
As we recover from 
Summer Reading, we 
find ourselves in the 
middle of a busy new 
season and school year. 
As you look ahead to 
your fall and winter  
planning, we hope you’ll 
consider some of the 
great meetings and  
programs that CSD has 
to offer. 
 
This year’s Kids Are 
Customers, Too!  
Conference is taking 
place on Thursday,  
October 15 and it’s not 
too late to register! 
We’re changing this  
staple conference  
slightly this year by    
giving it a new location 
(thanks to BCPL’s     
Owings Mills Branch for 
hosting!) and format. 
Each year, CSD      
carefully considers the 
feedback we receive and 
hope that this year’s 
conference will be chock 
full of the opportunities 
to network, share, and 
learn about practical 
tools and innovative 
practices that you’ve  
requested. 
 

The true backbone of 
CSD is its incredible 
members, and we would 
love to see more of you 
at our monthly meetings! 
In an effort to be more 
inclusive and responsive 
to the challenges of 
meeting face-to-face 
every month, we’d love 
to know if meeting      
virtually, meeting on  
varying days/times, or 
meeting less frequently 
might make it easier for 
you to be regularly     
involved. You can let us 
know your thoughts by 
responding to our   
question on CSD’s     
Facebook page or by 
emailing any of the CSD 
officers. 

You might be surprised 
to see that this note isn’t 
written by CSD’s      
president, Amanda  
Roberson! She’s moving 
back to southern       
Maryland and leaving 
her job in Harford   
County to spend more 
time with her adorable 
son. She’s staying on as 
CSD president and will 
be back next newsletter. 
Until then, we’re looking 
forward to seeing you all 
at Kids Are Customers, 
Too! and at our next 
meeting on November 
9th at the Noyes Library. 
 
Jessica Brown 
CSD Vice-President 

CSD Newsletter 

(Children’s Services Division of MLA) 

Fall 2015 CSD Newsletter 

CSD Officers 

2015-2016 

Amanda Roberson,  

President 

mlachildrens@gmail.com 

Jessica Hoptay-Brown, 

Vice President 
Enoch Pratt Free Library 

jbrown@prattlibrary.org 

Jessica Crutchley,  

Secretary 
Baltimore County Public Library 

jcrutchley@bcpl.net 

Rachel Wright,  
Past President 
Cecil County Public Library 

rwright@ccplnet.org 

 
 

Roly Poly Pumpkin 
(tune of Itsy Bitsy Spider) 

 

The roly poly pumpkin 

went rolling down the 

hill. 

When he started  

rolling, he couldn’t stay 

still. 

He rolled and he rolled, 

until he hit a rock. 

Then the roly poly 

pumpkin rolled to a 

stop. 

 

Collected by Katie Yeh 

CSD committee 

November 2014 

Noyes Library, Kensington, Maryland 

Hello from CSD! 



The Prince George's County Memorial Library System (PGCMLS) is proud to offer Ready 2 Read 
Centers!  

The Ready 2 Read Center is an early literacy space where very young children can enjoy literacy-
rich, hands-on experiences and activities, such as blocks, dramatic play and puzzles.  

While exploring, the skills that the children practice will assist them in entering kindergarten ready to 
read and learn.  

As they engage children in play, parents and caregivers strengthen their role as the child’s first 
teacher and excite young minds to think creatively. An early literacy information display provides 
adults with ideas to take home and try.  

We are here to help families talk, sing, read, draw/write, play and learn together every day! Visit 
Ready 2 Read Centers in the Accokeek, Bowie, Greenbelt, Hillcrest Heights, Largo-Kettering, Oxon 
Hill, and South Bowie Branches... with plans for more! 

     Submitted by Pamela Hamlin, Family Literacy Specialist, PGCMLS 
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Early Literacy and Play in PGCMLS! 

