004. 
Summer vacation in their small Maine town does not look too promising until twelve-year-old Gina and four of her 
friends make a pact to become millionaires before school starts in September.  (8-12) 



 
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Birdie’s Lighthouse.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1997. 
The diary of a ten-year-old girl who moves with her family in 1855 from a town on the Maine coast to rugged Turtle 
Island where her father is to be the lighthouse keeper.  (5-9) 
 
McCloskey, Robert.  One Morning in Maine.  New York:  Viking Press, 1980. 
It's a big day for a little girl when she discovers her first loose tooth and makes a trip to the grocery store on the 
mainland.  (4-8) 
 
Maclachlan, Patricia.  Skylark.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1994. 
When a drought tests the commitment of a mail-order bride from Maine to her new home on the prairie, her 
stepchildren hope they will be able to remain a family.  (Sarah, Plain and Tall)  (8-11) 
 
McMillan, Bruce.  A Beach for the Birds.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1993. 
Discusses the physical characteristics and habits of the endangered Least Terns and describes the Maine beach 
where they spend the summer and raise their young, alongside their human neighbors.  (9-11) 
 
Martin, Jacqueline Briggs.  The Finest Horse in Town.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1992. 
Long ago, two sisters in Maine owned a remarkable gray horse named Prince, who became a legend in their family.  
(4-8) 
 
Philbrick, W.R.  The Young Man and the Sea.  New York:  Blue Sky Press, 2004. 
After his mother's death, twelve-year-old Skiff Beaman decides that it is up to him to earn money to take care of 
himself and his father, so he undertakes a dangerous trip alone out on the ocean off the coast of Maine to try to 
catch a huge bluefin tuna.  (9-12) 
 
Voigt, Cynthia.  Angus and Sadie.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2005. 
Angus and Sadie, two siblings that are of mostly border collie heritage, are adopted by a young couple and start 
living on a Maine farm, where they begin to learn sheep herding and come to appreciate how they are different from 
each another.  (8-11) 
 
Wait, Lea.  Wintering Well.  New York:  Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2004. 
Fifteen-year-old Will Ames and his sister Cassie go to stay with their sister in nearby Wiscasset, Maine, after a 
disabling accident ruins Will's plans for a career in farming.  (8-12) 
 
Williams, Maiya.  The Golden Hour.  New York:  Amulet Books, 2004. 
Thirteen-year-old Rowan and his eleven-year-old sister Nina, still bereft by the death of their mother the year 
before, experience an unusual adventure through time when they come to stay with their two eccentric great-aunts 
in a small town on the Maine coast.  (11+) 
 

MARYLAND 
 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  The Flag Maker.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 
Relates events of the 1814 Battle of Baltimore as seen through the eyes of twelve-year-old Caroline Pickersgill, who 
worked with her family and their servants to sew the enormous flag which waved over Fort McHenry.  (6-10) 
 
Carbone, Elisa Lynn.  Stealing Freedom.  New York:  Knopf, 1998. 
A novel based on the events in the life of a young slave girl from Maryland who endures all kinds of mistreatment 
and cruelty, including being separated from her family, but who eventually escapes to freedom in Canada.  (11+) 
   
Cummings, Priscilla.  A Face First.  New York:  Puffin Books, 2003. 
Twelve-year-old Kelley decides to cut off contact with her friends and classmates after suffering third-degree burns 
to her face and body in a car accident near her home on Maryland's Kent Island.  (10+) 



 
Cummings, Priscilla.  Meet Chadwick and His Chesapeake Bay Friends.  Centreville, MD:  Tidewater Publishers, 
1999. 
Introduces Chadwick, the Chesapeake Bay blue crab and his many friends, including Bernie the Sea Gull, Toulouse 
the Canada Goose, Matilda Egret, Hector Spector the Jellyfish, and Orville Oyster, and tells how they all live 
together in the Chesapeake Bay.  (5-8) 
 
Hahn, Mary Downing.  Anna on the Farm.  New York:  Clarion, 2001. 
Nine-year-old Anna is happy to spend a week at her aunt and uncle's Beltsville, Maryland, farm until she meets 
Theodore, who calls her a "city slicker" and spurs her to prove that she's just as clever and brave as he is.  (8-12) 
 
Hahn, Mary Downing.  Promises to the Dead.  New York:  Clarion, 2000. 
Twelve-year-old Jesse leaves his home on Maryland's Eastern Shore to help a young runaway slave find a safe 
haven in the early days of the Civil War.  (11+) 
 
Howard, Elizabeth.  Aunt Flossie’s Hats (and Crab Cakes Later).  New York:  Clarion, 1991. 
Sara and Susan share tea, cookies, crab cakes, and stories about hats when they visit their favorite relative, Aunt 
Flossie.  (5-8) 
 
Jenkins, Priscilla Belz.  Falcons Nest on Skyscrapers.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1996. 
The story of a peregrine falcon family living in a skyscraper high above Baltimore. The baby peregrines were the 
first successfully hatched in the wild in the eastern United States in more than thirty years.  (5-9) 
 
Kenny, Katherine.  Juanita Jackson Mitchell:  Freedom Fighter.  Baltimore, MD:  PublishAmerica, 2005. 
From the 1930s until the 1980s, Mitchell was a force in civil rights in Maryland.  (8-11) 
 
Kimball, K.M.  The Star Spangled Secret.  New York:  Aladdin Paperbacks, 2001. 
In 1814, as the War of 1812 threatens her Maryland home, thirteen-year-old Caroline sets out to discover the truth 
about the disappearance of her older brother.   (9-12) 
 
Leatherman, Diane.  Rebecca, a Maryland Farm Girl.  Cabin John, MD:  Crossing Kansas, 2002. 
A short novel based on the real childhood story of a woman who grew up during the 1920s and 1930s, describing 
the harsh lifestyle of farmers and their families.  (8-12) 
 
Lough, Loree.  Lord Baltimore.  Philadelphia:  Chelsea House Publishers, 2000. 
A biography of the Catholic baron who became the founder of the state of Maryland.  (Colonial Leaders)  (8-12)  
 
McCully, Emily Arnold.  The Battle for St. Michaels.   New York:  HarperCollins, 2002. 
In 1813, nine-year-old Caroline, a fast runner, helps the residents of Saint Michaels, Maryland, as they defend their 
town against the British.  (6-9) 
 
Menendez, Shirley.  B is for Blue Crab: a Maryland Alphabet.  Chelsea, MI:  Sleeping Bear Press, 2004. 
A beautifully illustrated title uses the alphabet to teach children about the Free State.  (4-7) 
 
Miller, William.  Frederick Douglass:  the Last Day of Slavery.  New York:  Lee and Low Books, 1995. 
Traces the life of the black abolitionist, from his early years in slavery to his later success as a persuasive editor, 
orator, and writer.  (11+) 
 
Nicholson, Lois.  From Maryland to Cooperstown:  Seven Maryland Natives in Baseball’s Hall of Fame.  Centreville, 
MD:  Tidewater Publishers, 1998. 
Chronicles the lives and careers of seven native-born Marylanders who are enshrined in the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame.  (10+)  
 
Tayac, Gabrielle.  Meet Naiche:  a Native American Boy from the Chesapeake Bay Area.  Washington, D.C.:  
Smithosonian Institution, 2002. 
Details a day in the life of a rural Maryland boy of Piscataway and Apache descent, looking at his family, the history 
of his tribe, and some traditional ceremonies and customs that are still observed today.  (8-12) 



MASSACHUSETTS 
 
Adler, David.  A Picture Book of Paul Revere.  New York:  Holiday House, 1995. 
A picture book biography of Paul Revere, patriot and artisan.  (6-9) 
 
Avi.  Emily Upham’s Revenge:  a Massachusetts’ Adventure.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 1992. 
During the summer of 1875, a seven-year-old girl is sent to live with her wealthy uncle in Massachusetts and 
becomes involved in a very suspicious bank robbery.  (11+) 
 
Bregoli, Jane.  The Goat Lady.  Gardiner, ME:  Tilbury House, 2004. 
Tells the story of an elderly French-Canadian woman who  lived in Massachusetts and raised goats to provide milk 
for people who needed it.  (8-11) 
 
Bruchac, Joseph.  Squanto’s Journey:  the Story of the First Thanksgiving.  San Diego:  Silver Whistle, 2000. 
Squanto recounts how in 1614 he was captured by the British, sold into slavery in Spain, and ultimately returned to 
the New World to become a guide and friend for the colonists.  (7-10) 
 
Duble, Kathleen Benner.  The Sacrifice.  New York:  McElderry Books, 2005. 
Two sisters, aged ten and twelve, are accused of witchcraft in Andover, Massachusetts, in 1692 and await trial in a 
miserable prison while their mother desperately searches for some way to obtain their freedom.  (10-14) 
 
Fraustino, Lisa Rowe.  I Walk in Dread:  the Diary of Deliverance Trembley, Witness to the Salem Witch Trials.  
New York:  Scholastic, 2004.  
Twelve-year-old Deliverance Trembley writes in her diary about the fears and doubts that arise during the 1692 
witch hunt and trials in Salem Village, Massachusetts, especially when her pious friend, Goody Corey, is 
condemned as a witch.  (Dear America)  (10+) 
 
Johnson, Donald.  Henry Hikes to Fitchburg.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2000.    
While a friend works to earn train fare to Fitchburg, young Henry Thoreau walks the thirty miles through woods and 
fields, enjoying nature and the time to think great thoughts.  (4-8) 
 
Paterson, John.  Blueberries for the Queen.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2004. 
In the summer of 1942, when Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands lives down the road from his family's house in 
Massachusetts, young William decides to take her some of the blueberries he has picked.  (5-8) 
 
Waters, Kate.  Giving Thanks:  the 1621 Harvest Feast.  New York:  Scholastic Press, 2001. 
Imagines the perspectives of a fourteen-year-old Wampanoag boy and a six-year-old English boy on the day of the 
1621 harvest feast that came to be known as Thanksgiving.  (7-11) 
 
Wilson, Nancy Hope.  Becoming Felix.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1996. 
Worried about the difficulties on his family's Massachusetts dairy farm, twelve-year-old JJ is willing to give up on his 
dreams of becoming a great clarinet player and on his friendship with a new Jewish classmate who shares his love 
of music.  (8-12) 
 
Yolen, Jane.  Letting Swift River Go.  Boston:  Little Brown, 1992. 
Relates Sally Jane's experience of changing times in rural America, as she lives through the drowning of the Swift 
River towns in western Massachusetts to form the Quabbin Reservoir.  (5-8) 

 
MICHIGAN 

 
Blos, Joan.  Brothers of the Heart.  New York:  Scribner, 1985. 
Fourteen-year-old Shem spends six months in the Michigan wilderness alone with a dying Indian woman, who helps 
him, not only to survive, but to mature to the point where he can return to his family and the difficulties of life as a 
cripple in a frontier village.  (8-12) 
 
Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Willow Run. New York:  Wendy Lamb Books, 2005. 
During World War II, after moving with her parents to Willow Run, Michigan, when her father gets a job in the B-24 
bomber-building factory, eleven-year-old Meggie learns about different kinds of bravery from all of the people 
around her.  (9-12) 
 



Polacco, Patricia.  An Orange for Frankie.  New York:  Philolmel Books, 2004. 
Frankie and his eight brothers and sisters learn lessons about giving, family, and tradition during a snowy Michigan 
Christmas long ago.  (4-8) 
 
Stanley, Jerry.  Big Annie of Calumet:  a True Story of the Industrial Revolution.  New York:  Crown Publishers, 
1996.   
The story of Annie Clemenc and the 1913 strike by copper miners employed by the Calumet & Hecla Mining 
Company in upper Michigan.  (11+) 
 
