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Battle of the Books at the Carroll County Public Library (Left)9
As the 2019-2020 school year ended, summer came and went, and the
2020-2021 school year started up, Carroll County Public Library had
a pressing concern: how to plan and facilitate one of the library’s most
successful partnership events, the Battle of the Books?

The Maryland Department of Legislative Services’ Library
Obituary Database Project (Left below)11
The Maryland Department of Legislative Services Library in Annapolis is
uncovering new and fascinating tidbits of Maryland history every day in
its newest project. Reference librarians Elizabeth Bateman and Richard
Sigwald are conducting a “legislative genealogy,” of sorts. They are compiling a roster of every member of the Maryland General Assembly since
1790, plus scouring resources to locate obituaries of former Maryland
General Assembly members.
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Lawrence T. Brown, author of The Black Butterfly: The Harmful Politics
of Race and Space in America (JHU Press, 2021), asks us to look at ongoing historical trauma in Baltimore. It’s historical. It started long ago. It’s
ongoing. It’s still compounding. He also asks us to fix it. And he describes
in detail a process for doing so.

Night Sky Notes: Corner the Great Square of Pegasus

17

The Summer Triangle may be the most famous seasonal star pattern, but
during early August evenings another geometrically-themed asterism
rises: the Great Square of Pegasus. This asterism’s name is a bit misleading: while three of its stars - Scheat, Markab, and Algenib - are indeed
found in the constellation of the winged horse Pegasus, its fourth star,
Alpheratz, is the brightest star in the constellation Andromeda! August
evenings are an excellent time to look for the Great Square, as it will be
rising in the east after sunset.
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Editor’s Note
Happy Summer, Crab readers! I bet that everyone is
having a vastly different summer than they did in 2020,
that is for sure! As we reflect on (hopefully) good times
ahead and the light at the end of the COVID tunnel, I have
noticed that many organizations and groups (including
MLA) have been exploring new ways of doing things and
improving existing processes, since there is a shared sense
of moving forward.
As many of you know, I have served as the editor of the
Crab for over 10 years. Over the last several years, I have
thought about changing the format of the Crab, though
nothing ever really came to fruition. Now, I think that it
may be time to shake things up. However, I think that I
need a fresh perspective from readers on what format they
would like the Crab to take on. To that end, I have created
a survey with some questions for readers and an opportunity to provide feedback on potential new directions for
the publication.
Here is a link to the survey:

page 8
page 11 ▼

◀

MLA Crab: New Directions

I appreciate your responses and any written feedback
that you wish to offer. Here’s to moving forward!
Annette Haldeman, MLA Crab Editor;
Department of Legislative Services Library

■

The Crab • Summer, 2021 • Contents: Features • Contents: Features continued • Contents: Continued

THIS ISSUE

5

President’s
Message
Moving Forward
Mary Anne Bowman, MLA President, 2021-2022
Deputy Director, St. Mary’s County Library
hen I ran for Vice President/President Elect, I had no idea we
would be entering a global pandemic. And I really had no idea I would
be President without the leadership of Margaret Carty. Wow, it has been
A YEAR of challenges. But with every challenge there are opportunities
for change and transformation. We will make the best of things!
This year I will be focusing most of my attention on the Executive Director search
process and diversity, equity and inclusion. We hope to have a new Executive Director
in place by the end of the year. The Executive Board is working to formalize a LGBTQ+
Interest Group, an MLA Black Caucus Chapter of ALA and we will be turning our Equity,
Diversity & Inclusion Task Force into a Panel with an EDI Officer as a permanent, voting
member of the Executive Board.
We will be looking to our membership to help create a new path forward for MLA. A
survey will be out soon to ask what you want out of your membership. We may see changes
to our website, newsletters (maybe even the Crab) and other processes. And when a new
Executive Director is in place, we will focus on a new strategic plan. Lots of change!
Lastly, I have two special thank yous. I would like to thank Ryan O’Grady, our Interim
Executive Director. Ryan has hit the ground running and we are most appreciative of his
willingness to help out during this transition. And, a very special thank you to Morgan
Miller, MLA’s President for 2020-2021. Morgan was the best leader during a very difficult
time and I’m so thankful for everything she did and continues to do for MLA! Thank you
both!

