
Take a look out your 

window, and you will 

see the transformation 

from summer to fall is 

upon us.  The leaves 

have gone from a bright 

and lush green to an 

equally vibrant         

kaleidoscope of yellows, 

oranges, and reds.  You, 

too, may find yourself 

transformed should you 

take advantage of all 

the opportunities for 

professional               

development CSD has 

to offer in the coming 

months. 

First up is Kids are 

Customers, Too on    

October 16th.  What a 

day we have planned!  

From Blue Crab award 

winning authors, Greg 

Pizzoli and David A. 

Kelly, to exciting 

presentations on school 

partnerships, ECRR, 

graphic novel reader’s 

advisory, and Guerrilla 

Storytime to hands-on 

interaction with the 

FutureMakers, there 

truly will be something 

for everyone, and it’s 

not too late to register. 

https://www.mdlib.org/

happenings/register.asp 

 

That’s not all CSD has 

in store for you this 

year.  Plans are under-

way for January 12th’s 

Mock Newbery.  Check 

out the “For those 

About to Mock” blog to 

get a head start on the 

best of this year’s crop. 

http://abouttomock. 

blogspot.com/ 

Excited about some-

thing you are doing 

that you’d be willing to 

share?   Ready to be a 

presenter rather than 

an attendee?  The 

Southern/Western   

conferences are         

returning this year, but 

we need your ideas to 

make them happen.  

Start  putting your  

proposals together now, 

and watch for the all 

call on our Facebook 

page and in your inbox. 

Speaking of               

Facebook...have you 

visited our page lately?  

New posts encouraging 

insightful discussion 

abound, but we want 

you to add your voice to 

the mix.  Be sure to 

check us out at… 

https://www.facebook. 

com/CSDmla 

 

And, there’s 

more...MLA             

Conference, networking      

opportunities, and    

virtual trainings are all 

in the works.  The best 

way to stay informed 

and to be a part of it 

all?  Come to one of our 

meetings—we’d love to 

have you.  Be sure to 

take a look at the back 

page for upcoming    

locations and dates. 

 

Hope to see you soon, 

Rachel Wright, CSD 

President 
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Five Little Squirrels Fingerplay 

No Tune 
Five little squirrels sitting in 
a tree. 
The first one said, "It's get-
ting cold for me." 
The second one said, "The 
leaves are falling to the 
ground." 
The third one said, "Let's get 
busy there's nuts to be 
found." 
The fourth one said, "We 
better not wait." 
The fifth one said, " Fall is 
really great!" 

Source:  
http://www.theideabox.
com/Five_Little_Squirr
els_Fingerplay.html 

Happy Fall from CSD! 

mailto:tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov
mailto:tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov
http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/
http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodlawn Library (Baltimore County Public Library) 
had a fantastic Frozen Party where 100+ participants 
played Pin the Nose on Olaf, had their faces painted, 
played with sensory snow, painted with frozen ice cube 
water color paints, and crafted their own Olafs, Elsa 
and Annas. Many dressed up (even parents!) and of 
course, we all sang along to "Let it Go".    

Submitted by Christine Kamt 

CSD newsletter 
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“Frozen” Party at BCPL Woodlawn 
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Events Around the State 

CSD Presents 

Kids are Customers, Too 
Thursday, October 16, 2014, 8:30 am—4 pm. 

Westminster Best Western* 
MLA Members: $85, Non-members: $128, Students: $73. 

After September 26th: MLA Members: $90, Non-members: $133, Students: $77 

General session:  FutureMakers 
Breakout sessions: Every Child Ready to Read and programming 
          School partnerships: Carroll County PL SCORE Challenge, BCPL’s SAIL initiative 
General session:  author Greg Pizzoli (The Watermelon Seed) 
Lunch 
General session: author David Kelly (Miracle Mud) 
Breakout sessions:  Guerrila Story Time 
           Summer Reading ‘15 ideas with Captain Blue Hen Comics and Entertainment 
 

This program has been approved for 5 contact hours of continuing education. 

Registration deadline: September 26th  Refunds cannot be issued after October 2nd. 

*for directions:  http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/US/MD/Westminster-hotels/BEST

-WESTERN-Westminster-Catering---Conference-Center/Hotel-Overview.do?

propertyCode=21045 

To register online:  https://www.mdlib.org/happenings/register.asp 

 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Join us at an “unconference” for seasoned Mother Goose on the Loose  
facilitators 

Have you been running Mother Goose on the Loose programs for parents with babies and toddlers for 
more than one year, two years, three years....? 
 