Willey, Margaret.  Clever Beatrice and the Best Little Pony.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2004. 
Clever Beatrice seeks out Mister Le Pain, the village breadmaker, to come up with a plan to protect her pony from 
the tiny bearded lutin that magically rides him every night.  (5-8) 
 
Whelan, Gloria.  The Wanigan:  a Life on the River.  New York:  Knopf, 2002. 
In 1878, eleven-year-old Annabel and her parents survive a year of adventure which includes floating downriver in 
two shacks along with a group of Michigan lumbermen moving logs.  (8-12) 
 

MINNESOTA 
 
Bauer, Marion Dane.  Land of the Buffalo Bones:  the Diary of Mary Ann Elizabeth Rodgers, an English Girl in 
Minnesota.  New York:  Scholastic, 2003. 
Fourteen-year-old Polly Rodgers keeps a diary of her 1873 journey from England to Minnesota as part of a colony 
of eighty people seeking religious freedom, and of their first year struggling to make a life there, led by her father, a 
Baptist minister.  (9-12) 
 
Brown, Jackie.  Little Cricket.  New York:  Hyperion Books for Children, 2004. 
After the upheaval of the Vietnam War reaches them, twelve-year-old Kia and her Hmong family flee from the 
mountains of Laos to a refugee camp in Thailand and eventually to the alien world of Saint Paul, Minnesota.  (10+) 
 
Davis, Lucille.  The Mayo Brothers:  Doctors to the World.  New York:  Children’s Press, 1998. 
A biography of the world-famous doctors who established the Mayo Clinic, funded numerous medical studies, and 
contribute thousands of dollars to their home city of Rochester, Minnesota.  (Community Builders)  (8-12) 
 
Lasky, Kathryn.  Marven of the Great North Woods.  San Diego:  Harcourt Brace, 1997. 
When his Jewish parents send him to a Minnesota logging camp to escape the influenza epidemic of 1918, ten-
year-old Marven finds a special friend.  (6-9) 
 
Lorbiecki, Marybeth.  My Palace of Leaves in Sarajevo.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 1997. 
In 1991, ten-year-old Nadja begins writing to her cousin in Minnesota, and over the next four years, her letters 
reveal the horrors of war in this former republic of Yugoslavia, while her cousin's letters give Nadja and her family 
some hope.  (8-12) 
 
Nobisso, Josephine.  John Blair and the Great Hinckley Fire.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2000. 
Tells how a brave African-American porter helped save many lives when the train on which he was working was 
caught up in the horrendous firestorm near Hinkley, Minnesota, in 1894.  (7-10) 
 
Paulsen, Gary.  The Quilt.  New York:  Wendy Lamb Books, 2004. 
During World War II, while his father is in Europe fighting and his mother is working in Chicago, a five-year-old boy 
goes to live with his grandmother in a rural Norwegian American community in Minnesota. Based on events from 
the author's life.  (8-12) 
 
Reqquintti, Gordon.  The Sacred Harvest:  Ojibway Wild Rice Gathering.  Minneapolis, MN:  Lerner Publications, 
1992. 
Glen Jackson, Jr., an eleven-year-old Ojibway Indian in northern Minnesota, goes with his father to harvest wild 
rice, the sacred food of his people.  (We Are Still Here) (8+) 
 
Sorensen, Henri.  New Hope.  New York:  Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1995. 
A boy asks his grandfather to tell the story of how his great-great-great-grandfather came to America with his family, 
began a journey west, and built a home that became the beginning of the town of New Hope.  (3-8) 



Wells, Rosemary.  Wingwalker.  New York:  Hyperion Books for Children, 2002. 
During the Depression, Reuben and his out-of-work parents move from Oklahoma to Minnesota, where his father 
gets a job as a carnival wingwalker and Reuben has a chance to overcome his terror of flying.  (7-10) 
 

MISSISSIPPI 
 
Esbaum, Jill.  Ste-e-e-e-eamboat A-Comin!  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005. 
A village comes to life when a Mississippi River steamboat arrives and unloads its goods.  (5-8) 
 
Johnson, Angela.  I Dream of Trains.  New York:  Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2003. 
The son of a sharecropper dreams of leaving Mississippi on a train with the legendary engineer Casey Jones.  (5-7) 
 
Harness, Cheryl.  Mark Twain and the Queens of the Mississippi.  New York:  Simon and Schuster Books for Young 
Readers, 1998. 
Focuses on the American author's connection with steamboats on the Mississippi River while also presenting a 
history of the craft.  (6-10) 
 
Holling, Holling Clancy.  Minn of the Mississippi.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1951. 
The adventure of a three-legged snapping turtle as she travels from the headwaters to the mouth of the Mississippi 
River illustrate the life cycle of the turtle and the geography, history, geology, and climate of the river.  (9-12) 
 
Kellogg, Steven.  Mike Fink:  a Tall Tale.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 1992. 
Relates the extraordinary deeds of the frontiersman who became King of the Keelboatmen on the Mississippi River.  
(5-8) 
 
Littlesugar, Amy.  Freedom School, Yes!  New York:  Philomel, 2001. 
When their house is attacked because her mother volunteered to take in the young white woman who has come to 
teach African-American children at the Freedom School, Jolie is afraid, but she overcomes her fear after learning 
the value of education.  (5-8) 
 
Lorenz, Albert.  Journey to Cahokia:  a Boy’s Visit with the Great Mound City.  New York:  H. Abrams, 2004. 
In ca. 1300, Little Hawk and his family take a trip to trade with the Indians of Cahokia, the great city along the 
Mississippi River.  (5-9) 
 
McMullan, Margaret.  How I Found the Strong:  a Civil War Story.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 
Frank Russell, known as Shanks, wishes he could have gone with his father and brother to fight for Mississippi and 
the Confederacy, but his experiences with the war and his changing relationship with the family slave, Buck, change 
his thinking.  (11+) 
 
Mitchell, Margaree King.  Granddaddy’s Gift.  Mahwah, NJ:  Bridgewater Books, 1997. 
When her grandfather registers to vote while living in segregated Mississippi, an Afro-American girl begins to 
understand why he insists that she attend school.  (5-9) 
 
Rodman, Mary Ann.  Yankee Girl.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004. 
When her FBI-agent father is transferred to Jackson, Mississippi, in 1964, eleven-year-old Alice wants to be popular 
but also wants to reach out to the one black girl in her class in a newly-integrated school.  (9-12) 
 
Rubright, Lynn.  Mama’s Window.  New York:  Lee & Low Books, 2005. 
His dying mother's insistence leads an eleven-year-old black child to be raised by his disabled uncle, in the swamps 
of the Mississipi Delta in the early 1900s, and to recall her tireless work to fund a stained glass window for her 
church.  (8+) 
 
St. Lawrence, Genevieve.  Medgar Evans.  Chicago:  Raintree, 2004. 
Examines the life of African-American civil rights leader Medgar Evers, discussing his youth and education, his work 
with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and his assassination in 1963.  (8-11) 
 
Taylor, Mildred.  Song of the Trees.  New York:  Dial Press, 1975. 
During the Depression, a rural black family attached to the forest on their land tries to save it from being cut by an 
unscrupulous white man.  (8-12) 



 
Vander Zee, Ruth.  Mississippi Morning.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Eerdman’s Books for Young Readers.  2004. 
Amidst the economic depression and racial tension of the 1930s, a boy discovers a horrible secret of his father's 
involvement in the Ku Klux Klan.  (4-8) 
 
Vieira, Linda.  The Mighty Mississippi:  the Life and Times of America’s Greatest River.  New York:  Walker & Co., 
2005. 
A epic history detailing one of the great natural wonders in the United States.  (6-10) 
 
Wiles, Deborah.  Love, Ruby Lavender.  San Diego:  Harcourt, 2001. 
When her quirky grandmother goes to Hawaii for the summer, nine-year-old Ruby learns to survive on her own in 
Mississippi by writing letters, befriending chickens as well as the new girl in town, and finally coping with her 
grandfather's death.  (8-12) 
 

MISSOURI 
 
Bornstein, Ruth.  Butterflies and Lizards, Beryl and Me.  New York:  M. Cavendish, 2002. 
In 1934, eleven-year-old Charlotte and her mother move to tiny Valley Junction, Missouri, where Charlotte befriends 
an eccentric old woman in spite of her mother's and others' warnings.  (8-12) 
 
Calvert, Patricia.  Sooner.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1998. 
With the realization that his father may not return now that the Civil War is over, thirteen-year-old Tyler finds himself 
the man of their Missouri farm and the master of a new dog, the strikingly colored Sooner.  (9-12) 
 
Clements, Bruce.  I Tell a Lie Every So Often.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1974. 
In 1848 a fourteen-year-old Missourian, although not a habitual liar, tells two lies that start off an unusual chain of 
events.  (Sunburst)  (10+) 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  Humbug Mountain.  Boston:  Little Brown, 1978. 
A young boy and his wandering family foil villains and rout nasty varmints as they make a home for themselves in a 
beached boat on the banks of the Missouri.  (8-12) 
 
Hall, Lynn.  Windsong.  New York:  Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1992. 
Growing up in a small Missouri town and feeling unloved at home, thirteen-year-old Marty is determined to find a 
way to keep a special greyhound puppy from the kennel where she works.  (11+) 
 
Lourie, Peter.  Traveling the Missouri.  Parsippany, NJ:  Silver Burdett Press, 1997. 
Describes the author's trip up the Missouri River by canoe and motorboat and compares it to the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition.  (5-7) 
 
MacBride, Roger.  Little House on Rocky Ridge.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1993. 
In 1894 Laura Ingalls Wilder, her husband, and her seven-year-old daughter Rose leave the Ingalls family in Dakota 
and make the long and difficult journey to Missouri to start a new life.  (Little House)  (8-12) 
 
Tate, Eleanora.  The Minstrel’s Melody.  Middleton, WI:  Pleasant Co., 2001. 
In 1904, twelve-year-old Orphelia follows her dream by running away from home to join an all-black minstrel show 
headed for the Saint Louis World's Fair, and learns about her family's troubled past in the process.  (American Girl 
History Mysteries)  (9-12) 
 
Twain, Mark.  Huckleberry Finn.  New York:  Morrow, 1994. 
The adventures of a boy and a runaway slave as they travel down the Mississippi River on a raft.  (10+) 
 

MONTANA 
 
Ancona, George.  Powwow.  San Diego:  Harcourt Brace, 1993. 
A photo essay on the pan-Indian celebration called a powwow, this particular one being held on the Crow 
Reservation in Montana.  (8+) 



Cohn, Janice.  The Christmas Menorahs:  How a Town Fought Hate.  Morton Grove, IL:  A. Whitman, 1995. 
Describes how people in Billings, Montana joined together to fight a series of hate crimes against a Jewish family.  
(7-11) 
 
Collard, Sneed.  Dog Sense: a Novel.  Atlanta:  Peachtree, 2005. 
After he and his mother move from California to Montana to live with his grandfather, thirteen-year-old Guy 
gradually adjusts to the unfamiliar surroundings, makes a friend, and learns to deal with a bully, with the help of his 
Frisbee-catching dog, Streak.  (10+) 
 
Corcoran, Barbara.  Wolf at the Door.  New York:  Maxwell Macmillan International, 1993. 
Living in the shadow of her beautiful and talented younger sister, Lee cares for a wolf pack that needs protection 
from cattle ranchers.  (9-12) 
 
Hoyt-Goldsmith, Diane.  Buffalo Days.  New York:  Holiday House, 1997. 
Describes life on a Crow Indian reservation in Montana, and the importance these tribes place on buffalo, which are 
once again thriving in areas where the Crow live.  (8+) 
 