W

“In the middle of every
difficulty lies opportunity.”
—Albert Einstein

■
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MLA Outstanding
Volunteer Award
Winner: Mildred
Mitchell
Adapted from the Govans Library Review
(Enoch Pratt Free Library), Spring 2021

The Govans Branch of the Enoch Pratt Free Library is
proud to announce that volunteer Mildred Mitchell has
won the 2021 Maryland Library Association Outstanding
Volunteer Award! Retired from the FBI, Mildred has been
volunteering at Govans for the last eight years. She is a very
dedicated volunteer who does not hesitate to help when
asked. She is friendly, caring, punctual, detail-oriented
and extremely artistic. She is dependable, resourceful and
very well-organized. Without a doubt, Mildred is truly
deserving of this statewide recognition.
Pre-Covid, Mildred was the Govans Branch LEGO
Lady. Faithfully, she would facilitate the family LEGOvans Fridays program each week encouraging customers of
all ages to build something original with library LEGOs.
Mildred has assisted at many branch Fairy Tale Balls
as well. Dressed in a handmade fairy costume, she helped
many participants make crafts. She also stuffed many treat
bags for attendees. In addition, being an expert knitter,
Mildred co-presented with Branch Manager Poonam
Mukherjee at the Knitting & Crochet Club bringing ideas
and helping others with their projects. Many times Mildred would set up craft tables in the library lobby and at
the Govanstowne Farmers’ Market with Children’s Librarian, Miss Gloria, inviting visitors to be creative and
make crafts to take home. Mildred was a regular at the annual branch Holiday Celebrations arriving early to set up,

helping participants make floral centerpieces and staying
late to clean up. She put together hundreds of take-home
snack bags for the Summer Reading Challenge and loaned
her time and talents to scrapbooking events. Also, Mildred instructed children and adults on how to use the
branch sewing machines to make pillows, place mats and
ornaments.
Her personal interests include reading (of course),
watching movies, knitting, scrapbooking, genealogy and
LEGO building.
Thank you, Millie, for all you have given to the Govans
Branch! Congratulations on this achievement! We appreciate you!
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D. Watkins Awarded
2021 Maryland
Author Award
The 2021 Maryland Author Award Committee:
Kimberly Anguish, Karen Collier, Ashley
Fedele, Audrey Lau, Jonah Owens, Glennor
Shirley, Patty Sundberg, Lynn Wheeler, and
Lisa Kenyon (Chair)

D. Watkins is the winner of the 2021 William G. Wilson Maryland Author Award for his adult non-fiction
books. Watkins holds a Master’s degree in Education from
Johns Hopkins University, and a Masters in Fine Arts in
Creative Writing from the University of Baltimore. He
is a currently a lecturer at the University of Baltimore’s
Klein Family School of Communications Design, and is
Editor-at-Large for Salon.com. Watkins was a founder of
the BMORE Writers Project, and has been the recipient of
numerous awards including the BMe Genius Grant, and
the Ford Motor Company’s Men of Courage initiative.
D. Watkins is from east Baltimore, and his books reflect the contradictions of his life. A young, urban, black
man who believes in education and who excelled academically he was also a young, urban black man who sold drugs
in the city.
Watkins’ first book, the New York Times bestseller The
Beast Side: Living (and Dying) While Black in America, is
a collection of essays which explores his past as a youth
involved in the drug trade and eventually his path out of
jail and into college, writing, and teaching. His second
book, The Cook Up: A Crack Rock Memoir, chronicles how
and why he decided to change his life by trying to develop
a writing career. It talks about the pointless toil of drug
dealing, the power of education to help people find ways