*Are you looking for new material to use? 
*Would you like to share some successful activities with other MGOL facilitators? 
*Do you have a question about early literacy programs in the library that you would like to discuss with 
your colleagues in a non-judgmental atmosphere? 
*Would you welcome the opportunity to brainstorm new ideas with your colleagues? 
*Do you have a heart warming story about MGOL to share? 
 
If so, please come to the MGOL unconference! 
 
Monday, October 20 2014, 9am-3pm, at the Kent Island Public Library in Maryland  
 
For more details, contact Sam Eddington, Training Coordinator, 
Eastern Shore Regional Library, sam (at) esrl . org, Tel: 410.742.1537 

http://www.mgol.net/2014/09/join-us-at-the-unconference-for-seasoned-mgol-facilitators/
http://www.mgol.net/2014/09/join-us-at-the-unconference-for-seasoned-mgol-facilitators/


 

              

           Photo by Reid Silverman
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Kindergarten Here We Come at St. Mary’s County Library 

At St. Mary's County Library, we held a program called "Kindergarten Here We 

Come" to help incoming Kindergarteners be prepared, and excited, for their first day 

of school!  

We read stories about Kindergarten, did Kindergarten themed crafts, and, the high-

light of the program, a school bus visited the library to take all the kids on a ride 

with their families to get them used to the school bus experience. The bus driver also 

shared bus safety tips, like how important it is to always remain seated when the 

bus is in motion. We had wonderful attendance, everyone who came had a great time, 

and we plan to repeat the program next summer.  Check out the great article that 

ran in our local newspaper.  http://tinyurl.com/okrrsbh 

Submitted by Mary Anne Bowman   

News from Around the State 

http://tinyurl.com/okrrsbh
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Bedtime Math Pajama Party in Harford County 

 

News from Around the State 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      www.bedtimemath.org 

Are you looking for a new way to incorporate STEAM activities into programming especially for 

preschoolers and early elementary?  Don’t worry, there’s a great non-profit organization called 

Bedtime Math to help with the dreaded math element of STEAM.   

Here’s a little background on the organization of Bedtime Math.   This group’s simple mission is 

to “help kids love math the way they love playtime or dessert.”  The basis of their organization 

is a series of innovative daily problems centering on the subject of math either through a daily 

email or their app.  Each problem contains a set-up story and 3 levels of lighthearted questions 

for the child.  The problems are super easy and all the answers are provided! 

Where do libraries fit into this equation?  Bedtime Math has created Pajama Parties.  The par-

ties are an innovative program especially for libraries with the goal of promoting the use of dai-

ly math problems as part of a child’s bedtime routine.  At the Bel Air Branch of Harford County, 

we have hosted two successful parties using the kits provided by Bedtime Math.  Each kit in-

cluded a handout for parents, a monthly calendar and materials for the hands on activity.  Dur-

ing the two parties at Bel Air, we created a foam clock and foam dominos for matching.    Each 

kit also contains tangrams for the children to cut out and printouts to create different animals 

with the tangrams.   

Unfortunately, the organization has moved away from offering the kits for the Pajama Parties.  

Luckily, the printed materials are still located on the website under the Educators and Librar-

ies tab and can be easily replicated for use by your library.  Bedtime Math even provides a 

script to follow during the program, which provides tips for the parents to help assist their 

child.   

I would highly recommend the Pajama Kit #2.  The children loved creating the foam clock and 

testing the speed of animal key chains on a zip line.  Even outside of the Pajama Party concept, 

the math problems are fun and can be adapted to be used during storytimes.     

        Submitted by Bethany Vangrin, HCPL 



News from Around the State 

PARTNERS NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION  

RACHEL WRIGHT, CECIL COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY  

 

Talking.  Singing. Reading. Writing. Playing. These are the 5 early l iteracy practices identified by The 

American Library Association’s Every Child Ready to Read @ YourLibrary  as being essential in promot-

ing early l iteracy skills with children ages birth -5.  Librarians across the state of Maryland are introducing 

children and their families,  as well  as care providers, to these practices through story time programs, par-

ent and/or provider workshops, and interactive learning centers found in the library.  By presenting these 

skills in a simple and straightforward manner, the content is accessible to all ,  and both parents and care-

givers are empowered to confidently engage children in activities proven vital  to their literacy develop-

ment.     

Picture books for children in support of these practices abound, and the Colorado Library for Early Litera-

cy implemented an award earlier this year which recognizes those that best exemplify each of the 5 prac-

tices.   The following books are the PARTNERS NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION  

RACHEL WRIGHT, CECIL COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY  

 

Be sure to stop by your local library to learn more about ALA’s Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library 

and to check out a multitude of books perfect for promoting talking, singing, reading,  writing, and playing.   