Miller, Robert H.  The Story of “Stagecoach” Mary Fields.  Englewood Cliff, NJ:  Silver Burdett Press, 1995. 
Tells the story of Mary Fields who was a slave for the first thirty years of her life and as a freed woman spent the 
next fifty years adventuring as a mail carrier.  (Stories of the Forgotten West)  (5-9) 
 
Roy, Ron.  The Ninth Nugget.  New York:  Random House, 2001. 
When Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose visit a dude ranch in Montana, they find themselves with another mystery to 
solve, this one involving the theft of money from the ranch's safe and of a large gold nugget that Josh had found. (A 
to Z Mysteries series)  (7-10) 
 

NEBRASKA 
 
Bunting, Eve.  Dandelions.  San Diego:  HarcourtBrace, 1995. 
Zoe and her family find strength in each other as they make a new home in the Nebraska territory.  (5-8) 
 
Clements, Andrew.  Room One: a Mystery or Two.  New York:  Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 
2006. 
Ted, the only sixth grader in his small Nebraska town's one-room schoolhouse, searches for clues to the 
disappearance of a homeless family.  (8+) 
 
Cross, Gillian.  The Great American Elephant Chase.  New York:  Holiday House, 1993. 
In 1881 fifteen-year-old Tad helps a girl in her attempt to get a mighty Indian elephant to friends in Nebraska, while 
pursued by two unscrupulous villains who wish to take the elephant from her.  (10+) 
 
Gray, Dianne.  Together Apart.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 
In 1888, a few months after barely surviving a deadly blizzard that has killed two of her brothers, fifteen-year-old 
Hannah goes to work at the home of a wealthy widow whose progressive social ideas scandalize the town of Prairie 
Hill, Nebraska.  (11+) 
 
LaFaye. A.  Worth. New York:  Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2004. 
After breaking his leg, Nate feels useless because he cannot work on the family farm in nineteenth-century 
Nebraska, so when his father brings home an orphan boy to help with the chores, Nate feels even worse.  (9-12) 
 
Levinson, Nancy.  Prairie Friends.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2003. 
When Betsy learns that a new family is coming to the Nebraska prairie, she hopes they have a girl who will be her 
friend.  (5-8) 
 
Ruckman, Ivy.  Night of the Twisters.  New York:  Crowell, 1984. 
A fictional account of the night freakish and devastating tornadoes hit Grand Island, Nebraska, as experienced by a 
twelve-year-old, his family, and friends.  (9-12) 
 
Warren, Andrea.  Pioneer Girl:  Growing Up on the Prairie.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 1998. 
Tells about the daily life and activities of a pioneer girl growing up on the prairies of Nebraska.  (8-12) 
 



NEVADA 
 
Arnold, Caroline.  Hawk Highway in the Sky:  Watching Raptor Migration.  San Diego:  Harcourt Brace, 1997. 
Provides information about hawks, eagles, and falcons and efforts to study them, especially the HawkWatch 
International Raptor Migration Project in the Goshute Mountains in Nevada.  (10+) 
 
Fuchs, Bernie.  Ride Like the Wind:  a Tale of the Pony Express.  New York:  Blue Sky Press, 2004. 
In Nevada in 1861, a young Pony Express rider races for his life, pursued by seven Paiute warriors who are 
determined to drive white settlers out of their territory.  (4-8) 
 
Greenburg, Dan.  Lost in Las Vegas.  New York:  Random House, 2006. 
After crashing their spaceship in the Nevada desert, Klatu, Lek, and their sister Ploo go to Las Vegas in search of 
the one mechanic who can fix it.  (Weird Planet series)  (6-9) 
 
Levinson, Nancy.  Snowshoe Thompson.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1992. 
One winter John Thompson skis across the Sierra Nevada Mountains and creates a path upon which mail and 
people may travel, thus earning his nickname "Snowshoe Thompson."  (5-8) 
 
Mooser, Stephen.  Orphan Jeb at the Massacree.  New York:  Knopf, 1984. 
Jeb, twelve years old in 1860, sets out alone for Nevada in search of his long-absent prospector father, only to be 
told he is in jail about to be hanged for murder.  (10+) 
 
Siebert, Diane.  Sierra.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1992. 
One of the Sierra Mountains speaks of the beauty and timelessness of herself and her sister peaks.  (5-8) 
 
Weeks, Sarah.  So B. It.  New York:  Laura Geringer Books, 2004. 
After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic neighbor, twelve-year-old Heidi sets out 
from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out who she is.  (9-12) 
 
Yin.  Coolies.  New York:  Philomel, 2001. 
A young boy hears the story of his great-great-great-grandfather and his brother who came to the United States to 
make a better life for themselves helping to build the transcontinental railroad.  (6-10) 

 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
Banks, Kate.  Dillon Dillon.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2002. 
During the summer that he turns ten years old, Dillon Dillon learns the surprising story behind his name and 
develops a relationship with three loons, living on the lake near his family's New Hampshire cabin, that help him 
make sense of his life.  (8-12) 
 
Bertrand, Lynne.  Granite Baby.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005. 
Five talented New Hampshire sisters try to care for a baby that one of them has carved out of granite.  (5-9) 
 
Blos, Joan.  A Gathering of Days:  a New England Girl’s Journal, 1830-32.  New York:  Scribner, 1979. 
The journal of a 14-year-old girl, kept the last year she lived on the family farm, records daily events in her small 
New Hampshire town, her father's remarriage, and the death of her best friend.  (9-12) 
 
Bruchac, Joseph.  The Heart of a Chief.  New York:  Puffin, 2001. 
An eleven-year-old Penacook Indian boy living on a reservation faces his father's alcoholism, a controversy 
surrounding plans for a casino on a tribal island, and insensitivity toward Native Americans in his school and nearby 
town.  (9-12) 
 
Hall, Donald.  Lucy’s Summer.  San Diego:  Harcourt Brace, 1995. 
For Lucy Wells, who lives on a farm in New Hampshire, the summer of 1910 is filled with helping her mother can 
fruits and vegetables, enjoying the Fourth of July celebration, and other activities.  (5-8) 



Jeffrey, Laura.  Christa McAuliffe:  a Space Biography.  Springfield, NJ:  Enslow, 1998.A biography of the school 
teacher turned astronaut whose life was tragically ended when the space shuttle Challenger exploded just after 
liftoff.  (Countdown to Space)  (8-11) 
 
Kinsey-Warnock, Cynthia.  The Bear that Heard Crying.  New York:  Cobblehill Books, 1993.A fictionalized retelling 
of the true story of three-year-old Sarah Whitcher, who, in 1783, became lost in the woods of New Hampshire and 
was protected by a bear until her rescue four days later.  (5-8) 
 
Ward, Stasia.  I Live in a Town.  New York:  PowerKids Press, 2000.An eight-year-old child who lives in a small 
town in New Hampshire describes life in that rural community including its homes, schools, town meetings, 
orchards, and special days.  (Kids in Their Communities)  (8-11) 
 

NEW JERSEY 
 
Avi.  Captain Grey.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 1993. 
Following the Revolution, an eleven-year-old boy becomes the captive of a ruthless man who has set up his own 
"nation," supported by piracy, on a remote part of the New Jersey coast.  (10+) 
 
Buckey, Sarah Masters.  Gangsters at the Grand Atlantic.  Middleton, WI:  Pleasant Co., 2003. 
In 1925, after witnessing the violent actions of some gangsters, twelve-year-old Emily accompanies her older sister 
on a trip to a luxurious hotel on the New Jersey shore but worries that the gangsters have come to the same hotel. 
(American Girl History Mysteries)  (9-12) 
 
Capuzzo, Mike.  Close to Shore:  the Terrifying Shark Attacks of 1916.  New York:  Crown, 2003. 
Chronicles the two weeks in July 1916 when shark attacks plagued the New Jersey shoreline.  (11+) 
 
Gutman, Dan.  The Edison Mystery.  New York:  Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2001. 
Thirteen-year-old Robert "Qwerty" Stevens uses the time machine he finds in his back yard to visit Thomas Edison's 
workshop in 1879, and there helps develop the electric light bulb, but then needs his sister's help to return to his 
own time.  (Qwerty Stevens)  (10+) 
 
Holm & Hamel.  The Postman Always Brings Mice.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2004. 
A dashing British feline spy is dismayed to find himself stranded in New Jersey and adopted by a typical suburban 
family, until he puts his skills to good use for his new human.  (Stink Files)  (8-11) 
 
O’Brien, Patrick.  The Hindenburg.  New York:  H. Holt, 2000. 
Describes the development and early flights of airships and the disastrous crash of the Hindenburg at an airfield in 
New Jersey in 1937.  (6-9) 
 
Pinkwater, Daniel.  Aunt Lulu.  New York:  Macmillan, 1998. 
Tired of working as a librarian in Alaska, Aunt Lulu takes her sled and her fourteen Huskies and moves to 
Parsippany, New Jersey.  (5-8) 
 
St. George, Judith.  Mystery at St. Martin’s.  New York:  Putnam, 1979. 
When counterfeit money begins to circulate in her small New Jersey town and her father's parish seems to be 
implicated, 12-year-old Ruth determines to help him by tracking down the source of the money.  (11+) 
 
Walker, Sally.  The 18 Penny Goose.  New York:  HarperTrophy, 1999. 
Eight-year-old Letty attempts to save her pet goose from marauding British soldiers in New Jersey during the 
Revolutionary War.  (7-9) 
 

NEW MEXICO 
 
Anaya, Rudolfo.  My Land Sings:  Stories from the Rio Grande.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 1999. 
A collection of ten original and traditional stories set in New Mexico.  (9+) 
 
Hayes, Joe.  Pajaro Verde/The Green Bird.  El Paso, TX:  Cinco Puntos Press, 2002. 
Although her mother and sisters make fun of her decision to marry a green bird, to Mirabel he is a prince. So when 
her family's jealousy endangers him, she sets out to save his life and their love.  (9-12) 
 
Hoyt-Goldsmith, Diane.  Pueblo Storyteller.  New York:  Holiday House, 1991. 