out of hardship, the importance of art in young people’s
lives, and the worth of working toward a life away from
the streets.
Watkins’ third book, We Speak for Ourselves: A Word
from Forgotten Black America, offers an in-depth analysis
of inner-city hurdles and honors the stories found therein. The stories uncover the systematic injustice threaded
within our society, and the book has been described as a
must-read for all who are committed to social change.
In this book, Watkins dismisses the notion of “one
voice” for the community, saying “…the idea isn’t to propel one holy black anointed person as the chosen one, but
for all of us to reach mastery at what we do, work together,
share those skills, and support each other. To speak for
themselves.”
On May 5, 2021, Watkins shared his personal story of
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literacy advocacy with conference attendees, focusing on
the need for communities to be represented and feel that
they are “part of the story.” Watkins started his presentation by thanking libraries as “a reason why a person like
myself is even able to be a writer” and joked that he may
still owe a significant fine for a Curious George book that
he lost as a child.
Watkins spoke about “writing Baltimore” and writing
“about” Baltimore, and the importance of people in Baltimore and the surrounding areas telling authentic stories
about their neighborhoods because “by the time you know
you get to middle school you get a whole lot of books that
don’t necessarily speak to your experience and you kind
of feel like you don’t have a place in literature.”
Watkins then spoke about how he became a writer,
and decided to write not just about his community, but
for his community. Tired of reading authors who wrote
about Baltimore but weren’t from Baltimore, he said that
he wanted to “to show my love for the city, through my
work to all of the people in the world.”
As he neared the end of his presentation, Watkins
thanked us for giving the award to “a person who loves
his community and loves where he comes from and that
wants to share that love with other people.” Watkins then
answered questions from attendees, many of which focused on outreach to young people and encouraging
young writers. He also expressed a hope of attending future conferences and meeting library staff in person, and
thanked us again for giving him this award.

■
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Battle of the Books
at the Carroll County Public Library

Erin Gambrill, Carroll County Public Library

As the 2019-2020 school year ended, summer came
and went, and the 2020-2021 school year started up,
Carroll County Public Library had a pressing

concern: how to plan and facilitate one of the
library’s most successful partnership events,
the Battle of the Books?

▶
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Planning for the 2021
Battle began in June 2020,
despite the future of life
in the time of COVID-19
being uncertain and
daunting!

The Battle of the Books events in Carroll County started in the 2011-2012 school
year with two public elementary schools
and two public middle schools participating. This grew by three more schools the
following school year and then almost all
of the county public schools joined in the
year after that. In 2016 and 2019, respectively, private and homeschool elementary
and middle school groups also competed.
In March 2020, the CCPL Battle Committee was at the height of preparing for
the annual in-person Battle of the Books,
which are events that are attended by
hundreds of people per tournament. With
library closures and shelter-in-place orders
quickly being issued over the following
days and weeks, it became clear that the library would have to cancel the 2020 Battle of
the Books. The official Battle questions and answers were sent out to media specialists
and Battle coaches with the directions that they could hold informal, safe Battles with their
teams as they saw fit.
Planning for the 2021 Battle began in June 2020, despite the future of life in the time of
COVID-19 being uncertain and daunting. The team decided that it would plan for a multitude
of potentialities: in-person, hybrid, or virtual. As COVID cases in the fall began to increase
and hold steady, it was clear that we would need to pivot to an entirely virtual experience
for all participants. Making this decision fairly early led to better communication and better preparedness overall.
In pre-pandemic times, each branch would hold a regional tournament for their public
elementary schools to compete with one another, but that number of large-scale tournaments seemed unwieldy to uphold in an online platform. In the virtual format, it made sense
to have two large public elementary tournaments, along with one public middle school
tournament, one private school and homeschool elementary tournament, and one private
school and homeschool middle school tournament. The team decided to have each branch
hold a Zoom call with anywhere from 6-8 teams, with each team getting their own breakout room after an initial set of rules and announcements. The breakout rooms would then
consist of the students, their coach, or coaches, and a CCPL staff member who served as
The Crab • Summer, 2021 • Contents: Features • Contents: Features continued • Contents: Continued

