
Happy Autumn! 

I hope your summers 
were all fun-filled, pro-
ductive, and educational 
for all the children and 
families in your commu-
nities. I’m sure you all 
had a blast! But if you’re 
anything like me, Fall is 
a wonderful reprieve 
from the hectic, non-stop 
nature of Summer Read-
ing.  

But, of course, Fall 
brings with it a whole 
other level of busy! 
We’re all settling back 
into our system meet-
ings, story time sched-
ules, after school rush-
es, and homework help 
centers. And maybe you 
realize, as I did this Fall, 
that it’s not really any 
less hectic than the 
Summer at all!  

For this reason, some-
thing I look forward to 
every Fall is Kids Are 
Customers, Too!, CSD’s 
October day-long confer-
ence. It’s a chance to 
take a breather from 
your everyday tasks, talk 
with librarians from 
around the state, learn 
some new tricks and ide-
as, and refresh yourself 
professionally.  

We’re very much looking 
forward to seeing many 
of you October 19th at 
the Owings Mills Library 
in Baltimore County. And 
if you can’t be there this 
year, I hope you consid-
er attending our South-
ern and Western confer-
ences this coming March 
and April!  

Of course, don’t forget 
about our monthly meet-
ings. We take a break in 
October for Kids Are 
Customers, Too, but 
we’ll start back up in No-
vember when we’ll meet 
at the Noyes library in 
Montgomery County. 
And starting in Decem-
ber, our goal is to add a 
virtual component to all 
of our meetings. If you 
can’t commit to the trip 
or the entire meeting, 
you can sit down at your 
computer and participate 
that way!  More details 
to come – keep an eye 

on your email! 

I hope to see you all 
soon at one of our meet-
ings or events! In the 
meantime, enjoy a hot 
apple cider, a slice of 
pumpkin pie, and the 
cool crisp autumn air! 

Conni Strittmatter 

CSD President 
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A Little Red Apple 
A little red apple  
(form circle with hands) 
Hung high in a tree. 
(reach up) 
I looked up at it,  
(look up) 
And it looked down at me. 
"Come down, please," 
I called. 
And what do you sup-
pose? 
That little red apple  
(form circle  with hands) 
Dropped right on my 
nose!  
(point to nose) 
             ~Marguerite Gode 

CSD committee, Noyes Library for Young Children 

November 2014 

Hello From CSD! 



CSD Presents  

Kids Are Customers, Too!  

Thursday, October 19, 2017, 8:30am – 4:00pm  

Baltimore County Public Library-Owings Mills Branch*  

Before 9/28: Members: $88. Nonmembers: $132. Students $75.  

After 9/28: Members: $93. Nonmembers: $137. Students $79.  

 The “Kids Are Customers, Too” conference is an opportunity for staff working 
with children in public libraries and school media centers throughout the state to meet 
new people, renew contacts, and learn the latest information affecting the diverse field 
in which they work.  

 Join us at the Owings Mills Library on October 19th from 8:30am- 4pm as we 
feature a day’s worth of presenters sharing fresh ideas and practical tips that can be 
applied directly to day-to-day programming and services.  

 The day will begin with a general session titled Brains, Learning, and Behavior! 
presented by Dr. Lori Desautels. Dr. Desautels will discuss how brain aligned strate-
gies that quiet the stress response bring emotional, social, and academic well-being to 
both the student and adult working with them.  

 Next, participants will choose a morning breakout session from the following op-
tions: reading partner programs with teens and kids, social emotional foundations for 
early learning, or elementary home school programming.  

 Attendees will come back to a general session with Debbie Levy, Blue Crab 
Award Honoree for her book I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark. Lunch 
will be served from 12:30-1:25, accompanied by a book signing by Debbie Levy.  

 After lunch, we’ll continue the day with another round of breakout sessions 
where participants will choose among a session on information literacy-based middle 
school programming, connecting with challenging kids, and baby and bilingual story 
times.  

 To end the day, we will gather together for Guerrilla Storytime: a way to share 
ideas for invigorating your story time programming.  

The conference promises to be a full-day of learning, networking, and yes, fun. Hope 
to see you there!  

 

This program has been approved for 5 contact hours of continuing education.  

Registration deadline: October 12th. Refunds cannot be issued after October 5th  

* For directions http://www.bcpl.info/hours-locations/owings-mills  

To register online: http://www.mdlib.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10%2F19%2F17&eventid=34  
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News From Around the State 

Prince George’s County Memorial Library System’s Ready 2 Read 
Books From Birth 

 
 

     

 

 

 

 

   

Prince George’s County Memorial Library System’s Ready 2 Read Books From 
Birth project supports PGCMLS’s early literacy initiative, “Ready 2 Read”, that en-
courages parents and caregivers to talk, sing, read, write and play with their children 
to prepare them for kindergarten.   

Starting in the summer of 2017, the county budget for education included funding for 
PGCMLS to promote lifelong learning by launching this program. The program will 
send one free book each month to Prince George’s County children until they are 
five. Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library will mail the diverse, age-appropriate books to 
registered young children living in Prince George’s County.  

We have a goal of registering 7,200 children by July 2018, and already have over 
1,800 children registered in the first two months of the program!   

Early Childhood agencies and programs from across the county are sharing Books 
From Birth information with their families and assisting with registrations.  

Parents can register their children under the age of five living in Prince George’s 
County at pgcmls.info/freebooks!  

 

 

   

Submitted by Pam Hamlin, Prince George’s County Memorial Library System 

pgcmls.info/freebooks
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Montgomery County Public Libraries’ Tech Fest: amazing technology!  

News From Around the State 

 

Kids learned about coding and electronic circuits while playing with Ozobots, Makey 
Makeys, Little Bits, and Code-a-pillars.  