 

 

 

  

Largo Kettering branch >>>>>  

 

 

 

 

<<<<<<South Bowie branch 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
El Deafo 
By Cece Bell 

Cece became deaf following a childhood illness and has 
to cope with wearing her Phonic Ear hearing aid to 
school as well as suffering the trials of starting at a new 
school.  The Phonic Ear includes a microphone worn by 
her teachers who sometimes forget to turn it off.  This 
means that Cece can hear her teachers’ activities, includ-
ing trips to the bathroom!  She has superpowers!  She is 
El Deafo!  But having superpowers means that she is dif-
ferent and she already felt different.  Bossy friends, losing 
a friend, a cute boy, a class who wants her to alert them 
to the teacher’s movements so they can horse around... 
HEY, deaf kids are kids!  Based on the author’s life. 

middle grades 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louis I, king of the sheep 

By Olivier Tallec 

The short lived reign of Louis I, a sheep who found a 

crown in the grass one windy day.  He decided that as 

king he would need a scepter, a throne and lions for him 

to hunt.  He only wanted sheep who looked like him to 

be near him; the others must be driven out.   

But then, upon another windy day…   

Sic transit gloria mundi 

 

Age 4—Grade 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

I’m trying to love spiders (but it’s not easy) 
By Bethany Barton 

This nonfiction book explains the many ways that spiders 
are cool—think “bug ninjas” - but acknowledges that a lot 
of us have a ways to go before we find spiders anything 
but scary and creepy.  Maybe it’s the ability to stick on 
walls or ceilings?  Or that they’re related to scorpions and 
ticks—yuck!?  Or that they’re all somewhat venomous?  
But how about their webs—like us building a home out of 
our hair (and then using it to catch food)?  And that they  
eat lots and lots of insects? 
Great illustrations and many facts shared humorously.  

 

Lower elementary gradess 

 

Captured history series  

By various authors; Capstone Press 
They catch my eye when the books are standing face 
out—images that record important moments in national 
and world history.  The American Civil War, Tank Man in 
Tiananmen Square, LBJ taking the oath aboard Air Force 
One, the migrant mother.   
What a great way to spark an interest in history, with 
these familiar, yet intriguing photographs.  The  authors 
go into detail about how the photos were taken and about 
the historical events that lead to these moments. 

Middle grades 

  Submitted by Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 
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St. Mary’s County Library System Hosts “Family Coding Club”  

News from Around the State 

Amid the hustle and bustle that occurs during the summer months, the St. Mary’s County 
Library system hosted four sessions designed to teach families the basics of coding.  
“Family Coding Club” was made possible by a partnership between the Division of Library 
Development & Services (DLDS) and the two STEM Education organizations Code in the 
Schools and FutureMakers. The program was originally planned with the requirement that 
participants attend all 4 sessions, so the learning and activities could build from week to 
week, but we found few families were able to commit to 4 straight Saturdays in mid-
summer. Changing to an open drop-in format let families participate as much as they were 
able. 

Each Saturday for 4 weeks in July and August, two representatives from FutureMakers 
made the long trip from Baltimore to Leonardtown, where the library’s Public Technology 
Assistant John Guadalajara joined them in setting up a computer-programming and inven-
tion lab. St. Mary’s County Library provided the space and the equipment from our mobile 
Laptop Lab, and FutureMakers provided everything else- even a pizza lunch! While other 
coding classes are typically geared towards either children or adults, what made these ses-
sions so unique was that they were designed to teach the basics of coding to families; 
adults were expected to stay in the room and experiment alongside their children.  Coding 
Club was based on the “Family Creative Learning” model developed at MIT, which encour-
ages parents and children to learn together- as designers and inventors- through the use of 
creative technologies like Scratch and the MaKey MaKey.  Scratch is a free programming 
language (also developed at MIT) that makes learning the elements of coding very easy 
due to its extremely user-friendly interface.  The MaKey MaKey is a device that can be 
used to turn everyday objects, from bananas to balls of Play-Doh, into touchpads.  Using 
these two tools, and under the guidance of the mentors from FutureMakers, families put 
their imaginations to the test to develop inventions of their own making.  Throughout the 
four sessions, a lot of strange devices took shape, and everyone had a lot of fun along the 
way, but most importantly each family walked away with newfound knowledge and excite-
ment about coding, engineering, and inventing together. 