a question reader. The coaches were given a Google form
ahead of time to record and submit answers as the Battle
unfolded.
The virtual Battles were set up so that students and
coaches could be able to participate in the event while being completely socially distanced from one another, but
to best be able to troubleshoot any technical issues, CCPL
staff met at the branches to access Zoom from the library
computers. Each event had the following: a Battle Monitor who would go over the rules and itinerary for the night
and who would stay in the larger Zoom room to be able to
put students back into their breakout room if they logged
out, a Battle Facilitator who would assign students, coaches, and library staff to their breakout rooms and oversee
any potential issues that came up during the event, and a
Question Reader for each Battle team who would read the
questions to the students and instruct coaches on how to

submit answers.
After each event, members of the Battle of the Books Committee scored all answers
and compiled these to determine the winners of each tournament. This culminated into
the final piece: an exciting virtual awards ceremony held in early May 2021 where the winners were announced. To make this accessible for parents, grandparents, friends, etc., this
was broadcast to both the public library and public schools’ social media pages. Winning
teams received a special trophy for their school or homeschool group and gift cards. All
participants received a drawstring goody bag with coupons from local businesses.
All feedback from parents, coaches, media specialists, and students has been positive. One coach said, “I loved listening to my team reason it through. I have a feeling they
were wrong most of the time, but they had good reasons for choosing the books that
they did. And they were enjoying themselves. So cute!” Carroll County Public Library feels
proud and honored to have been able to successfully transition these massively popular
Battle events into an online format for a very unusual year.
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The Maryland Department of Legislative
Services’ Library Obituary Database Project
in Annapolis is
uncovering new and fascinating tidbits of Maryland history every day in its
newest project. Reference librarians Elizabeth Bateman and Richard Sigwald
are conducting a “legislative genealogy,” of sorts. They are compiling a roster
of every member of the Maryland General Assembly since 1790, plus scouring
resources to locate obituaries of former Maryland General Assembly members.
Starting at opposite ends of the alphabet, Richard and Elizabeth are going name by
name in the “big red book,” a publication from the Maryland State Archives with a name
index containing names of former legislators, judges, governors, and other government
officials, which was published in 1990. The librarians are also using Ancestry.com, Newspapers.com, ProQuest, old Maryland Manuals, A Biographical Dictionary of the Maryland
Legislature, and Chronicling America, to confirm the identities of former legislators and
history makers.

The two librarians are using Ancestry.com to track down birth and death dates and even,
on occasion, are directed to the person’s obituary and grave site photograph. Old Maryland Manuals frequently contained short profiles of members, which allows for Richard and
Elizabeth to confirm certain life events or other careers. With certain life details confirmed,
the librarians turn to Newspapers.com, ProQuest, and sometimes, Chronicling America, to
track down obituaries, death notices, and funeral announcements. Many times, a person’s
service in the legislature isn’t even mentioned in their obituary, so it’s often necessary to
confirm their identity with the other sources. Another hiccup that sometimes occurs is that
the legislator went by a different name (or by their initials) in legislative records than what
is found in their obituary, requiring some extra sleuthing. Elizabeth and Richard have also
utilized the Washington County Free Library’s Obituary Locator. This tool has helped them
locate “tough to find” legislators from that county. They have received prompt and helpful
service from the librarians of Washington County in filling the requests for these obituaries.
This grand project has cleared up many discrepancies of who served and when, giving
a clearer picture of how many legislators have served. It has also uncovered some fascinating moments in history. Before moving to New York and being a founder of a city named
for him, Nathaniel Rochester served a term in the House of Delegates representing Washington County. Delegate John Roney from Baltimore, prior to holding office, was
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a blockade runner for the Confederate Navy. Delegate Somerville of Calvert County was
shot through his living room window by one of his slaves in an attempted escape and assassination. Delegate David Bruce of Baltimore went on to serve as a diplomat under six
different US Presidents. Montgomery Blair was co-counsel for Dred Scot prior to representing Montgomery County in 1878.
Perhaps one of the most interesting moments in Maryland history that has been found
through this project has been the story of the “Glorious Nineteen.” These nineteen men
refused to be electors of the 1836 Senate without a guarantee of proper party representation in the chamber. Their refusal to sit prevented a Senate from being formed, which
prevented the election of a governor and the subsequent government officials a governor

