
MLA Children’s Services Division meeting 
July 12, 2010, Harford Co Public Library, Bel Air Branch 

 
In attendance:  
Susan Modak, Montgomery Co PL, susan.modak@montgomerycountymd.gov  
Melissa Harrah, Harford Co PL,  harrah@hcplonline.info  
Wanda Nelson, PGCMLS, WandaNelson@comcast.net  
Susan Walters, BCPL, swalters@bcpl.net 
Janis Cooker, St Mary’s Co Library, jcoordinator@stmalib.org  
Krista McKenzie, REL, Krista@relib.net, Aog.1, kmckenzie0@yahoo.com  
Elisabeth Proffen, Howard Co Library, Elisabeth.proffen@hclibrary.org 
Robyn Lukow, Frederick Co PL, rlukow@gmail.com 
Tara Lebherz, Frederick Co PL, tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov 
Eileen Kuhl, BCPL, ekuhl@bcpl.net 
Sophia VanSchaick, vanschaick@hcplonline.info, notetaker 
 
Announcements 
Robyn shared with us the sad news that Carol’s mom passed away very recently. 
 
Congratulations to Krista on her new job.  She reassured us that she will be able to 
complete the remaining Blue Crab tasks over the coming year. 
 
MLA Executive Board Meeting 
There hasn’t been an executive board meeting since our last meeting so there’s nothing to 
report. 
 
Minutes 
Susan M moved to approve the minutes, Krista seconded. 
 
Blue Crab ‘10 
They are working on annotations.  Carol will need the titles for the Kids are customers 
bookseller. 
  
Blue Crab ‘11 
Had their first meeting 6/14.  They already have over 100 books under consideration.  
They tried to have an online Wimba meeting but there was a glitch about a password.  
They have planned their next meeting as a Wimba meeting and expect it to work out.  
Mickey Freeney attended the first in person meeting as a guest speaker.  The next in 
person meeting is planned for September. 
 
Kids are customers 2010 – October 21st 
Susan M and Krista are planning the shoutout. 
Robyn understands that Mother Reader’s paperwork has been turned in. 
Carol has arranged for Eric to do tech support. 
We still need to confirm book signing and selling tables – Carol? 
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Eileen will check on the status of the MLA store and whether they will be sending a table 
to KAC. 
We will need people to introduce presenters and volunteers for the registration table. 
 
Eastern/Southern/Western conferences 
Eastern – Denton, 1/10/11, small fee $5 – mock Newbery workshop for 8 contact hours 
(.8 CEUs)  Eileen will check with Julie Ranelli about the maximum attendance.  
Southern – SMRLA (Charlotte Hall),  3/14, see tentative schedule below 
Western – Urbana, 4/11/11, based on Southern conference 
 
Large group storytimes 45 min  1:00-1:45 pm 
 Break   10 min  1:45-1:55  
Lego programs  45 min  1:55-2:40 
 Break   10 min  2:40-2:50 
Puppets (2 presenters)  1.5 hours 2:50-4:20  
 Evaluation, etc  10 min  4:20-4:30 
 
Possible presenters for the puppet portion are Katie George, Howard County, possibly 
presenting how to make puppets (Elisabeth? To ask) and John Lewis, Frederick County, 
possibly to present how to use puppets (Robyn? To ask).   
 
Side note: Susan M, Janis and others recommended an article about large group 
storytimes in a recent issue of Children and Libraries. 
  
MLA conference, May 4-6, Clarion Resort, Ocean City 
The planning committee is thinking of a theme – maybe centering on “passion” and our 
feeling for our profession.   
 
Our suggested offerings: 
Early literacy centers – stations 
 Janis will touch base with Amanda 
 Eileen will ask Kathy Casserly about who in BCPL should be approached 
Blue Crab ‘10 
Eileen will ask hands on craft presenters from last years preconference if they have 
another program that they could bring to MLA. – so popular last year. 
Elisabeth said that she has seen Barb Langridge (www.abookandahug.com) do a 
program about types of boy readers.  She (or Eileen?) will approach her about presenting. 
 
Attendees shared different systems’ versions of Early Literacy centers: (from my 
scribbles) 
St Mary’s has flight kits that adult and child can use in the library and Wow kits that can 
be borrowed.  They have purchased boards that are mounted on walls, with pieces that 
move. 
BCPL, besides 2 Storyville centers, has 9-12 thematic kits that rotate amongst the 
branches. 
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Montgomery County has a discovery room in Germantown that is so popular they are 
converting a study room into another discovery room .  Room is filled with puppets, 
puzzles, theatre, other hands on toys – groups of a certain maximum reserve the room and 
have use of it for an hour at a time.   
Howard Co has a machine that dispenses earplugs – has reduced customer complaints re 
noise from children’s area/early literacy center. 
Scholastic has Early Literacy sets. 
BWI has story sacks. 
 
Old business 
The newsletter idea continues to evolve.  Please send ideas for content or method to 
Susan Modak, Tara, Susan Walters or Sophia – contact info in the “In attendance” 
section.  One suggestion is for a section to introduce new Maryland childrens librarians – 
ask them 5 questions and report their answers in the newsletter. 
Quarterly or more often?  Any thoughts? 
 
New business 
Robyn will send a card of condolence to Carol from CSD.  She will send us an email 
with the information about donations requested. 
 
There was a discussion about how Summer Reading is going. 
 
