
Happy Fall Everyone!   
 
Fall is my favorite time of 
year with the changing 
leaves and cool weather 
(and pumpkin spice every-
thing).  Since the whirlwind 
of SRC has passed for the 
year, I hope you are finding 
ways to enjoy this change 
of the seasons both at 
work and in your personal 
life.   
 
Fall is a busy season for us 
at CSD as well!  Black-
Eyed Susan Tapestry was 
held on September 24 and 
Kids Are Customers, Too! 
is coming on October 20.  I 
hope you can join us.   
 
Registration is open now 
for Kids Are Customers, 
Too! and the steering team 
has planned exciting   
content for our 20

th
 year.  

With our focus on how we 
can use the arts and   
technology in                
programming I hope you 
will enjoy hearing about 
some of the following   
topics: process art, music, 
SPLICE laptops, stop-
motion animation,        
transition & social-
emotional development, 
and more!  We’re also 
happy to have Blue Crab 
Award author, Emma 
Virján visiting us from  
Texas.  More details are 
on the MLA website and 

you can contact us with 
any questions. 
 
We have also heard a cry 
for more networking      
opportunities.  We will be 
hosting Guerilla Storytime 
at Kids Are Customers 
again this year, but please 
be on the lookout for our 
first ever After Party!  It will 
be held after Kids Are  
Customers and is a chance 
for you to relax and chat 
with your colleagues about 
all things children in librar-
ies (or whatever else you 
like!).  Everyone is wel-
come even if you are     
unable to attend KAC.   
Details to be announced 
soon! 
 
Now that you’ve heard a 
little bit from me, I also 
want to hear from you.  
Yes, you personally.  For 
CSD to be the best it can 
be, we need to hear all of 

your voices, so with that in 
mind, we have created our 
first ever participation    
survey which can be found 
here: https://goo.gl/jytPQU 
.  Please take a few 
minutes to fill out our     
survey so we can create 
programs and host events 
that benefit you the most.  
If you complete the survey 
and leave your contact  
information you will be  
entered for a chance to win 
either an iTunes or Panera 
gift card as well!  So 
please, please take a    
moment so we can be the 
best division we can be just 
for you! 
 
I hope to see your smiling 
face or hear from you 
soon! 
 
Jessica Crutchley 

CSD President 
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 The Floppy Scarecrow 

 
The floppy, floppy 

scarecrow 
Guards his fields 

all day. 
He waves his flop-
py, floppy hands 

To scare the 
crows away!  

 
Repeat and re-

place Hands with 
arms, toes, head, 

legs, etc…  
CSD committee 

November 2014 

Noyes Library, Kensington, Maryland 

Hello from CSD! 

http://www.mdlib.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/20/2016%208:30:00%20AM&eventid=16
mailto:mlachildrens@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/jytPQU
mailto:tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov


CSD newsletter, fall 2016 
 

Page 2 

CSD Presents: 

Kids are Customers, Too 

 Thursday, October 20, 2016, 8:30am – 4:00pm 

 BCPL-Owings Mills Branch*  

MLA Members: $85. Non-members: $128. Students: $73.  

After 9/29 MLA Members: $90. Non-members: $133. Students: $77. 

 Celebrating its 20th year, the “Kids Are Customers, Too” conference is an opportunity 

for staff working with children in public libraries and school media centers throughout 

the state to meet new people, renew contacts, and learn the latest information affecting 

the diverse field in which they work. Join us as we feature a day’s worth of presenters 

sharing fresh ideas and practical tips that can be applied directly to day-to-day program-

ming and services.  

We’ll start the day with a general session provided by Andrea McCluskey of the Lucy 

School where participants will have the opportunity to learn about the importance of 

process art in the lives of young children.  

The morning continues with breakout sessions where you choose between sessions 

dedicated to the arts or technology. Learn how to effectively incorporate music & dance 

into story time, use SPLICE laptops for more than just Minecraft, or incorporate messy 

and open-ended play into your baby programs.  

Following the morning break-out sessions, we will welcome author Emma J. 