A young Cochiti Indian girl living with her grandparents in the Cochiti Pueblo near Santa Fe, New Mexico, describes 
her home and family and the day-to-day life and customs of her people.  (8-11) 
 
King, Elizabeth.  Chile Fever:  a Celebration of Peppers.  New York:  Dutton Children’s Books, 1995. 
A photographic buffet of the fiery colors of chile peppers.  (6-11) 
 
Krull, Kathleen.  What Really Happened in Roswell?: Just the Facts (Plus the Rumors) about UFOs and Aliens.  
New York:  Harper Collins, 2003. 
Looks into the 1947 crash in New Mexico of an object which many people believe was an alien spacecraft, 
providing reports of what people claim to have seen and the government cover-up that followed.  (8-11) 
 
Morris, Juddi.  Tending the Fire: the Story of Maria Martinez.  Flagstaff, AZ:  Northland Publishers, 1997. 
A biography of the Tewa Indian woman who revived the dying art of her people, ceramic pottery, and shared her 
knowledge with others.  (8-12) 
 
Pollock, Penny.  The Turkey Girl:  a Zuni Cinderella Story.  Boston:  Little Brown, 1996. 
In this Native American variant of a familiar story, some turkeys make a gown of feathers for the poor girl who tends 
them so that she can participate in a sacred dance, but they desert her when she fails to return as promised.  (5-8) 
 
Rodanas, Kristina.  Dragonfly’s Tale.  New York:  Clarion Books, 1991.After a poor harvest two children regain the 
Corn Maidens' blessings for their people with the aid of a cornstalk toy, the dragonfly.  (5-8) 
 
Timberlake, Amy.  The Dirty Cowboy.  New York:  Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2003. 
Telling his faithful dog to make sure nobody touches his clothes but him, a cowboy jumps into a New Mexico river 
for a bath, not realizing just how much the scrubbing will change his scent.  (4-8) 
 
Tripp, Valerie.  Meet Josefina, an American Girl.  Middleton, WI:  Pleasant Co., 1997. 
Nine-year-old Josefina, the youngest of four sisters living in New Mexico in 1824, tries to help run the household 
after her mother dies.  (American Girl)  (8-12) 
 
Winter, Jeanette.  My Name is Georgia.  San Diego:  Silver Whistle/Harcourt Brace, 1998. 
Presents, in brief text and illustrations, the life of the painter who drew much of her inspiration from nature.  (6-10) 

NEW YORK 

Bartone, Elisa.  Peppe the Lamplighter.  New York:  Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Books, 1993. 
Peppe's father is upset when he learns that Peppe has taken a job lighting the gas street lamps in his New York 
City neighborhood.   (5-8) 
 
Bolden, Tanya.  Maritcha:  a Nineteenth Century American Girl.  New York:  Harry N. Abrams, 2005. 
Based on an actual memoir written by Maritcha Rémond Lyons, who was born and raised in New York City, this 
story describes a childhood as black free child living during the days of slavery.  (8-12) 
 
Bruchac, Joseph.  Hidden Roots.  New York:  Scholastic Books, 2004. 
Although he is uncertain why his father is so angry and what secret his mother is keeping from him, eleven-year-old 
Sonny knows that he is different from his classmates in their small New York town.  (9-12) 
 
Burg, Ann E.  Times Square: a New York State Number Book.  Chelsea, MI:  Sleeping Bear Press, 2005. 
Presents the numbers 1 though 12 and 20 through 100 by tens in rhyming text as it describes historical events, 
landmarks, and famous people of the state of New York.  (Count Your Way Across the USA) (4-8) 
 
Feinstein, John.  Vanishing Act.  New York:  Knopf, 2006. 
Eighth-grade sports reporters Susan Carol and Stevie reunite at the U.S. Open tennis championships where they 
investigate the mysterious disappearance of a top Russian player.  (9-12) 
 
Gerstein, Mordicai.  The Man Who Walked Between the Towers.  Brookfield, CN:  Roaring Brook Press, 2003.   
A lyrical look at Philippe Petit's 1974 tightrope walk between the World Trade Center towers.  (5-8) 



Haseley, Dennis.  The Invisible Moose.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 2006. 
When his beloved is captured by Steel McSteal, a shy moose summons his courage and, with the help of an 
invisibility potion, sets off to rescue her in New York City.  (4-8) 
 
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Sky Boys:  How They Built the Empire State Building.  New York:  Schwartz & Wade Books, 
2006. 
In 1931, a boy and his father watch as the world's tallest building, the Empire State Building is constructed near 
their Manhattan home.  (4-8) 
 
Kalman, Maira.  Fireboat:  the Heroic Adventues of the John J. Henry.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2002. 
A fireboat, launched in 1931, is retired after many years of fighting fires along the Hudson River, but is saved from 
being scrapped and then called into service again on September 11, 2001.  (4-8) 
 
Lombard, Jenny.  Drita, My Homegirl.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2006. 
When ten-year-old Drita and her family, refugees from Kosovo, move to New York, Drita is teased about not 
speaking English well, but after a popular student named Maxine is forced to learn about Kosovo as a punishment 
for teasing Drita, the two girls soon bond.  (9-12) 
 
Martinez, Agnes.  Poe Park.  New York:  Holiday House, 2004. 
After graduating from his fifth grade class in the Bronx, Enoch looks forward to spending time with his best friend 
Spence, but must instead cope with grief, gang violence, and the arrival from Puerto Rico of his half-brother Miguel.  
(9-12) 
 
Mauner, Claudia.  Zoe Sophia in New York:  the Mystery of the Pink Phoenix Papers.  San Francisco:  Chronicle 
Books, 2006. 
Zoe and her great-aunt do research in New York to solve a mystery surrounding a pink scarab at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art.  (6-10) 
 
Michelson, Richard.  Happy Feet:  the Savoy Ballroom Lindy Hoppers and Me.  Orlando, FL:  Gulliver 
Books/Harcourt, 2005. 
A young boy who loves to dance listens as his father retells the story of the night he was born, which coincided with 
the opening of the Savoy Ballroom in Harlem.  (5-8) 
 
Pericolli, Matteo.  The True Story of Stellina.  New York:  Knopf, 2006. 
This title offers the author’s true story of how he and his wife came to rescue and raise a little finch, Stellina, in the 
middle of New York City.  (5-8) 
 
Potter, Ellen.  Pish Posh.  New York:  Philomel Books, 2006. 
Eleven-year-old Clara Frankofile sits in her parents' elegant New York City restaurant, Pish Posh, and passes 
judgement on each customer as a Somebody or a Nobody, but her all-seeing eyes fail to observe the mysterious 
events occurring right under her nose.  (9-12) 
 
Prince, April.  Twenty-One Elephants and Still Standing.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2005. 
Upon completion of the Brooklyn Bridge, P.T. Barnum and his twenty-one elephants parade across to prove to 
everyone that the bridge is safe.  (4-8) 
 
Robinson, Sharon.  Safe at Home.  New York:  Scholastic, 2006. 
After the death of his father, Elijah Breeze, a ten-year-old African American boy, moves back to New York City with 
his mother and attends a summer baseball camp as he tries to make new friends and adapt to urban ways.  (9-12) 
 
Ruby, Laura.  The Wall and the Wing.  New York:  Eos, 2006. 
In a future New York where most people can fly and cats are a rarity, a nondescript resident of Hope House for the 
Homeless and Hopeless discovers that although she is shunned as a "leadfoot," she has the surprising ability to 
become invisible. (11+) 
 
Schirripa, Steven.  Nicky Deuce:  Welcome to the Family.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 2005. 
While his parents are on a cruise, twelve-year-old Nicholas spends his summer in Brooklyn with his grandmother 
and uncle and learns, with unintended results, about his Italian-American heritage.  (8-12) 
 
Scieszka, Jon.  Seen Art?  New York:  Viking, 2005 
While looking for his friend Art, a boy wanders through the Museum of Modern Art and is amazed by what he 
discovers there.  (4-8) 



 
Selden, George.  The Cricket in Times Square.  New York:  Dell Publishing, 1960.  
The adventures of a country cricket who unintentionally arrives in New York and is befriended by Tucker Mouse and 
Harry Cat.  (8-11) 
 
Shea, Pegi Deitz.  Liberty Rising:  the Story of the Statue of Liberty.  New York:  H. Holt, 2005. 
The story of the conception and construction of the famous statue.   (6-9) 
 
Singer, Marilyn.  Didi and Daddy on the Promenade.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2001. 
Didi and her father take a Sunday walk on the Promenade in Brooklyn, N.Y., where there is always something new 
to see, greet, hear and do, even when you're in a hurry.  (4-8) 
  
Taylor, Gaylia.  George Crum and the Saratoga Chip.  New York:  Lee & Low Books, 2006. 
A biography of the nineteenth-century cook who invented potato chips.  (6-10) 
 
Thompson, Kay.  Eloise:  a Book for Precocious Grownups.  New York:  Simon and Schuster Books for Young 
Readers, 1955. 
A story about a little girl named Eloise, who lives at the Plaza Hotel. (Eloise)  (4-8) 
 
Uhlberg, Myron.  Dad, Jackie and Me.  Atlanta:  Peachtree Publishers, 2005. 
In Brooklyn, New York, in 1947, a boy learns about discrimination and tolerance as he and his deaf father share 
their enthusiasm over baseball and the Dodgers' first baseman, Jackie Robinson.  (4-8) 
 
Waldman, Neil.  Say-Hey and the Babe:  Two Mostly True Baseball Stories.  New York:  Holiday, House, 2006.  
Presents two interrelated stories, based on fact, about the 1927 New York Yankees, the 1951 New York Giants, 
and a stickball team from the Bronx. Sidebars explain baseball terms and events of the time periods, players' 
nicknames, and stickball lore.  (8-12) 
   
Weitzman, David.  A Subway for New York.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005. 
Presents a number of black-and-white illustrated pictures and diagrams that describe the history and construction of 
New York's subway system.  (7-10) 
 
West, Jim.  The Dog Who Sang at the Opera.  New York:  Abrams, 2004. 
Pasha, a dog who believes herself to be beautiful and perfect, joins the company of "Manon" at New York's 
Metropolitan Opera House, but on opening night she cannot resist singing along with the diva.  (5-9) 
 

NORTH CAROLINA 
 
Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  Dovey Coe.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2000. 
Accused of murder in her North Carolina mountain town in 1928, Dovey Coe, a stronged-willed twelve-year-old girl, 
comes to a new understanding of others, including her deaf brother, as she attempts to clear her name.  (9-12) 
 
Doyle, Bill H.  Nabbed!  The 1925 Journal of G. Codd Fitzmorgan.  New York:  Little Brown, 2006. 
In 1925, fourteen-year-old amateur detective G. Codd Fitzmorgan finds himself at a lavish party in a storm-battered 
island mansion, embroiled in a mystery involving a seance, a missing aviator, and the sale of liquor banned under 
Prohibition. (Crime Through Time)  (8-12) 
 
Gantos, Jack.  Jack Adrift:  Fourth Grade Without a Clue.  New York:  Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2003. 
When his father rejoins the Navy and moves the family to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, ten-year-old Jack 
becomes confused by a crush on his teacher, contradictory advice from his parents, and a very strange neighbor.  
(10+) 
 
Haley, Gail.  Mountain Jack Tales.  New York:  Dutton Children’s Books, 1992. 
These stories featuring the hero Jack are set in the mountains of North Carolina, but have their roots in old world 
folklore. The illustrations are wood engravings.  (8+) 
 
Hunter, C.W. The Green Gourd:  a North Carolina Folktale.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1992. 
An old woman in need of a water dipper defies the old caution not to pick green gourds before they're ripe and soon 
regrets it.  (5-8) 



Karr, Kathleen.  Worlds Apart.  New York:  Marshall Cavendish, 2005. 
In 1670, soon after arriving in the Carolinas with a group of colonists from England, fifteen-year-old Christopher 
West befriends a young Sewee Indian, Asha-po, and learns some hard lessons about survival, slavery, and 
friendship.  (9-12) 
 
Lyons, Mary.  Painting Dreams:  Minnie Evans, Visionary Artist.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1996.   
A biography of the North Carolina painter whose art had its origins in her religious visions and the African traditions 
of her slave ancestors.  (8-11) 
 
Penn, Audrey.  Mystery at Blackbeard’s Cove.  Terre Haute, IN:  Tanglewood Press, 2004.   
A magical, historical adventure story which combines a group of youngsters, Blackbeard's ghost, secret tunnels, 
skeletons, hidden treasure and a very mysterious inheritance.  (9-12) 
 
Pinkney, Gloria Jean.  Back Home.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 1992. 
Eight-year-old Ernestine returns to visit relatives on the North Carolina farm where she was born.  (5-9) 
 
Ransom, Candice.  Rescue on the Outer Banks.  Minneapolis, MN:  Carolrhoda Books, 2002. 
Sam Deal and his horse, Ginger, help an African-American lifesaving crew rescue shipwreck victims off the coast of 
North Carolina in 1896. (On My Own History)  (7-10) 
 
Stauffacher, Sue.  Bessie Smith and the Night Riders.  New York:  Putnam, 2006. 
Black blues singer Bessie Smith single-handedly scares off Ku Klux Klan members who are trying to disrupt her 
show one hot July night in Concord, North Carolina.  (5-8) 
 