would need to appoint for the state to operate. The State of Maryland was in full constitutional crisis to the point that the local militias had activated! Once the majority conceded
to the “nineteen,” the legislature amended the constitution to ensure direct election of
state senators and governors.
If you find yourself needing historical information about past legislators for any reason,
from being a relative to wondering who your street may be named after, you can contact
the Maryland Department of Legislative Services Library for assistance. The list of legislators
is already over 3,500, with many obituaries having been collected for those who appear
on the list.
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OutRAIGeous Reviews

Books
Recommended
by the Members
of the MLA
Reader’s
Advisory
Interest Group
(RAIG)

Size 12 Is Not Fat by Meg Cabot (William Morrow & Company, 2006)

Review by: Bina Pittman
Size 12 Is Not Fat is a nostalgic and fun 1990s homage
to the height of popularity for “sugar” pop lyrics/songs, the
TV show MTV Live, the frenzy of boybands, and the then
new phenomenon of mall pop concerts.
Heather Wells was once a thin teen pop star (think of a
fictional Debbie Gibson), whose life mirrored the composites of song lyrics: she had fame, money, nuclear family love,
and a boy-band member fiancé. Now twenty-eight and
heftier, Heather finds that her life is rife with betrayal, size
shaming, unrequited love, and survival. However, Heather
must draw on her talent, independence, maturity, humor,
and curiosity as she feels personally obligated and desperate to pass her 60-day job probation as the New York
College’s recently hired assistant dorm director, and on top
of that, to catch whoever murdered a freshman resident.
Because the audiobook’s conversational-tone diction
is entertaining, and the continuously suspenseful plot has
twisty surprises, I finished the audiobook in one day. If you
need an easy summer read and you enjoy cozy mystery
books, Size 12 Is Not Fat may be perfect for you.

MLA Reader’s Advisory Interest
Group

▶
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Interior Chinatown by Charles Yu (Pantheon, 2020)

Surviving Savannah by Patti Henry (Berkley, 2021)

Review by: Bina Pittman

Review by: Bettina Wesloh

How does it feel to be invisible in America, historically sanctioned for more than two
centuries, in spite of your contributions? To have your visibility and identity attached to the
stereotypes of Generic Asian Man, Kung Fu Guy, Older Brother, and Sifu, or Dragon Lady,
Girl with the Almond Eyes, and Asiatic Seductress?
Charles Yu’s engaging, creative, and painful Interior Chinatown, winner of the 2020 National Book Award for Fiction, uses a screenplay format to ingeniously capture the endless
lifetime toil of his Asian American characters. Told in second person by aspiring Chinese
American actor Willis Yu, the story explores Asian American stereotypes and prejudices
via the themes of black and white (where is the yellow in film?), ageism (the constant give
and take of respect and concern for elder family members), and assimilation.
If you enjoyed The Fortunes by Peter Ho Davies (for its candid examination of the Chinese immigrant experience in the United States) or previous books by Yu (for their equally
quirky approach to storytelling), this
brief four-hour audiobook will make
you reflect, laugh, and remember
Yu’s honesty and advocacy towards
dismantling any stereotype of the
Asian American “Model Minority.”