 

 

Spotted at the Olney branch 
of Montgomery County Public 
Libraries  

Submitted by Christine Freeman, Montgomery County Public Libraries 
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News From Around the State 

 
Here at the Ruth Enlow Library of Garrett County, we’ve been enhancing our children’s program-
ming with our new Google Expedition Kit, provided to us by the Western Maryland Regional Li-
brary (WMRL). This kit uses virtual reality headsets based on Google Cardboard technology, 
along with a tablet that contains innumerable lesson plans for the leader. With this technology, the 
leader selects the lesson plan – for example, a visit to a coral reef underwater – and the partici-
pants then are able to see and explore this reef through the headsets. They are there, in the midst 
of it all.  
 
“We visited a recycling center and went under the water with sharks during Summer Reading 
Club,” noted Julie Iden, Children’s Specialist at the Oakland Main Library.  “And last week, we vis-
ited the old Orange Blossom Steam Locomotive during our HomeSchoolers program on trains and 
the B&O Railroad. Kids really feel that they are in a different place, and we have a hard time keep-
ing them contained so that they don’t bump into furniture and people in the library while walking 
around in their virtual world.” 
 
The Grantsville Branch used the kit during Summer Reading Club for a Friends Around the World 
visit to Iceland. “The kids loved it and there was a little boy who mentioned the program to me for 
weeks after it took place,” said Hannah Byler, Children’s Specialist at Grantsville. “The kids were 
able to have a bird’s eye view of Reykjavik and they discussed all of the brightly colored rooftops 
and some of the city’s landmarks.” 
 
Our Accident location used the kit for a series of events to walk with the dinosaurs, explore the so-
lar system, and go on an ocean safari. Branch Manager Kim Cecil noted, “We had the kit for four 
days and that went pretty well. We did find that advertising specific events limited the turn out, so 
we switched up after the first day by keeping the kit out for the entire afternoon and allowing the 
patrons to select their own adventures, which they liked. That was definitely the way to go.” 
 
Kitzmiller Summer Reading Club attendees had a great time touring historical sites around the 
world on their Google Expedition, led by our director Thomas Vose.  Using the virtual reality head-
sets, the kids “went to” the Taj Mahal, the Great Wall of China, Machu Picchu, the ancient city of 
Petra, the Colosseum in Rome, underwater coral reefs, and more. 
 
All in all, we are finding many innovative ways to use this Google Expedition Kit to enhance our 
program offerings. And we thank WMRL for providing us with this opportunity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Google Expeditions enhance children’s programming at The Ruth Enslow Library 

Submitted by Bonnie Winters, The Ruth Enlow Library of Garrett County 
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News From Around the State 

 
 

 
 
Visiting historic sites at Kitzmiller Summer Reading Club 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Google Expeditions enhance children’s programming at The Ruth Enslow Library (cont’d) 

Submitted by Bonnie Winters, The Ruth Enslow Library of Garrett County 

Checking out a recycling center during Oakland Library’s 
Summer Reading Club 

Looking around the old Orange Blossom  
Locomotive during a HomeSchoolers program at 
the Oakland Library  



ELL Families Get a Boost with Prince George’s County Memorial Library System’s Kids 
Achieve Club   

CSD Newsletter, Fall 2017 Page 7 

News From Around the State 

According to the Census Bureau, 27.9% of English Language Learners (ELL) students in the DC 
area have mothers who have attained an education below the 8th grade. And in Prince George’s 
County Public Schools, 30.4% of Kindergarteners in 2016-2017 are English Language Learners. 

 
How can kids whose parents have low literacy in their native language or/and lack English profi-
ciency get help with school assignments and homework? That’s where the Kids Acheive Club 
(KAC) comes in! This program provides homework and reading help to students in grades 1 to 6 
and was piloted at Hyattsville library in 2015 in response to customer requests and community 
needs. Hyattsville’s population has a particularly high percentage of ELL families--some elemen-
tary schools having up to 90% Spanish-speaking students! The program was so successful in Hy-
attsville, it has since been expanded to 11 branches that serve a high percentage of ELL families. 
 Although KAC was created to provide a much-needed service to our ELL populations, the inclu-
sive program is open to all children who wish to participate. The flyers and posters are in Spanish 
and English, and the program was promoted at schools and community events with ELL families. 

 
Kids Achieve Club is conducted by several dozen volunteers who are vetted and trained by our 
English Language Learner Program Coordinator.  These volunteers work anywhere between one 
to two hours per week in either small groups or 1 on 1 sessions to specifically help them improve 
their reading skills. The branch staff help with monitoring, marketing KAC at their branches, 
providing supplies and dictionaries, and keeping records and statistics. We are looking forward to 
a wonderful year of working with ELL --and ALL-- children . 

Submitted by Vilma Sandoval-Sall and Rachel Zukowski,  Prince George’s County Memorial Library System 

It’s an action-packed after-
noon at Hyattsville Kids 
Achieve Club!  

Making the most of 1-on-1 
time with a tutor!  



If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

 

Editor:  Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Sarah Guy, Charles Co PL 

sguy@ccplonline.org 
 

 

www.mdlib.org 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date: 

 

Kids Are Customers, 

Too! 

(page 2) 
Thursday, October 19, 2017 

BCPL, Owings Mills 

8:30am-4:15pm 

 

Save the Date: 
 

Southern/Western 

Conferences 
Monday, March 12, 2018 

CCPL, Waldorf West  

Branch, 1-4pm 

 

Monday, April 9, 2018 

WCFL, Fletcher Branch 

(Hagerstown), 1-4pm 

What’s Coming Up? 

Back Matter 

 

Have you seen these new fall books? 

mailto:vanschaick@hcplonline.org
mailto:sguy@ccplonline.org
http://www.mdlib.org/