Tillage, Leon.  Leon’s Story.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1997. 
The son of a North Carolina sharecropper recalls the hard times faced by his family and other African Americans in 
the first half of the twentieth century and the changes that the civil rights movement helped bring about.  (8+) 
 
Weatherford, Carole Boston.  Princeville:  The Hundred Year Flood.  Wilmington, NC:  Coastal Carolina Press, 
2001. 
Jimmy, his sister Lavada, and their mother join the townspeople of Princeville to try and save their community after 
Hurricane Floyd destroys their town.  (8-12) 
 
Weatherford, Carole Boston.  Freedom on the Menu:  the Greensboro Sit-ins.  New York:  Dial Books for Young 
Readers, 2005. 
The 1960 civil rights sit-ins at the Woolworth's lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina, are seen through the 
eyes of a young Southern black girl.  (5-9) 
 

NORTH DAKOTA 
 
Brooke, Margaret.  Jake’s Orphan.  New York:  DK Ink, 2000. 
When taken from an orphanage to work on a farm in North Dakota in 1926, twelve-year-old Tree searches for a 
home not only for himself but also for his irrepressible younger brother.  (10+) 
 
Goble, Paul.  The Great Race of the Birds and the Animals.  New York:  Bradbury Press, 1985.   
A retelling of the Cheyenne and Sioux myth about the Great Race, a contest called by the Creator to settle the 
question whether man or buffalo should have supremacy and thus become the guardians of Creation.  (5-8) 
 
Kurtz, Jane.  River Friendly, River Wild.  New York:  Simon and Shuster Books for Young Readers, 2000. 
A family experiences a renewed appreciation for home and community after they are evacuated during a spring 
flood and then return to survey the damage.  (5-8) 
 
Osborne, Mary Pope.  Buffalo Before Breakfast.  New York:  Random House, 1999. 
The magic tree house transports Jack and his sister Annie to the Great Plains where they learn about the Lakota 
Indians.  (Magic Tree House)  (6-9) 
  
Penner, Lucille Recht.  Sitting Bull.  New York:  Grosset & Dunlap, 1995. 
The story of a boy who grew up to be a strong warrior, a brave hunter and a wise leader.  (5-8) 



Sachs, Marilyn.  Matt’s Mitt and Fleet Footed Florence.  New York:  Dutton, 1989. 
In the first of these two baseball stories, the mitt given at Matt's birth by his errant uncle possesses unusual qualities 
which shape his life. In the sequel, the fleet-footed star of the North Dakota Beavers meets her match when she 
encounters Yankee catcher, Fabulous Frankie.  (7-10) 

OHIO 

Brown, Dan.  One Giant Leap:  the Story of Neil Armstrong.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 
Discusses the life and accomplishments of astronaut Neil Armstrong, from his childhood in Ohio to his famous 
moon landing.  (5-8) 
 
Cheng, Andrea.  The Honeysuckle House.  Asheville, NC:  Front Street, 2004. 
An all-American girl with Chinese ancestors and a new immigrant from China find little in common when they meet 
in their fourth grade classroom, but they are both missing their best friends and soon discover other connections.  
(9-12) 
 
Fitzgerald, Dawn.  Getting in the Game.  New Milford, CN:  Roaring Brook Press, 2005. 
When everyone tries to get thirteen-year-old Joanna off the boys’ ice hockey team, including Ben, her best friend 
since kindergarten, Jo resolves to deal with the problems caused by her participation.  (9-12) 
 
Greene, Stephanie.  Queen Sophie Hartley.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2005. 
A suggestion from her mother leads Sophie to befriend the new girl at school and an elderly, grouchy woman, and 
helps her overcome the feeling that she is not good at anything.  (8-10) 
 
Gundisch, Karen.  How I Became American.  Chicago:  Cricket Books, 2001. 
In 1902, ten-year-old Johann and his family, Germans who had been living in Austria-Hungary, board a ship to 
immigrate to Youngstown, Ohio, where they make a new life as Americans.  (9-12) 
 
Hamilton, Virginia.  Time Pieces: the Book of Times.  New York:  Blue Sky Press, 2002. 
Valena, her family, and dog live in rural Ohio, where she and her cousin Melinda share experiences that include 
seeing the aurora borealis, surviving a tornado, and going to an amazing circus.  (10+) 
 
Hartford, John.  Steamboat in a Cornfield.  New York:  Crown, 1986. 
A rhyming text describes an incident on the Ohio River in 1910 in which the steamboat Virginia went aground in a 
cornfield.  (8-11) 
 
Pearsall, Shelley.  Crooked River.  New York:  Knopf, 2005. 
When twelve-year-old Rebecca Carter's father brings a Native American accused of murder into their 1812 Ohio 
settlement town, Rebecca, witnessing the town's reaction to the Indian, struggles with the idea that an innocent man 
may be convicted and sentenced to death.  (9-12) 
 
Rappaport, Doreen.  Freedom River.  New York:  Hyperion Books for Children, 2000. 
Describes an incident in the life of John Parker, an ex-slave who became a successful businessman in Ripley, Ohio, 
and who repeatedly risked his life to help other slaves escape to freedom.  (5-9) 
 
Stine, R.L.  It Came from Ohio: My Life as a Writer.  New York:  Scholastic, 1997. 
A best-selling author tells kids everything they ever wanted to know about him and Goosebumps!  (9-12) 
 
Zinnen, Linda.  The Dragons of Spratt, Ohio.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2004. 
Seventh-grader John Salt, a budding animal behaviorist, and his best friend's sister become unlikely allies in an 
attempt to protect a pack of dragons from an unscrupulous cosmetics researcher.  (8-12) 
 
Van Leeuwen, Jean.  Cabin on Trouble Creek.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 2004. 
In 1803 in Ohio, two young brothers are left to finish the log cabin and guard the land while their father goes back to 
Pennsylvania to fetch their mother and younger siblings.  (8-12) 



OKLAHOMA 
 
Antle, Nancy.  Hard Times: a Story of the Great Depression.  New York:  Viking, 1993. 
In 1933, when drought and the Depression lay waste to their native Oklahoma, fifth grader Charlie and his family 
are forced to leave their home and search for a new way of life. (Once Upon America)  (7-11) 
 
Bailey, Len.  Clabbernappers.  New York:  Starscape, 2005. 
Eleven-year-old Oklahoma rodeo champion Danny Ray is sent to the kingdom of Elidor, where he sets sail across 
the Checkered Sea to rescue a kidnapped queen, despite the enemies found there and the dubious help of the 
prince and princess.  (9-12) 
 
Hesse, Karen.  Out of the Dust.  New York:  Scholastic Press, 1997. 
In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in Oklahoma 
during the dust bowl years of the Depression.  (11+) 
 
Lamb, Nancy.  One April Morning:  Children Remember the Oklahoma City Bombing.  New York:  Lothrop, Lee & 
Shepard, 1996. 
Conversations with children from the Oklahoma City area about their feelings at the time of the bombing of the 
Federal Building and afterwards.  (11+) 
 
McCaughrean, Geraldie.  Stop the Train!  New York:  Harper Collins, 2003. 
Despite the opposition of the owner of the Red Rock Runner Railroad in 1893, the new settlers of Florence, 
Oklahoma, are determined to build a real town.  (11+) 
 
Raven, Margot.  Angels in the Dust.  Mahwah, NJ:  Bridgewater Books, 1997. 
Great Grandma Annie reminisces about life on her family's Oklahoma farm during the terrible drought of the 1930s 
when the region was known as the "Dust Bowl."  (5-8) 
 
Smith, Cynthia.  Jingle Dancer.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 2000. 
Jenna, a member of the Muscogee, or Creek Nation, borrows jingles from the dresses of several friends and 
relatives so that she can perform the jingle dance at the powwow; also includes a note about the jingle dance 
tradition and its regalia.  (5-9) 
 
Thomas, Joyce Carol.  I Have Heard of a Land.  New York:  Harper Collins, 1998. 
Describes the joys and hardships experienced by an African-American pioneer woman who staked a claim for free 
land in the Oklahoma Territory.  (5-8) 
 
Turner, Ann.  Dust for Dinner.  New York:  Harper Collins, 1995. 
Jake narrates the story of his family's life in the Oklahoma dust bowl and the journey from their ravaged farm to 
California during the Depression.  (7-9) 
 
Waldman, Neil.  They Came from the Bronx:  How the Buffalo Were Saved from Extinction.  Honesdale, PA:  Boyds 
Mills Press, 2001. 
A Comanche grandmother and her grandson wait for the arrival of a herd of buffalo in this story based on the efforts 
of the American Bison Society to reintroduce bison to Oklahoma.  (7-9) 

 
OREGON 

 
Avi.  Barn.  New York:  Orchard Books, 1994. 
In an effort to fulfill their dying father's last request, Ben and his brother and sister construct a barn on their land in 
the Oregon Territory.  (9-12) 
 
Beard, Darleen Bailey.  Operation Clean Sweep.  New York:  Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2004. 
In 1916, just four years after getting the right to vote, the women of Umatilla, Oregon band together to throw the 
mayor and other city officials out of office, replacing them with women.  (8-12) 
 
Bunting, Eve.  The Summer of Riley.  New York:  J. Colter Books, 2001. 
Shortly after he gets his perfect dog, Riley, William must fight for his dog's life after Riley is taken away because he 
chases and injures an elderly neighbor's old horse.   (8-12) 
 



Henkes, Kevin.  The Birthday Room.  New York:  Greenwillow, 1999. 
When twelve-year-old Ben visits his uncle in Oregon, he feels caught in the strained relationship between his 
mother and her brother while he also begins to accept himself as an artist.  (9-12) 
 
Hermes, Patricia.  A Perfect Place.  New York:  Scholastic, 2002. 
Late in 1848, nine-year-old Joshua McCullough starts a second journal, this time recording events in Willamette 
Valley, Oregon Territory, as his family and others they met on the trail begin to get settled. (My America)  (7-10)  
 
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Apples to Oregon.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2004. 
A pioneer father transports his beloved fruit trees and his family to Oregon in the mid-nineteenth century.  (4-8)  
 
McDonald, Megan.  The Sisters Club.  Middleton, WI:  2003. 
In Acton, Oregon, sisters Alex, Stevie, and Joey take turns telling about their lives, including their long line of actor 
ancestors, creative family dinners, toe marshmallows, swearing in Shakespeare, and the Sisters Club.  (7-11) 
 
Maynard, Charles.  Fort Clatsop.  New York:  PowerKids Press, 2002. 
A detailed exploration of Fort Clatsop, including everyday life, Native American neighbors and the history of the fort. 
(Famous Forts Throughout American History)  (8-11) 
 
O’Dell, Kathleen.  Ophie Out of Oz.  New York:  Dial Books, 2004.   
Fourth-grader Ophelia Peeler has always felt that she was just like Dorothy in Oz, skipping down the yellow brick 
road, until a move to Oregon, away from her best friend, sends her on a different path.  (8-12) 
 
Say, Allen.  Music for Alice.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 
The story of Japanese American farmer Alice Sumida, who with her husband Mark, was interned and relocated by 
the U.S. government during World War II, then later established the largest gladiola bulb farm in the country during 
the last half of the twentieth century. (4-10) 
 
Stevens, Carla.  Trouble for Lucy.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin, 1979. 
As she and her family travel the Oregon Trail in 1843, Lucy's puppies persist in creating trouble.  (8-11) 
 
Thompson, Linda.  The Oregon Trail.  Vero Beach, FL:  Rourke Pub., 2005. 
Discusses the expansion of America via the Oregon Trail, the mountain men who developed it, and the missionaries 
and settlers who followed.  (The Expansion of America)  (11+) 
 