Virján. Emma is the author of What This Story Needs is a Pig in a Wig, which 

won the 2016 Blue Crab Award in the Beginning Fiction category. She has au-

thored two more Pig in a Wig books, What This Story Needs is a Hush and a 

Shush and the recently released What This Story Needs is a Munch and a 

Crunch.  

Lunch will be served from 12:05-1:00 PM.  

Emma J. Virján will be available during lunch to sign books.  

After lunch, we’ll continue the day with another round of breakout sessions where you 

decide your focus between stop-motion animation, computer programming for young 

children, or strategies for mindful transitions.  

To end the day we will gather together for Guerilla Storytime: a way to share ideas for 

invigorating your story time programming.  

 

This program has been approved for 5 contact hours of continuing education.  

Registration deadlines: October 6th Refunds cannot be issued after October 6th  

*for directions: http://www.bcpl.info/hours-locations/owings-mills  

To register on line: 

http://www.mdlib.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/20/2016%208:30:00%20AM&eventid=16  
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News from Around the State  

[Anne Arundel County Public] Library Launches New SAIL Accounts for Students 

All Public School Students Now Have Library Accounts with No Fines 

 (September 8, 2016–Annapolis, Md.) – Officials with the Anne Arundel County Public Library (AACPL) 

today announced the rollout of a new public library account—SAIL, Student Access to Improved Learning— for all 

students enrolled in Anne Arundel County Public Schools (AACPS). The program, unveiled at Park Elementary in 

Brooklyn Park, provides access to library materials with no fines.   

SAIL is a special library account that doesn’t require students to use a plastic card to check out books or ac-

cess library resources. The virtual card is the result of a partnership between the Anne Arundel County Public School 

System and Anne Arundel County Public Library to ensure all students have access to library resources. 

The account permits students to borrow books, ebooks, magazines and educational DVDs while also allow-

ing access to valuable online resources including databases, Lynda.com courses and Rosetta Stone learning lan-

guage programs. The special account also grants students the ability to get free, online homework help through Help 

Now!, powered by Brainfuse.  Students can check out up to three items without accruing fines, but materials still 

need to be returned on time. 

“We are excited to provide the new SAIL account, which automatically enrolls more than 80,000 students into 

the library system making access to learning, educational resources more convenient both in the classroom and at 

home” said Hampton “Skip” Auld, CEO, Anne Arundel County Public Library. 

SAIL accounts work by linking public school students’ identification numbers to the public library system, 

which allows students to use their school ID number, which can be found on report cards, as a virtual library card to 

check out and access online resources. There is no card for students to carry and those who can’t locate their ID 

number can provide library staff with their name and identifying information to check out materials.  

The Library has expanded its collaboration with the education community in recent years including offering 

an Educator’s Library Card to teachers, college professors, media specialists/librarians, licensed child care provid-

ers and homeschool parents and guardians who work in Anne Arundel County.  

The Anne Arundel County Public Library provides a variety of educational resources available to children, 

students and families. For more information about all materials and programs, please visit the library’s website 

www.aacpl.net. 

 

https://www.lynda.com/portal/sip?org=aacpl.net
http://www.aacpl.net/rosetta-stone
http://www.brainfuse.com/highEd/helpNow.asp?a_id=231C3A21&ss=&r=
http://www.brainfuse.com/highEd/helpNow.asp?a_id=231C3A21&ss=&r=
http://www.aacpl.net/educatorscard
http://www.aacpl.net
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Harford County Public Library Reopens Bel Air Children’s Area! 

News From Around the State 

 

The library in Bel Air reopened its children's department Thursday, September 1, after a months-
long closure. Harford County library officials said the idea behind the redesigned department was 
to make it a destination for families and a fun place for children to play and learn.  

Inside the library, children can go fishing at the pond, be a grocer at the market, enjoy a puppet 
show in the picnic area, ride the train to wherever their imagination takes them, deliver mail, and 
even be sheriff for a day.  

Streamworks also opened in the Bel Air Children’s Department, a space for elementary and mid-
dle school kids to explore hands on creative activities that emphasize STEM concepts. The space 
includes 3D printing, VR experiences, a Rigamajig, a Makercart, sewing machines, and more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standing in front of the cozy seating 

circles, the Nature Maker designed tree 

awaits the ribbon cutting.. 