Moo! by David La Rochelle; Illustrated by Mike Wohnoutka (Talking)  

 Using only the word ‘Moo,’ La Rochelle has successfully created a road trip to remember for a favorite barn-

yard friend.   At the onset, Cow is grazing in the field like any cow would do. However, when Farmer decides 

to sell  his  car, Cow literally sets off for greener pastures in Farmer’s red convertible.   Cow may be a bovine of 

one word, but La Rochelle proves the power of language comes not in what you say, but how you say it.   Using 

dynamic fonts and detailed illustrations,  readers clearly understand Cow’s short -lived road trip which ulti-

mately ends with a return trip to the farm.  With only one word to read and a story filled with action and ad-

venture,  children and caregivers will have much to discuss.  

Talking   Singing   Reading  Writing  Playing   

 

 

  



Nighty-Night Cooper by Laura Numeroff; Illustrated by Lynn Munsinger (Singing) 

 Cooper is a kangaroo who just can’t sleep unless his mama sings him a special song.  Like 

all good mothers would do, Cooper’s mama complies, and though it’s a nice enough song, he 

still can’t go to sleep.  So, he asks for and receives another and another and another, but 

Cooper still can’t fall asleep.  Finally, Cooper suggests he sing mama a song.  Unsurprising-

ly, Mama is the first one to close her eyes, and Cooper quietly snuggles in for the night.  A 

sweet bedtime story filled with songs set to familiar tunes making it easy for children and 

their caregivers to sing together.  

 

Open This Little Book by Jesse Klausmeier; Illustrated by Suzy Lee (Reading)  

 Ladybug, Frog, Rabbit, Bear, and their friend, the Giant, share the delight and wonder of 

reading stories with and about each other.  Uniquely presented, Klausmeier and Lee invite 

the reader to open ever smaller ‘books’ as the story progresses, each with its own color and 

character and all complete with both a beginning and an end.  A true collaboration between 

author and illustrator which results in an old -fashioned, yet interactive, story about friend-

ship and the enjoyment of reading books together.  Read this one for the sheer love of read-

ing and be sure to follow the advice at the end to go out and read another.  

 

The Things I Can Do by Jeff Mack (Writing)  

 Jeff is proud of all the things he can do and is inspired to write and illustrate a book listing 

them.  Making his own lunch, combing his hair, tying his shoes…no job is too big for Jeff.  

Unfortunately, Jeff may not be as accomplished as he leads the reader to believe, and Mack’s 

texturized and humorous illustrations display a window into the reality of exactly how Jeff 

does all the things he can do.  Readers will have a lot to examine on each page of Jeff’s book 

of accomplishments and will, hopefully, be inspired to pick up a pencil, crayon, marker, or 

pen of their own.   

 

Nino Wrestles the World by Yuyi Morales (Playing) 

Nino is contentedly playing with his toys when, out of the corner of his eye, he spies some-

thing intriguing…a mask just like the ones typically worn by Lucha Libre wrestlers.  He puts 

it on and is immediately transformed into a luchadore (wrestler) worthy of the most hide-

ous of opponents.  Nino is clever and confronts each opponent with gusto, imagination, and 

a little help from his toys to defeat La Momia de Guanajuato, El Extraterrestre and more.  

Just when he has defeated the most terrifying, the most revolting of all his adversaries, he is 

faced with his toughest challenge of all…Las Hermanitas, his baby sisters…aaagh!  A playful 

story, on a topic not often covered in children’s picture books, which encourages imagina-

tive and creative play from beginning to end.  



The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytell-ing, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with  children and opportunities for professional development. 
 If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting!  

November 14, 2014, Noyes, Montgomery County December 8, 2014, Bel Air, Harford County 
 

Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

 

Editor: Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Irva Nachlas-Gabin, retired HCL 

Irva.gabin@verizon.net 
 

 

Newsletter Staff 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/ 

Children's Services Division of the  
Maryland Library Association 

“Like” us! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Save the Date: 

 
Kids are Customers, Too 

Thursday, October 16 

8:30-4 

Best Western Westminster 

(see info, page 3) 

 

 

 

Save the Date: 

 

Mock Newbery 
Monday, January 12 

Denton, Caroline County 

Followed by a CSD meeting 

1-3:30 pm 

 

 
 

What’s Coming Up? 

Brainstorming programs and 
activities for next summer?
Join us on 11/10/14 at the 
Noyes Library, Montgomery 
County, where we’ll be sharing 
ideas on possible presenters 
for SR15.                                 

From the Editor’s Inbox 

Had a chance to read the 
October, 2014 issue of  
Novelist’s newsletter, Kids 
and Books? Look for    
Building Heroes: Program 
Ideas for Summer Reading 
2015. 
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