Van Leeuwen, Jean.  Bound for Oregon.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 1994. 
A fictionalized account of the journey made by nine-year-old Mary Ellen Todd and her family from their home in 
Arkansas westward over the Oregon Trail in 1852.  (8-11) 
 

PENNSYLVANIA 
 
Avi.  Night Journeys.  New York:  Beech Tree Books, 1994. 
In the spring of 1768, twelve-year-old Peter, living with his Quaker guardian near the Pennsylvania-New Jersey 
border, joins in the search for two runaway indentured servants.  (8-12) 
 
Aylesworth, Jim.  The Folks in the Valley:  a Pennsylvania Dutch ABC.  New York:  Harper Collins, 1992. 
A rhyming alphabet book about the people and activities of a Pennsylvania Dutch settlement in a rural valley.  (3-6) 
   
Bartek, Mary.  Funerals and Fly Fishing.  New York:  H. Holt, 2004. 
The summer after sixth grade, Brad Stanislawski travels to Pennsylvania by himself to visit the grandfather he has 
never met before, and overcomes some of the preconceived ideas he has gotten from his mother.  (10+) 
 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  Growing Up in Coal Country.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1996. 
Describes what life was like, especially for children, in coal mines and mining towns in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries.  (9-12) 
 
Bial, Raymond.  Amish Home.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1993. 
Text and photographs depict the way of life of the Amish.  (9-11) 



Clinton, Kathryn.  Simeon’s Fire.  Cambridge, MA:  Candlewick Press, 2005. 
Simeon, a ten-year-old Amish boy, begins to make some decisions about his future after witnessing two arsonists 
set fire to his family's barn.  (8-12) 
 
DeAngeli, Marguerite.  Yonie Wondernose. Scottsdale, PA:  1997. 
A curious Amish boy who lives on the family farm in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, shares a wonderful secret 
with his father.  (7-11) 
 
Fritz, Jean.  What’s the Big Idea Ben Franklin?  New York:  Putnam and Grossett, 1996. 
A brief biography of the eighteenth-century printer, inventor, and statesman who played an influential role in the 
early history of the United States.  (8-11) 
 
Gerstein, Mordicai.  Sparrow Jack.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003. 
In 1868, John Bardsley, an immigrant from England, brought one thousand sparrows from his home country back to 
Philadelphia, where he hoped they would help save the trees from the inch-worms that were destroying them.  (4-8) 
 
Griffin, Adele.  Hannah Divided.  New York:  Hyperion Books for Children, 2002. 
In 1934, a thirteen-year-old with a gift for numbers is offered the chance to leave her family's dairy farm to spend 
one term at an exclusive Philadelphia girls' school preparing for a scholarship exam.  (8-12) 
 
Isaacs, Anne.  Treehouse Tales.  New York:  Dutton’s Children’s Books, 1997. 
Three chapters relate the experiences and adventures of three 1880s Pennsylvania farm children in their family tree 
house, which serves as a refuge, a source of adventure, a lookout post, and a frightening dragon's lair.  (8-10) 
 
Keehn, Sally.  Moon of Two Dark Horses.  New York:  Philomel Books, 1995. 
At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, hoping to keep bloodshed away from their valley, a twelve-year-old 
Delaware Indian boy and his white friend search sacred land for the bones of a legendary beast.  (10+) 
 
McDonald, Megan.  Saving the Liberty Bell.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2005. 
When John Jacob Mickley accompanies his father on a trip to Philadelphia, he discovers that the city is facing a 
Redcoat attack. Next thing he knows, Papa and he have been entrusted with a top-secret mission involving an 
important two-thousand-pound symbol of freedom.  (5-8) 
 
Murphy, Jim.  An American Plague: the True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793.  New York:  
Clarion Books, 2003. 
Provides an account of the yellow fever epidemic that swept through Philadelphia in 1793, discussing the chaos that 
erupted when people began evacuating in droves, leaving the city without government, goods, or services, and 
examining efforts by physicians, the Free African Society, and others to cure and care for the sick.  (10+) 
 
Old, Wendie.  The Groundhog Day Book of Facts and Fun.  Morton Grove, IL:  Albert Whitman & Co., 2004. 
Every February 2nd, people in the United States wait to see if Punxsutawney Phil, a groundhog living in 
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, will see his shadow and predict six more weeks of cold weather. This title offers 
facts, fun and trivia for any groundhog enthusiast.  (5-10) 
 
Wallner, Alexandra.  Betsy Ross.  New York:  Holiday House, 1994. 
An introduction to the life of the Philadelphia seamstress credited with sewing the first American flag.  (5-8) 
 

RHODE ISLAND 
 
Avi.  Finding Providence: the Story of Roger Williams.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1997. 
After being forced to leave the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Roger Williams travels south and, with the help of the 
Narragansett Indians, founds Providence, Rhode Island.  (6-9) 
   
Bruchac, Joseph.  Whisper in the Dark.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2005. 
An ancient and terrifying Narragansett native-American legend begins to come true for a teenage long-distance 
runner, whose recovery from the accident that killed her parents has stunned everyone, including her guardian aunt 
in Providence, Rhode Island.  (9-13) 
 
Fisher, Leonard Everett.  To Bigotry, No Sanction:  the Story of the Oldest Synagogue in America.  New York:  
Holiday House, 1998. 
The history of the oldest Jewish house of worship in the United States, the Touro Synagogue, which was built in 
Newport, Rhode Island, between 1759 and 1763.   (9-11) 



 
Koller, Jackie French.  Nickommoh!: a Thanksgiving Celebration.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 
1999. 
Describes a typical Narragansett Nickommoh, or harvest celebration, as it has been performed since before the 
arrival of the first Pilgrims in New England.  (6-9) 
 
Macaulay, David.  The Mill.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1983. 
Well researched, ambitious, and absorbing, this first-rate history lesson details the construction of a spinning mill 
with a good deal of social history interwoven.  (10-14) 
 
Manes, Stephen.  Some of the Adventures of the Rhode Island Red.  New York:  Lippincott, 1990. 
A diminutive red-haired man no bigger than a hen's egg, Rhode Island Red leaves his home among the chickens 
and travels throughout Rhode Island, becoming a legendary figure through his many heroic exploits.  (8-12) 
 
Noble, Trinka Hakes.  The Scarlet Stockings Spy.  Chelsea, MI:  Sleeping Bear Press, 2004. 
In 1777 Philadelphia, young Maddy Rose spies for General Washington's army by using an unusual code to 
communicate with her soldier brother.  (6-12)  
 
Shea, Peggy Dietz.  Tangled Threads: a Hmong Girl’s Story.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2003. 
After ten years in a refugee camp in Thailand, thirteen-year-old Mai Yang travels to Providence, Rhode Island, 
where her Americanized cousins introduce her to pizza, shopping, and beer, while her grandmother and new friends 
keep her connected to her Hmong heritage.  (11-14) 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
Clinton, Catherine.  Hold the Flag High. New York:  Katherine Tegan Books, 2005. 
Describes the Civil War battle of Morris Island, South Carolina, during which Sargeant William H. Carney became 
the first African American to earn a Congressional Medal of Honor by preserving the flag.  (5-7) 
 
Fuqua, Jonathon Scott.  Darby.  Cambridge, MA:  Candlewick Press, 2002. 
In 1926, nine-year-old Darby Carmichael stirs up trouble in Marlboro County, South Carolina, when she writes a 
story for the local newspaper promoting racial equality.  (10+) 
 
Karr, Kathleen.  Worlds Apart.  New York:  Marshall Cavendish, 2005. 
In 1670, soon after arriving in the Carolinas with a group of colonists from England, fifteen-year-old Christopher 
West befriends a young Sewee Indian, Asha-po, and learns some hard lessons about survival, slavery, and 
friendship.  (10-14) 
 
Lotu, Denize.  Father and Son.  New York:  Philomel Books, 1992. 
A father and son in the low country of South Carolina share special feelings as they spend time together in a variety 
of activities in this poetical picture book.  (4-8) 
 
Lyons, Mary.  Catching the Fire:  Phillip Simmons, Blacksmith.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1997. 
Tells the story of this African American artist, the great-grandson of slaves, who has achieved fame and admiration 
for his ornamental wrought-iron creations.  (9-11) 
 
O’Connor, Barbara.  Taking Care of Moses.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004. 
When dissension erupts in the town of Foley, South Carolina, after a baby is left on the steps of the Rock of Ages 
Baptist Church, eleven-year-old Randall must decide whether or not to keep secret his knowledge of who the 
foundling's mother is.  (8-12) 
 
Rathmall, Donna.   Carolina’s Story:  Sea Turtles Get Sick Too!  Mt. Pleasant, SC:  Sylvan Dell, 2005. 
Presents a photographic journal of "Carolina," a loggerhead sea turtle, rescued and brought back to health at the 
South Carolina Aquarium.  (4-8) 
 
Schroeder, Alan.  Carolina Shout!  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 1995. 
A young girl describes the music she hears in the cries of various vendors on the streets of Charleston, South 
Carolina.  (4-8) 
 
Tate, Eleanora.  The Secret of Gumbo Grove.  New York:  F. Watts, 1987. 



While helping restore the cemetery of the old Baptist church, eleven-year-old Raisin solves the mystery surrounding 
the founding of her home town and gains pride in her family's past.  (11-14) 
 
Walker, Sally.  Secrets of a Civil War Submarine:  Solving the Mysteries of the H.L. Hunley.  Minneapolis:  
Carolrhoda Books, 2005. 
An account of the development and ensuing disasters of the Civil War submarine H.L. Hunley is told through use of 
primary source material.   (11-14) 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
 
Armstrong, Jennifer.  Black-Eyed Susan.   New York:  Crown Publishers, 1995. 
Ten-year-old Susie and her father love living on the South Dakota prairie with its vast, uninterrupted views of land 
and sky, but Susie's mother greatly misses their old life in Ohio.  (9-12) 
 
Curlee, Lynn.  Rushmore.  New York:  Scholastic, 1999. 
Describes how this patriotic shrine and tourist attraction was conceived, designed, and created by the dedicated 
artist Gutzon Borglum.  (7-10) 
 
Hays, Wilma Pitchford.  Yellow Fur and Little Hawk.  New York:  Coward, McCann & Geoghegan, 1980. 
A young girl living near a Sioux reservation in South Dakota tries to find out why the Indians won't move into the 
new homes built by her father.  (3-6) 
   
Relf, Patricia.  A Dinosaur Named Sue: the Story of the Colossal Fossil, the World’s Most Complete T-Rex.  New 
York:  Scholastic, 2000. 
Text and color photos describe the journey of Sue, the most complete Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton ever found as of 
1999, from her 1990 discovery in South Dakota to her arrival and reconstruction at Chicago's Field Museum.  (Hello 
Reader!)  (6-10) 
 
Rey, Margaret & H.A.  Curious George and the Hot Air Balloon.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 
Curious George travels to South Dakota and visits Mount Rushmore.  Unfortunately, he gets into into mischief 
during an unplanned ride on a hot air balloon.  (4-8) 
 
St. George, Judith.  The Mount Rushmore Story.  New York:  Putnam, 1985. 
A biography of the sculptor who devoted the last fourteen years of his life to carving the four presidents' heads on 
the face of Mount Rushmore.  (10+) 
 
Turner, Ann Warren.  Dakota Dugout.  New York:  Aladdin Books, 1989. 
A woman describes her experiences living with her husband in a sod house on the Dakota prairie. 
 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls.  The First Four Years.  New York:  Harper & Row, 1971. 
During their first four years of marriage, Laura and Almanzo Wilder have a child and fight a losing battle in their 
attempts to succeed at farming on the South Dakota prairie.  (5-8) 
 

TENNESSEE 
 
Adler, David.  A Picture Book of Davy Crocket.  New York:  Holiday House, 1996. 
This title provides a concise biography of the frontiersman Davy Crockett who was born in a backwoods cabin in 
eastern Tennessee.  (5-9) 
 
Bulla, Clyde Robert.  White Bird.  New York:  Random House, 1990. 
A lonely boy is found and reared by a hermit in the wilderness of the Tennessee mountains in the 1880s.  (7-10) 
 
Coleman, Evelyn.  Circle of Fire.  Middleton, WI:  Pleasant Co., 2001. 
In 1958, Mendy puts herself in danger when she discovers that the Ku Klux Klan is planning to bomb the Highlander  
School in order to disrupt a visit from Mendy's hero, Eleanor Roosevelt. (American Girl History Mysteries)  (10+) 
 
Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  Where I’d Like To Be.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2003. 
A group of foster children build a home of their own in Tennessee.  (10-14) 
 
Isaacs, Anne.  Swamp Angel.  New York:  Dutton Children’s Books, 1994.   