Harford County Public Library’s 

mascot, Tales, rides the train! 

Submitted by Conni Strittmatter, Co-

ordinator, Children’s and Teen Services, HCPL 



Page 5 CSD Newsletter Fall 2016 

 Best of the BEST (Black Eyed Susan Tapestry) 

News from Around the State 

 

On September 24th, the 5th annual BEST conference was held at Carroll Community College. BEST is an 
annual MLA workshop sponsored by the Children’s Services Division and is a celebration of literature for 
children and teens.  The Black- Eyed Susan Award is a children’s choice award for Maryland whose mission 
is to promote literacy and lifelong reading habits by encouraging students to read quality, contemporary l 
literature. 

Participants were given lists of books from the 2016 Black Eyed Susan nominees to read in six                 
categories:  Picture Books; Grades 4-6, Graphic Novels 4-6; Grades 6-9;  Graphic Novels 6-9 and High 
School.  Readers were assigned to read all of the titles in three of the categories and be prepared to discuss 
the books in small groups.  The hour long discussions were facilitated by librarians from     
various counties around the state. Librarians voted on their favorite titles and selected : 

Picture Book -Red by Michael Hall  

Grades 4-6 The War that Saved My Life- Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

Graphic Novel Grades 4-6- Sunny Side Up- Jennifer Holm 

Grades 6-9 -When- Victoria Laurie 

Graphic Novel 6-9- Lumberjanes- Noelle Stevenson 

High School-Unlikely Hero of  Room 13B- Teresa Toten 

 

 

The featured speaker of the workshop was Mary Downing Hahn who has  
been publishing popular children's novels with mystery, paranormal and     
realistic plots for over 30 years. She shared her writing style and outlined her 
creative process and some general details about being a writer and what   
libraries have meant to her.  

 

 

There was also a presentation by Maureen Roberts from Baltimore County Public Library of favorite teen 
and middle grade books of 2016. The presentation gave a brief synopsis and ideas of  readers  they would 
appeal to. 

The workshop evaluations indicated that  it was interesting and worthwhile to discuss the books and hear so 
many different views and it was helpful to meet librarians from other systems and hear how they were     
promoting programming using the Black Eyed Susan titles and Battle of the Books school competitions. 

I highly recommend this workshop to any librarian who provides readers services to school aged             
children.  The books covered in this workshop are excellent books to recommend and the day is a fun day  
to talk and meet others who are interested in children’s literature. Join the fun next year. 

 

Submitted by Eileen Kuhl, Baltimore County Public Library 
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Howard County schools and libraries present the Rube Goldberg Challenge 

As part of the A+ Partners in Education initiative, HCLS and HCPSS present the Rube Goldberg 
Challenge. Named after the Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist, sculptor, and author, the contest is 
offered to school teams comprised of fourth and fifth grade Howard County students.  

The students transform everyday materials into a wacky innovative machine that accomplishes the 
given task. However, instead of just “solving” the problem, students are charged with making the 
solution as complicated and convoluted as possible. By designing and building the machine, stu-
dents incorporate science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts into their crea-
tions. Simple machine classes were taught at HCLS branches during the school year. 

2017 CHALLENGE: Unfurl a Banner 
 
 Registration opens: October 14, 2016 

Award Categories 
A first, second and third place award is given in each of the following 
categories. (Total of twelve awards) 

 Most Green – The winning entry will utilize the most variety of 
everyday recycled materials and items, based on a master list in-
cluded in the documentation of recyclable materials based 
on Howard County’s Recycling Guide for County Collections. 

 Most Scientific– The winning entries will most effectively com-

municate in writing how their simple machines function and connect to STEM. 

 Most Humorous – The winning entries will demonstrate the witty use of non-traditional items sequenced to 

incorporate the element of surprise. 

 Most Complex – The winning entries will incorporate a minimum of eight steps and be judged on the com-

plexity of the design (e.g., number of steps, variety of machines). 

 Most Complicated System – The winning entry will incorporate a complicated, interconnected use of sim-

ple machines within their machine system (e.g., travel upwards, travel backwards, not only using gravity as 
the force necessary for movement). 