Surviving Savannah is set in two times, with the stories of the two heroines playing
out simultaneously. The story follows both Lilly Forsyth and Augusta Longstreet and their
short-lived journey on the Steamship Savannah in 1838. Lilly is the sister of the owner of
the Savannah. The entire family - her brother’s wife and children as well as her husband
and child - are setting out on a trip north on the Savannah to escape the heat of the city
for the summer. The steamship is the height of luxury for its time, and the elite families of
Savannah are booked onto this first voyage. When the ship explodes, lives are changed
forever, and the women are faced with tough decisions.
Everly Winthrop is a modern-day history professor who has been asked to curate a museum exhibit of artifacts from the Savannah explosion. We follow Everly’s journey as she
begins to piece together the story of the Savannah and the Longstreet and Forsyth families.
As she struggles to piece together the tragedy of the Savannah, Everly struggles to come
to peace with her own recent trauma.
I love the alternating timelines tying the stories together. The stories
are compelling and tie together in
unexpected ways. Lilly and Augusta
and Everly are strong women who
are forced to make tough decisions.
Each woman has had life-changing
events thrust upon them, and this
story does an excellent job of following the women through their trauma
and healing, resulting in a fabulous
tale of healing, strength, and hope.
An unexpected bonus of this story
is the detailed descriptions of Savannah that show an intimate knowledge
of the city. While reading the book, I
felt like I was walking the streets with
the main characters.

■
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Damaged Wings

author of The Black Butterfly: The Harmful Politics of Race and Space
in America (JHU Press, 2021), asks us to look at ongoing historical trauma
in Baltimore. It’s historical. It started long ago. It’s ongoing. It’s still
compounding. He also asks us to fix it. And he describes in detail a process
for doing so.
An Associate Professor with the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute
and a former Associate Professor at the Morgan State School of Community Health and
Policy, Brown outlines five steps in what he refers to as a “robust racial equity strategy.”
He points out that equity
is not the same as equality.
Certain neighborhoods in
Baltimore have been damaged in a long historical
process while others have
been privileged. Equalizing
resource allocation now
won’t fix the damage. The
damaged neighborhoods
should receive a long-term,
large-scale, disproportionate influx of resources so
that they can be repaired.
This is a big commitment, but it’s necessary if
we agree that black neighborhoods matter. Brown
cites research which shows
that hypersegregated cities like Baltimore, spend
less of their budgets on
services and amenities
than less segregated cities.
This is because large areas

of those cities have been (and still are) shortchanged. Brown makes a compelling case for
neighborhood reparations after years of neglect and even active neighborhood destruction.
The first step in Brown’s equity strategy is to study history and come to an understanding of the damage and trauma that have been meted out. This step needs to be taken by
every institution that has contributed to the suffering, even, I might add, libraries. Before
the extent of the damage is comprehended, the will to fix it will be weaker than is necessary.
Brown states that Baltimore served as a model for other cities as it imposed a regime of
hypersegregation on its population. Baltimore was the first city to pass racial zoning ordinances (1910, 1913), which prohibited black people from moving to majority white blocks
and vice versa. Baltimore real estate companies, such as the Roland Park Company, pioneered
the use of racially restrictive covenants to keep their new developments segregated after
racial zoning ordinances
were ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court
in 1917.
The administration of
Mayor James H. Preston
(1911-1919) was particularly egregious. The black
neighborhood Gallow’s
Hill along St. Paul Street
was displaced to make
room for Preston Gardens Park. Preston and his
Health Department ironically used tuberculosis
statistics in the black community to justify policies
of displacement. Destruction of neighborhoods
like Gallows Hill, though
opening green space in
downtown, served to enforce overcrowding and
lack of sanitary conditions (and more

The Crab • Summer, 2021 • Contents: Features • Contents: Features continued • Contents: Continued

