MLA Educational Grant eligibility, process and application form

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?   Membership in MLA for a minimum of 6 months prior to the date of application is required for consideration.  Current members of the Professional Development Panel Educational Grants Subcommittee are not eligible.  Applicants receiving funds from another source must provide details of such funding and show that MLA funds are needed as a supplement.

WHAT ACTIVITIES QUALIFY?   Grants of up to $100 are available for workshops, conferences and preconferences.  The amount of scholarship grants varies based on available funds and the number of applications.  Grants in the range of $250 - $500 are typical.  Library school courses qualify, as do undergraduate courses at all levels.  Non-credit bearing courses that are approved for certification renewal are also eligible.  The Professional Development Panel Educational Grants Subcommittee will award grants based on eligibility criteria and according to funding approved yearly by the MLA Executive Board.

WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA?

· Equity of distribution among staff of the various types of libraries (i.e., academic, public, school, and special), among different types of members (clericals, paraprofessionals, professionals, students, etc.), among members from different geographical regions, and among members with different levels of involvement in MLA.

· The credentials of the activity’s sponsor.

· The applicant’s previous MLA Educational Grant Award history  Although any MLA member may apply,  priority will be given to first time applicants whose applications are thoroughly completed.  

WHAT DEADLINES APPLY?
The deadlines are January 15 and July 15 of each year.  Applicants may seek funding for an activity that will occur during the next six months or that occurred during the previous six months.  The Educational Grants Subcommittee will announce the awards within one month of each deadline.  The grantee will be reimbursed after the activity has been attended and the grantee has completed a “Learning Activity report,” the form used by the Maryland State Department of Education to document activities toward public librarian certification, and in the case of an academic course, submitting an official record of successful completion.  

HOW DO I APPLY?
Complete the attached form. Failure to complete all sections of the form may result in disqualification for consideration.   If you have any questions, please call the MLA office at 410-947-5090.

Submit completed application to MLA, Attn: Educational Grants Subcommittee

MARYLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

MLA Educational Grants Application

Name________________________________________Date_____________

Employed by:________________________Daytime phone:______________

Address:_______________________________________________________

Which of these terms best describes your present position?

          _____Professional

_____Clerical
_____Student
_____Paraprofessional

           _____Other (please specify)__________________________________

Job Title:_______________________________________________________

Course(s) or workshop title(s) and date (s) (must attach flyer or provide description):

Describe how this activity will contribute to your career growth:

Describe your current and previous involvement in MLA:

Specify any and all funds supplied by other source(s) indicating amounts and/or to what degree reimbursement may occur if based on grade (please explain why MLA funds are also needed):

Amount of Reimbursement requested: (Must be filled in for consideration)

Registration/tuition




_____________



Mileage         




            _____________

Meals (if activity is longer than ½ day)

_____________



Lodging





_____________

Other (please specify)


__________________________

_____________


__________________________

_____________


__________________________

_____________






Total:

_____________

SUBMISSION DEADLINES: JANUARY 15 AND JULY 15

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:

MARYLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

ATTENTION: EDUCATIONAL GRANTS SUBCOMMITTEE

1401 HOLLINS STREET

BALTIMORE, MD 21223