Along with other amazing feats, Angelica Longrider, also known as Swamp Angel, wrestles a huge bear, known as 
Thundering Tarnation, to save the winter supplies of the settlers in Tennessee.  (5-8) 
 
Keehn, Sally.  Gnat Stokes and the Foggy Bottom Swamp Queen.  New York:  Philomel Books, 2005. 
In Mary's Cove, Tennessee, in 1869, twelve-year-old Gnat Stokes decides to prove she's not just a trouble maker 
by rescuing a boy who was spirited away seven years earlier by the evil Swamp Queen of Foggy Bottom.  (9-12) 
 
McKissack, Pat.  Abby Takes a Stand.  New York:  Viking, 2005. 
Gee recalls for her grandchildren what happened in 1960 in Nashville, Tennessee, when she, aged ten, passed out 
flyers while her cousin and other adults held sit-ins at restaurants and lunch counters to protest segregation.  
(Scraps of Time) (8-12) 
 

TEXAS 
 
Brett, Jan.  Armadillo Rodeo.  New York:  Putnam’s Sons, 1995. 
Bo, an adventurous, near-sighted armadillo, leaves his mother and brothers to follow a girl heading to a rodeo 
wearing new red boots which Bo mistakes for another armadillo.  (5-8) 
 
De Paola, Tomie.  The Legend of the Bluebonnet: an Old Tale of Texas.  New York:  Putnam, 1983. 
A retelling of the Comanche Indian legend of how a little girl's sacrifice brought the flower called bluebonnet to 
Texas.  (4-8) 
 
Ford, Christine.  Scout.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 2006. 
After her mother dies, eleven-year-old Cecelia befriends a new boy at school, but soon realizes that the scruffy 
youth's home life is the reason for his introspective personality, which is so much like her own.  (9-12) 
 
Hale, Marian.  The Truth About Sparrows.  New York:  H. Holt, 2004. 
Twelve-year-old Sadie promises that she will always be Wilma's best friend when their families leaves drought-
stricken Missouri in 1933, but once in Texas, Sadie learns that she must try to make a new home--and new friends, 
too.  (10+) 
 
Harper, Jo.  Jalapeno Hal.  New York:  Maxwell McMillan International, 1993. 
Rough and tough Jalapeno Hal finds a way to bring rain to a dry Texas town.  (5-8) 
 
Griffin, Peni.  The Music Thief.  New York:  H. Holt, 2002. 
Living in San Antonio, Texas, eleven-year-old Alma tries to cope with the drive-by shooting death of her favorite 
Latina singer, as well as deal with the struggles of her various family members, and finds herself doing something 
she knows is wrong.  (9-12) 
 
Holt, Kimberly Willis.  Dancing in Cadillac Light.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2001. 
In 1968, eleven-year-old Jaynell's life in the town of Moon, Texas, is enlivened when her eccentric Grandpap comes 
to live with her family.  (11-14) 
 
Kellogg, Steven.  Pecos Bill:  A Tall Tale.  New York:  Morrow, 1986. 
Incidents from the life of Pecos Bill, from his childhood among the coyotes to his unusual wedding day.  (4-8) 
 
Leeper, Angela.  Juneteenth: a Day to Celebrate Freedom from Slavery.  Berkeley Heights, NJ:  Enslow, 2004. 
Explores the origins of Juneteenth, early celebrations, and how the holiday is celebrated today.  (8-10) 
 
Murphy, Jim.  Inside the Alamo.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 2003. 
An overview of the struggle between the Texan settlers and Mexico's General Santa Anna for control of Texas, with 
a detailed description of the 1836 siege of the Alamo. Includes biographical sketches and quotations of some of 
those involved.  (9+) 
 
Myers, Walter Dean.  The Journal of Joshua Loper a Black Cowboy.  New York:  Scholastic, 1999. 
In 1871 Joshua Loper, a sixteen-year-old black cowboy, records in his journal his experiences while making his first 
cattle drive under an unsympathetic trail boss. (My Name is America)  (10+) 



Shange, Ntozake.  Daddy Says.  New York:  Simon and Shuster Books for Young Readers, 2003. 
Twelve-year-old Lucie-Marie and her older sister Annie Sharon attempt to deal with the death of their mother in a 
rodeo accident, while hoping to follow in her footsteps as championship riders.  (9-13) 
 
Weatherford, Carole.  Juneteenth Jamboree.  New York:  Lee & Low Books, 1995. 
Cassandra and her family have moved to her parents' hometown in Texas, but it doesn't feel like home to 
Cassandra until she experiences Juneteenth, a Texas tradition celebrating the end of slavery.  (5-8) 
 

UTAH 
 
Arnold, Caroline.  Dinosaur Mountain:  Graveyard of the Past.  New York:  Clarion Books, 1989. 
Discusses the latest information available on dinosaurs, much of it learned from fossils found at Dinosaur National 
Monument.  (5-8) 
 
Brown, Marc Tolon.  Buster Hunts for Dinosaurs.  New York:  Little Brown, 2006. 
When his father takes him to visit a national park about dinosaurs, Buster sends postcards to his friends back home 
telling them what he is learning.  (Postcards from Buster)  (6-9) 
 
Fitzgerald, John D.   The Great Brain.  New York:  Dial Press, 1967. 
The exploits of the Great Brain of Adenville, Utah are described by his younger brother, frequently the victim of the 
Great Brain's schemes for gaining prestige or money. (Great Brain)  (8-12) 
 
Krudwig, Vickie Leigh.  Searching for Chipeta:  the Story of a Ute and her People.  Golden, CO:  Fulcrum, 2004.   
Tells the story of Chipeta, a Ute woman who, as the wife of Ouray, the appointed chief of the Ute people, played a 
major role in the history of her people and the United States.  (10+) 
 
Skurzynski, Gloria.  Lost in the Devil’s Desert.  New York:  Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Books, 1982. 
Eleven-year-old Kevin finds himself alone and lost in the Utah desert, with only his wits to help him survive.  (9-12) 
 
Tunnell, Michael O.  The Children of Topaz:  the Story of a Japanese-American Interment Camp Based on a 
Classroom Diary.  New York:  Holiday House, 1996. 
The diary of a third-grade class of Japanese-American children being held with their families in an internment camp 
during World War II.  (9-12) 
 

VERMONT 
 
Anderson, M.T.  The Game of Sunken Places.  New York:  Scholastic Press, 2004.   
When two boys stay with an eccentric relative at his mansion in rural Vermont, they discover an old-fashioned board 
game that draws them into a mysterious adventure.  (9-12) 
 
Arnosky, Jim.  Nearer Nature.  New York:  Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1996. 
The noted naturalist and artist presents sketches and observations from his walks around the Vermont farm where 
he lives.  (11+)   
 
Blegvad, Lenore.  Kitty and Mr. Kipling:  Neighbors in Vermont.  New York:  Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2005. 
In 1892, eight-year-old Kitty learns about writing and the world beyond her Dummerston, Vermont, home when she 
befriends her new neighbors, author Rudyard Kipling and his family, who have recently arrived from England.  (8-
11) 
 
Gauthier, Gail.  The Hero of Ticonderoga.  New York:  GP Putnam’s Sons, 2001. 
When Thérèse is chosen to do the coveted oral report on Ethan Allen, she learns a great deal about the Vermont 
hero and also discovers what pleasure she gets from writing and presenting the report.  (9-12) 
 
Haas, Jessie.  Fire:  My Parents’ Story.  New York:  Greenwillow Books, 1998. 
Describes a nighttime fire in a country house in Vermont in 1948 and the struggle of the residents to save their 
belongings.  (8-11) 
 
Hesse, Karen.  Witness.  New York:  Scholastic, 2001. 
A series of poems express the views of various people in a small Vermont town, including a young black girl and a 
young Jewish girl, during the early 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan is trying to infiltrate the town.  (9-12) 



 
Hurwitz, Johanna.  The Unsigned Valentine and Other Events in the Life of Emma Meade.  New York:  Harper 
Collins, 2006. 
In early twentieth-century Vermont, sixteen-year-old Emma confides in her diary both her hopes of becoming a 
farmer's wife one day and her frustrations with her parents' belief that she is too young to be courted by the 
handsome Cole Berry.  (10+) 
 
Ketchum, Liza.  Where the Great Hawk Flies.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2005.  
Years after a violent New England raid by the Redcoats and their Revolutionary War Indian allies, two Vermont 
families, one that suffered during that raid and one with an Indian mother and Patriot father, become neighbors and 
must deal with past trauma and prejudices before they can help each other in the present.  (10+) 
 
Kinsey-Warnock, Natalie.  Nora’s Ark.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2005.   
During the Vermont flood of 1927, a girl and her grandparents share their new hilltop house with neighbors and 
animals. (4-8) 
 
Maguire, Gregory.  Seven Spiders Spinning.  New York:  HarperTrophy, 1994. 
Seven prehistoric spiders that had been trapped in ice for thousands of years bring excitement to rural Vermont and 
briefly unite two rival clubs at a local elementary school.  (Hamlet Chronicles)  (8-11) 
 
Paterson, Katherine.  Preacher’s Boy.  New York:  Clarion, 1999. 
In 1899, ten-year-old Robbie, son of a preacher in a small Vermont town, gets himself into all kinds of trouble when 
he decides to give up being Christian in order to make the most of his life before the end of the world.  (10+) 
 
Peck, Robert Newton.  Soup.  New York:  Knopf, 1974. 
The adventures and misadventures of two boys growing up in a small Vermont town.  (9-12) 
 
Schubert, Leda.  Here Comes Darrell.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2005.   
Throughout the seasons in northern Vermont, Darrell helps his neighbors with snowplowing, supplying wood, and 
excavation work, never finding time to fix his own barn roof, but when a windstorm passes through town, he finds 
his kindness to his neighbors returned.  (4-8) 
 
Wells, Rosemary.  Waiting for the Evening Star.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 1993. 
Growing up between 1909 and 1917, Berty enjoys the slow-rolling wheel of time on his Vermont farm and cannot 
understand his older brother's desire to see other parts of the world.  (4-8) 
 
Wilson, Nancy Hope.  Mountain Pose.  New York:  Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 2001. 
When twelve-year-old Ellie inherits an old Vermont farm from her cruel and heartless grandmother Aurelia, she 
reads a set of diaries written by an ancestor and discovers secrets from the past.  (10+) 

 
VIRGINIA 

 
Adler, David.  President George Washington.  New York:  Holiday House, 2005. 
From his boyhood in Virginia to his election as the new nation's first president, the extraordinary life of George 
Washington is portrayed.  (Holiday House Reader)  (5-8) 
 