FEATURES

L

Lisa Greenhouse, Enoch Pratt Free Library
AWRENCE T. BROWN,

▶

15

tuberculosis) in the black neighborhoods where the displaced residents migrated. Preston was working with his
Health Department to justify the displacement of the Baltimore black community to a colony in Baltimore County,
when the land he had his eye on was annexed to the city
and the scheme had to be abandoned.
Baltimore planners worked with the Home Owner’s
Loan Corporation (HOLC) in the 1930s to draw a “Residential Security Map,” which directed the flow of investment
and bank loans to white neighborhoods and away from
redlined black ones. The butterfly-like form discernable on
the HOLC Map still describes an ailing city, where resources
are allocated to the butterfly’s white body (running from
the Harbor to Washington Village) but denied its black
wings (East and West Baltimore).
Only after this history is examined in depth can Baltimore proceed through Brown’s next four steps. His second
step involves identifying and stopping all ongoing forms of
trauma. The hyper-policing that occurs in distressed Baltimore neighborhoods is an example of ongoing trauma.
In Baltimore’s budget, spending from the General Fund
on policing accounts for more than spending on schools,
health, arts & culture, housing, parks, and employment
development combined. Brown suggests renaming the
policing function “peacebuilding” and placing it in the Department of Health as a way of redirecting its mission from
militarized conflict to healing. Toxic lead is another ongoing trauma that so far, according to Brown, Baltimore has
lacked the will to eradicate.
The third step involves democratizing decision making.
The privatization of public goods forecloses the possibility
of democratic decision-making. This has occurred frequently in Baltimore as public monies have been funneled to
essentially private (quasi-public) entities, in which decisionmaking is not responsive to public input. Brown’s fourth
step involves establishing collective enterprises in distressed

Brown’s plan for
repair cannot
fairly be
dismissed as
too radical.
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neighborhoods so that residents, as well as making decisions about
what development will look like, can receive mutual benefit from the
development.
The fifth and final step involves making “corrective and equitable budget allocations and funding choices to repair the damage
caused by ongoing historical trauma on redlined neighborhoods.”
While much emphasis has been placed on enabling poor residents
of redlined neighborhoods to use housing vouchers to move to wellresourced ones, Brown emphasizes instead the repair of existing
traumatized neighborhoods. He feels that people should have a
choice to stay or go but that black neighborhoods (and their critical
networks of relationships) matter, just as black lives matter.
Professor Brown provides a detailed look at where the monies
for such a gigantic commitment can come from. He points out that
Mayor Preston described his earlier efforts at black displacement and
segregation as “radical and far-reaching.” If a self-described radical
program of damage to black community health and coherence was
earlier embraced by Baltimore politicos, Brown’s plan for repair cannot fairly be dismissed as too radical. Given the pains he takes to point
this out, Brown seems to foresee how his plan will be received.
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Corner
the Great
Square of
Pegasus

T

David Prosper

may be
the most famous seasonal star
pattern, but during early August
evenings another geometricallythemed asterism rises: The Great
Square of Pegasus. This asterism’s
name is a bit misleading: while three
of its stars—Scheat, Markab, and
Algenib—are indeed found in the
constellation of the winged horse
Pegasus, its fourth star, Alpheratz, is
the brightest star in the constellation
Andromeda!
August evenings are an excellent time to look for the Great Square, as
it will be rising in the east after sunset. If not obvious at first, wait for this
star pattern to rise a bit above the murky air, and remember that depending on your point of view, it may appear more like a diamond than a square.
Look for it below the Summer Triangle, or to the southeast of nearby Cassiopeia at this time. As the Great Square rises in prominence during autumn
evenings, it becomes a handy guidepost to finding more constellations,
including some of the dimmer members of the Zodiac: Aries,
Pisces, Aquarius, and Capricornus. Like the Summer Triangle,
HE SUMMER TRIANGLE

While the stars of the Great Square of Pegasus are not as bright as those of the Summer
Triangle, they still stand out compared to their neighbors, and make a great foundation for
exploring this area of the night sky. Note that the brightness of the stars near the horizon is
exaggerated in this picture.