 

For more information:  

Futuremakers: http://kidsmakethingsbetter.com/ 

Code in the Schools: http://www.codeintheschools.org/ 

Scratch: https://scratch.mit.edu/ 

MaKey MaKey: http://www.makeymakey.com/ 

MIT’s Family Creative Learning Guide: http://family.media.mit.edu/guide/  

http://kidsmakethingsbetter.com/
http://www.codeintheschools.org/
https://scratch.mit.edu/
http://www.makeymakey.com/
http://family.media.mit.edu/guide/
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St. Mary’s County Library System Hosts “Family Coding Club”  (cont’d) 

News From Around the State 

 

 

 

A strange invention takes 

shape during  

Family Coding Club 

Families practice          

programming with Scratch 

during Family Coding Club 

Submitted by Eric Variz, St. Mary’s County Library 



Family Accessibility Night was an afterhours program at the Bel Air branch of Harford County Public Library. After briefly clos-
ing, the library reopened for families with members with diverse needs, abilities, and behaviors. The Special Education Citizens 
Advisory Council was at the event to talk to interested parents about IEP assistance, and various services available in Harford 
County. A Sensory Storytime was given to a group of 10 kids. Overall the program was very well received with several partici-
pants asking if it would be held again.     Submitted by Jake Hutton, Harford County Public Library

Harford County hosts its first Library Accessibility Night 

A successful Black Eyed Susan Tapestry 
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  CSD’s 4
th
 annual Black Eyed Susan Tapestry (BEST) was held on September 19th at Carroll 

Community College. This event offers a full day of celebrating children’s books in public and school 

libraries, and 55 librarians from the state of Maryland participated in this unique event.   

 The day included three discussion groups of the 2015-2016 Black Eyed Susan titles,         

information about the Black Eyed Susan Award, recommendations by Tess Goldwasser (St. Mary’s 

County) and Paula Willey (Baltimore County) of the best new picture books, juvenile and teen titles 

of 2015 as well as a presentation by popular Maryland author, Priscilla Cummings.  

Participants reported this was great exposure to the hundreds of books librarians see every 
year and a great opportunity to hear the opinions and different perspectives of others. The BEST 
workshop is helpful in improving reader’s advisory skills and provides librarians with better           
information for their customers.  Many library systems are now conducting Battle of the Books    
programs, and this exposure was beneficial in familiarizing librarians with the titles. 

The attendees voted for their favorites of the year. And the winners are: 

Carnivores by Aaron Reynolds (Picture Books)  

Absolutely Almost by Lisa Graff (Grades 4-6) 

El Deafo by Cece Bell (Graphic Novels)     

The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier (Grades 6-9) 

Noggin by JohnCorey Whaley (High School) 
 

          

 

 

 

  

  

 Submitted by Eileen Kuhl, Baltimore County Public Library     
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HCPL Celebrates the National Zoo's New Baby Panda  

Kids made Panda puppets celebrating the National Zoo's new baby panda 
and enjoyed storybooks, rhymes and songs in Drop-in Story Time at Harford 

County Public Library's Aberdeen Branch. 

Submitted by Ann Kershner,  Harford County Public Library 



The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytell-ing, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with chil-dren and opportunities for professional development. 
 If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting!  

November 9, Noyes Library, Montgomery County December 14, Bel Air Library, Harford County January 11, Perryville Library, Cecil County February 8, Admin Offices, PGCMLS 
 

Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

Editor:  Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Rachel Wright, Cecil County PL 

rwright@ccplnet.org 

 

Newsletter Staff 

www.mdlib.orgwww.mdlib.org  

Save the Date: 
 

Kids Are Customers, 

Too! 

Owings Mills Branch, 

BCPL 

Thursday, October 15, 

2015 

8:30am-4:15pm 

What’s Coming Up? 

Still going strong... 

Our next meeting (Nov 9) is at Noyes Library for Young 

Children, 10237 Carroll Pl, Kensington, MD.  On page 1 

of this issue, you’ll see several CSD committee members 

in front of it on Nov 10,2014. This year come join us!* 

<<<<<An early photo of Noyes Library.  From the     

website:  “It is the oldest library building in the      

Washington D.C. area, pre-dating the Jefferson building 

of the Library [of] Congress by 4 years. 

“http://www.noyeslibraryfoundation.org/index.php?m=history 

*Bring your own chair! 

Do you “Like” us yet? 

Check out the  

Children’s Services Division of 

the Maryland Library          

Association on Facebook 

 

http://www.facebook.com/CSDmla