Bial, Raymond.  The Powhatan.  New York:  Benchmark, 2002. 
Photographs, pictures, and text profile the history and life of the Powhatan Indians.  (10+) 
 
Collier, Christopher.  The Paradox of Jamestown.  Tarrytown, NY:  Benchmark, 1998. 
Discusses the circumstances surrounding English colonization of Virginia and the evolution of slavery in that colony.  
(Drama of American History)  (11-14) 
 
Flournoy, Valerie.  Tanya’s Reunion.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 1995. 
When she and her grandmother go to help with preparations for a big family reunion, Tanya learns about the history 
of the farm in Virginia where Grandma grew up.  (5-8) 
 
Friedman, Robin.  The Silent Witness:  a True Story of the Civil War.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2005. 
Four-year-old Lula McLean lived happily on a plantation overlooking Bull Run Creek until the Civil War arrived on 
their front lawn and her peaceful countryside was transformed forever.  (5-8) 
 



Fuqua, Jonathan Scott.  The Willouhby Spit Wonder.  Cambridge, MA:  Candlewick Press, 2004. 
In 1950s Norfolk, Virginia, as Carter and his sister watch their dying father struggle to remain cheerful, Carter 
decides to emulate Prince Namor, comic superhero, in order to inspire his father to stay alive.  (9-12) 
 
Hart, Lenore.  The Treasure of Savage Island.  New York:  Dutton Children’s Books, 2005. 
After Rafe, a runaway slave, stows away on a ship that wrecks off an island near the Eastern Shore, he is helped by 
thirteen-year-old Molly, and the two of them share an adventure involving pirates, spies, and a lost treasure.  (9-12) 
 
Neshama, Rivvy.  Nat Turner and the Virginia Slave Revolt.  Chanhassen, MN:  The Child’s World, 2001. 
Examines the life of Nat Turner and the events leading up to the slave rebellion he led in 1831.  (8-12) 
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis.  Silent Thunder: a Civil War Story.  New York:  Hyperion Books, 1999. 
In 1862 eleven-year-old Summer and her thirteen-year-old brother Rosco take turns describing how life on the quiet 
Virginia plantation where they are slaves is affected by the Civil War.  (9-12) 
  
McVicker, Mary Frech.  Secret of Belle Meadow.  Centreville, MD:  Tidewater, 2004. 
Thirteen-year-old Tina finds a diary in the secret compartment of a table in the bed and breakfast run by her best 
friend's family, setting off a search for a Revolutionary War treasure and drawing her closer to her stepsister.  (10+) 
 
O’Brien, Patrick.  Duel of the Ironclads:  the Monitor vs. the Virginia.  New York:  Walker, 2003. 
A description of the construction, battles, and historical impact of the Civil War battleships, the Monitor and the 
Virginia, known to Union forces as the Monitor and the Merrimack, which focuses on the Battle of Hampton Roads.  
(6-10) 
 
Yolen, Jane.  Miz Berlin Walks.  New York:  Philomel Books, 1997. 
Mary Louise gradually gets to know her elderly neighbor lady who tells wonderful stories as she walks around the 
block of her Virginia home.  (5-8) 
 

WASHINGTON 
 
Beatty, Patricia.  The Nickel-Plated Beauty.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 1964. 
In the Washington Territory of 1886, the seven resourceful Kimball children devote themselves to earning enough 
money to buy their mother a new stove.  (12-14) 
 
Cone, Molly.  Come Back Salmon:  How a Group of Dedicated Kids Adopted Pigeon Creek and Brought it Back to 
Life.  San Francisco:  Sierra Club Books for Children, 1992. 
Describes the efforts of the Jackson Elementary School in Everett, Washington, to clean up a nearby stream, stock 
it with salmon, and preserve it as an unpolluted place where the salmon could return to spawn.  (7-11) 
  
Furgang, Kathy.  Mt. St. Helen’s:  the Smoking Mountain.  New York:  PowerKids Press, 2001. 
Describes and presents color photos of Washington's Mount St. Helens volcano, covering its physical 
characteristics, and its history, including the famous eruption on May 18, 1980.  (Volcanoes of the World)  (6-10) 
 
Hirschi, Ron.  People of Salmon and Cedar.  New York:  Cobblehill Books, 1991. 
This title provides an introduction to the culture of the indigenous people of the Northwest Coast by focusing on the 
salmon, the forests, and the cultural expression known as the potlach.  (9-12) 
  
Holm, Jennifer.  Our Only May Amelia.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1999. 
As the only girl in a Finnish American family of seven brothers, May Amelia Jackson resents being expected to act 
like a lady while growing up in Washington state in 1899.  (9-12) 
 
Kehret, Peg.  The Ghost’s Grave.  New York:  Dutton Children’s Books, 2005. 
Apprehensive about spending the summer in Washington State with his Aunt Ethel when his parents get an 
overseas job, twelve-year-old Josh soon finds adventure when he meets the ghost of a coal miner.  (11-14) 
 
Luen, Nancy.  Miser on the Mountain:  a Nisqually Legend of Mount Rainer.  Seattle:  Sasquatch Books, 1997. 
Retells the traditional Pacific Northwest Native American story of the man who climbs Mount Rainier to collect a 
valuable shell and discovers what is important in life.  (5-8) 



 
Sharpe, Susan.  Spirit Quest.  New York:  Maxwell Macmillan International, 1991. 
Vacationing on an Indian reservation off the coast of Washington, eleven-year-old Aaron becomes friends with 
Robert, a young Quileute Indian who is preparing for his spirit quest.  (8-11) 
 

WEST VIRGINIA 
 
Barrett, Tracy.  Harpers Ferry:  the Story of John Brown’s Raid.  Brookfield, CN:  Millbrook Press, 2003.   
Examines the personal background of abolitionist John Brown and the events surrounding the raid he led on the 
United States arsenal at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, in 1859.  (Spotlight on American History) (8-11) 
 
Hahn, Mary Downing.  Witch Catcher.  New York:  Clarion Books, 2006. 
Having just moved into the West Virginia home they inherited from a distant relative, twelve-year-old Jen is 
surprised that her father is already dating a local antiques dealer, but more surprised by what the spooky woman 
really wants.  (9-13) 
 
Haseley, Dennis.  Shadows.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1991. 
Jamie's lonely life with his aunt and uncle in rural West Virginia changes when Grandpa comes to visit and teaches 
him to make shadow pictures.  (6-11) 
 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Shiloh.  New York:  Maxwell McMillan International, 1991. 
When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home, Marty tries to hide it from his family and the 
dog's real owner, a mean-spirited man known to shoot deer out of season and to mistreat his dogs.  (8-12) 
 
Rylant, Cynthia.  Missing May.  New York:  Orchard Books, 1992. 
After the death of the beloved aunt who has raised her, twelve-year-old Summer and her uncle Ob leave their West 
Virginia trailer in search of the strength to go on living.  (9-12) 
 
Ware, Cheryl.  Flea Circus Summer.  New York:  Avon Books, 1987. 
The summer before seventh grade, Venola Mae Cutright, Belington, West Virginia's best newspaper carrier, writes 
a series of humorous letters to her best friend away at camp, the Imperial Magic Sea Monkey Company, and her 
newspaper boss.  (8-12) 
 
Yep, Laurence.  The Star Fisher.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books, 1991. 
Fifteen-year-old Joan Lee and her family find the adjustment hard when they move from Ohio to West Virginia in the 
1920s. (11-14) 

 
WISCONSIN 

 
Anderson, Williams.  Pioneer Girl:  the Story of Laura Ingalls Wilder.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1998. 
Recounts the life story of the author of the "Little House" books, from her childhood in Wisconsin to her old age at 
Rocky Ridge Farm.  (7-11) 
 
Brink, Carol Ryrie.  Caddie Woodlawn.  New York:  Macmillan, 1973. 
The adventures of an eleven-year-old tomboy growing up on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-nineteenth century.  
(9-12) 
 
Eccles, Katharine.  By Lizzie.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 2001. 
Lizzie, the middle child of divorced parents, uses her mother's old typewriter to record the events in her life the year 
before she turns ten.  (8-10) 
 
Enright, Elizabeth.  Thimble Summer.  New York:  Farrar and Rinehart, Inc., 1938. 
Shortly after nine-year-old Garnet Linden finds a silver thimble in the dried-up riverbed, the rains come and end the 
long drought on the farm and she embarks on a magical summer.  (8-11) 
 
Geisert, Arthur.  The Giant Ball of String.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 
Rumpus Ridge, Wisconsin, is proud to have the biggest ball of string in the world, so when they lose their treasure 
to a nearby town they devise a clever plan to get it back.  (5-8) 
 
 



 
Hannigan, Katherine.  Ida B. and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World.   New  
York:  Greenwillow Books, 2004. 
In Wisconsin, fourth-grader Ida B spends happy hours being home-schooled and playing in her family's apple 
orchard, until her mother begins treatment for breast cancer and her parents must sell part of the orchard and send 
her to public school.  (9-12) 
 
Lorbiecki, Marybeth.  Of Things Natural, Wild and Free:  a Story about Aldo Leopold.  Minneapolis:  Carolhoda 
Books, 1993.   
A biography of the pioneer in wildlife conservation and author of "A Sand County Almanac."  (8-11) 
 
North, Sterling.  Rascal: a Memoir of a Better Era.  New York:  Dutton, 1963. 
The author recalls his carefree life in a small midwestern town at the close of World War I, and his adventures with 
his pet raccoon, Rascal.  (9-12) 
 
Peterson, Cris.  Extra Cheese Please!:  Mozarella’s Journey from Cow to Pizza.  Honesdale, PA:  Boyds Mill Press, 
1994.  
Describes how cheese is made, from its beginnings on a Wisconsin dairy farm until a cheese factory ships the final 
product across America.  (6-9) 
  
Priceman, Marjorie.  My Nine Lives by CLIO.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1998. 
Purports to be the journal of a cat recounting all nine of the lives she has lived and her remarkable effect on history, 
beginning in Mesopotamia in 3000 B.C. and culminating in Wisconsin in 1995. (4-8) 
 
Wright, Betty Ren.  Crandalls’ Castle.  New York:  Holiday House, 2003. 
Charli's impulsive uncle, Will Crandall, decides to buy the town's abandoned, possibly haunted castle and fix it up 
as a bed-and-breakfast, but Charli and Sophia, a clairvoyant orphan who has come to stay with the Crandall family, 
know his plan is somehow dangerous.  (9-12) 

 
WYOMING 

 
Alphin, Elaine Marie.  Dinosaur Hunter. New York:  HarperCollins, 2003. 
In Wyoming in the 1880s, a young boy fulfills his dream of finding a dinosaur skeleton on his father's ranch, outwits 
a man who would cheat him, and sells his find to a team of fossil hunters.  (5-7) 
  
Lucas, Barbara.  Snowed In.  New York:  Maxwell McMillan International, 1993. 
Snowed in for the winter at their Wyoming frontier home in the early twentieth century and unable to attend school, 
Grace and Luke keep busy reading, studying, singing, and sharing stories.   (5-8) 
 
Maynard, Charles W.  Fort Laramie.  New York:  PowerKids Press, 2002. 
A look at Fort Laramie which provides some of the story of those pioneers who traveled West.  (Famous Forts 
Throughout American History) (8-11) 
 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Walker’s Crossing.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2002. 
While living on his family's ranch in Wyoming where he hopes to someday be a cowboy, Ryan faces conflicts with 
his older brother who becomes involved in a militia movement.  (12-14) 
 
Paulsen, Gary.  The Haymeadow.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 1992. 
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