Frederick Co is giving out Silly Bandz as prizes – kids are enjoying them.  Harford Co 
will give them to volunteers. 
Howard Co signs up every summer school student. 
St Mary’s Co attended a local literacy picnic. 
Frederick Co has whole schools that want to register every student.  There are pluses and 
minuses to such an endeavor. 
Howard Co is especially busy in the evenings this summer. 
Everyone is having better attendance and participation in Summer Reading. 
207 people went to The Bubble Lady program at BCPL Randallstown. 
Perry Hall had a huge turnout too. 
 
Topic of the month – passive programs 

Tara, Frederick Co, has placed little plastic thingies in a large peanut butter jar, 
filled the jar with sand and the children enjoy rolling the jar around to spot the thingies. 
 Janis, St Mary’s Co, has scavenger hunts with children finding pictures of beach 
related items and clues to the next picture around the branches.  Janis finds that it 
encourages children/families to go to parts of the childrens area that they might not have 
otherwise.  She has done something similar to the sand/jar idea where children get to sift 
1 prize out of box lined with plastic, filled with sand or rice. 
 Eileen, BCPL, says that their version of a scavenger hunt involves businesses on 
Honeygo Blvd.  Businesses have pictures of Sneaks holding something. 
 Robyn, Frederick Co, has activities that involve children adding things to a 
bulletin board. 
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 Susan M., Montgomery Co, brought in tadpoles from her pond and patrons 
spontaneously began to share the word “tadpole” in other languages.  She began a list and 
now has more than 20 languages represented.  The tadpoles are a great attraction at 
Noyes. 
 St Mary’s Co has had kids trace and cut out hands to add to a turkey display. 
 Garrett Co has done a similar thing (hand stars?) to add to an American flag 
display. 
 Melissa, Harford Co, has had kids add their signature to an oversized copy of the 
Constitution – feather taped to a pen makes a passable quill. 
 Janis says that they have been enjoying crafternoons – so far, a suncatcher, fridge 
magnets and pirate hats – more than 100 participants at each. 
 Harford Co posts an elementary and a middle school riddle and gives a prize to 
each child who solves it.  Children love to hunt for the hidden rubber ducky (or 
whichever little thing) – again they get a prize for spotting it and telling a librarian or 
Summer Reading volunteer.  There are “please touch” shells and other water related 
items at the reference desks, also good for interactions between ref staff and families. 
 
Go Around 
Susan Modak: Montgomery Co is not having a Summer Reading Program this year, 
though each branch is having 3 professional performers do programs.  Lots of staff have 
had to be moved to different branches and departments. 
 
Melissa, Harford Co:  found a site that she shared with us that generates picture bingo 
cards for a family bingo program – low registration but 30 attendees showed up.  
http://bogglesworldesl.com 
 
Eileen: White Marsh is running a scavenger hunt with stores in the area.  At a nature 
program at Marshy Pt nature center the winner of the scavenger hunt will be drawn. 
 
Janis: St Mary’s Co is having 6 performers this summer.  They are having crafternoons 
with crafts for kids.  Active learning centers have been placed in 2 branches.  Other 
summer activities are given on activity sheets inc. make a sea creature, paint a rock 
(children have been bringing them in).  The ideas are in the CLSP binder.  They’re 
having Tumblebooks programs, to show parents this feature and Teen Splashdown 
Science as well as online Battleship programs. 
 
Wanda, PGCMLS: Their Summer Reading Program started with an ice cream social that 
had a line of people going out the door.  They have 5 performers scheduled and their next 
performer is The Reptile World. 
 
Susan Walters, BCPL Randallstown: BCPL is doing a craft every 2 weeks for SRC – 
week 1-2 was an origami duck.  Renovation begins 7/.26 so the only program that they’ll 
continue is Preschool Storytime.  They are having impromptu storytimes in the children’s 
area when there are a lot of kids in the library. 
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Tara, Frederick Co: They are doing weekly programs on Saturdays related to a book 
series – Wimpy Kid, American Girl, Star Wars, Magic Tree House, etc.  They have been 
very popular.  She recommends using the pubyac.org archives to get storytime ideas. 
 
Krista, Ruth Enslow Library: For SRC – lots of kids attending, higher numbers.  – Doing 
“Get Caught Reading”,  kids ‘caught reading’ in the library pick a prize from a net or 
treasure chest. – Family reading partnerships- for every 1 hour a family reads, they get 
their number entered for a family prize basket.  – some turnover – right now, there are 3 
vacancies, all 3 of which are children’s people.  They have had a continuance of the grant 
for the First Card program. 
 
Robyn, Frederick Co: They have already met registration numbers from the end of 2009 
SRC now!  They are very busy and continue having signups.  They believe the increase is 
tied into their increased promotion into the schools, not one but 2 grand prizes and the 
offering of silly bandz for prizes!  We also recently were awarded a grant to enhance our 
Infants and Toddlers partnership where we do storytimes for their families and our 
public. 
 
Elisabeth, Howard Co:  Their Summer Reading kick-off had 1500 attendees.  It’s the 2nd 
year of the ‘design your own bookmark” contest.  Winning designs are used to promote 
Summer Reading.  Lots of inhouse classes and events.  Ground has been broken for the 
new Miller library – spring ’11 opening? 
 
Sophia, Harford Co: Summer Reading numbers are up, program attendance is very 
strong. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