▶
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the Great Square of Pegasus is also huge, but Pegasus itself is even larger; out of the 88 constellations, Pegasus is
7th in size, and feels larger as the stars in its neighboring
constellations are much dimmer.
There are many notable deep-sky objects found within
the stars of Pegasus—ranging from easily spotted to expert
level targets—making it a great constellation to revisit as
your observing skills improve. Notable objects include the
densely-packed stars of globular cluster M15, a great first
target. The potential “Milky Way look-alike” galaxy NGC
7331 is a fun target for more advanced observers, and
expert observers can hop nearby to try to tease out the
much dimmer interacting galaxies of Stephan’s Quintet. A
fascinating (but extremely difficult to observe) object is a
gravitationally-lensed quasar famously known as the Einstein Cross. Pegasus has quite a storied history in the field
of exoplanet research: 51 Pegasi was the first Sun-like star
discovered to be host to a planet outside our solar system,
now officially named Dimidiam.
While observing Pegasus and its surroundings, keep
your eyes relaxed and ready to catch some Perseids, too! August 2021 promises an excellent
showing of this annual meteor shower. The crescent Moon sets early on the evening of the
shower’s peak on August 11-12, but you can spot stray Perseids most of the month. If you
trace the path of these meteors, you’ll find they originate from one point in Perseus - their
radiant. Giant planets Jupiter and Saturn will be up all evening as well. Look south - they
easily stand out as the brightest objects in the faint constellations Aquarius and Capricornus.
Pegasus truly holds some fantastic astronomical treasures! Continue your exploration
of the stars of Pegasus and beyond with NASA at nasa.gov.

Stephan’s Quintet is one of the most famous deep-sky objects in Pegasus. First discovered in
1877, it contains the first galaxy group discovered (which includes 4 of the 5 galaxies making
up the Quintet)—and has been studied extensively ever since. One day this group will merge
into one supergalaxy! While famous, these galaxies are hard to spot in all but the largest
backyard telescopes—but are a favorite target of astrophotographers. Take a virtual flyby of
these galaxies with a tour created from Hubble data at: bit.ly/quintetflyby
Credit: NASA, ESA, and G. Bacon, J. DePasquale, F. Summers, and Z. Levay (STScI)

This article is distributed by NASA Night Sky Network.
The Night Sky Network program supports astronomy clubs across the USA dedicated to
astronomy outreach. Visit https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/ to find local clubs, events, and more!
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Subscribe to MARYLIB
MARYLIB—Maryland’s Electronic Discussion List.

the Crab is published quarterly to inform mla members about
events, news and activities of interest to the Maryland library
community. Subscriptions are $15 per year (4 issues). For subscription or advertising information, change of address, or extra
issues, call the mla office at 410-947-5090.
the Crab is published online at the mla web site:
About the Crab
Questions about mla membership should be directed to the mla
office at mla@mdlib.org. Please address all other Crabby correspondence to: crabedit@mdlib.org.
Deadlines for submissions
Fall Issue: September 5
Winter Issue: December 5
Spring Issue: March 5
Summer Issue: June 5

Keep up with MLA/ALA events…Share job openings…
Offer weeded items from your collection to others…Ask a question!
To subscribe to the list:

Send a message to sympa@lists.umaryland.edu from the address you want to subscribe to the list. In the subject line of
your message, type in: subscribe marylib Firstname Lastname (indicate your own first and last name). Leave the message
body blank. When your request is accepted, the message you receive confirms your subscription to the list.
To post a message to the list:

Address your message to marylib@lists.umaryland.edu.
(When you reply to a message sent through the listserv, your message will go to everyone! Therefore, it might be a good
idea to include your email address in the body of any messages you post to the list. In some systems, the reader won’t be
able to see the address in the sender line. For private replies, send a separate message addressed to the original sender.)
To unsubscribe from the list:

From the address with which you subscribed to the list, send a message to sympa@lists.umaryland.edu. In the subject
line of your email, type in: unsubscribe marylib. Leave the message body blank.
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