Community Favorite Award 
To recognize the hard work of all students who created machines and submitted videos, a Community Favorite 
Award will be given based on popular vote.  

[More information can be found on the Howard County Library System website:  http://hclibrary.org/a-students-
teachers/rube-goldberg-challenge/] 

http://hclibrary.org/uploads/recycling%20chart%202012.pdf


MD STEM Festival at the Cecil County Public Library 
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All branches of the Cecil County Public Library are hard at work           

preparing for this year’s MD STEM Festival week with 14 events    

scheduled for children and teens during the 10 day festival, including a 

live streaming event with NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center on       

heliophysics, a particularly fitting topic as Cecil County is also preparing 

to host the traveling exhibit, “Exploring Our Sun” at the Perryville Branch Library from mid-October 

through mid-November in partnership with NASA and the MD Science Center. 

Several highlights of this year’s STEM week in Cecil County include Preschool Science: The Sun, 

which is part of an innovative program series developed by CCPL staff with the goal of providing      

opportunities for hands-on and interactive STEM learning to some of our youngest customers—

preschoolers.  CCPL staff will also be presenting on this series at Ready at 5’s Ready, Set, STEM 

Symposium in December which all are encouraged to attend.    

For the school-aged set, special events are being planned with Mad Science where attendees will      

discover the scientific secrets behind their favorite toys and movies in two separate programs and with 

the University of Maryland Extension who will combine instruction on the Sun’s powerful effects on 

our Earth with sun safety tips.  STEM is not just for students, either, as the Perryville branch will be 

hosting a family engineering challenge where parents and children will be challenged to innovate,    

create, and collaborate on a problem solving task – a great way to promote family engagement.   

And, finally, tweens and teens will have opportunities to look at the inner workings of technology in 

Device Dissection, show their creative STEM personalities with Solar Powered Glow Jars, and cross 

space and time to learn about the ancient technology of Sundials. 

This year’s MD STEM Festival in Cecil County promises to be 10 days filled with STEM learning for 

all. 

 Submitted by Rachel Wright, Youth Services Manager for Cecil County Public Library 



The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytell-ing, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with chil-dren and opportunities for professional development. 
 If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting!  October(no meeting)—Kids are Customers Too, 10/20/16 November 14,Noyes library, Montgomery Co. PL December 12, Havre de Grace, Harford Co PL (tour of Schooner Cove before meeting 9:30-10) 

 
Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

 

Editor:  Sophia VanSchaick, Harford CPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Rachel Wright, Cecil County PL 

rwright@ccplnet.org 

 

 

Newsletter Staff 

www.mdlib.org 

Do you “like” us yet? 
Save the Date: 

 
Kids are Customers Too 

Thursday, October 20, 

Owings Mills branch, 

BCPL 

Register here:  

www.mdlib.org 

 

 

Save the Dates: 
 

Southern Workshop  

March 13, 2017  

Waldorf West, Charles County 

or 

Western Workshop 

 April 10, 2017 

Fletcher Branch, Washington 

County 

(same workshop, 2 locations) 

What’s Coming Up? 

Back Page 

 

Have you seen these NEW titles for Fall? 

http://www.facebook.com/CSDmla
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiu2NjsvL3PAhXB2yYKHUcCDgYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.laughingplace.com%2Fw%2Farticles%2F2016%2F09%2F25%2Fbook-review-bellas-fall-coat%2F&psig=AFQjCNH03KQusl6C-5QC
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifn4fOvb3PAhVLNz4KHbtCA48QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftenbooksamonth.com%2Fbest-books-for-kids%2Fwonderfall&bvm=bv.134495766,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEKeb8MYJdhPiomhO4xkDSHl7e
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGkp72vb3PAhXDWj4KHcMLDQ0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.simonandschuster.ca%2Fbooks%2FYellow-Time%2FLauren-Stringer%2F9781481431569&bvm=bv.134495766,d.eWE&psig=AFQjC
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjBh7KVvr3PAhWDHD4KHdRZBH8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftenbooksamonth.com%2Fbest-books-for-kids%2Fgoodbye-summer-hello-autumn&bvm=bv.134495766,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFZNTb8FU

