
Digital Public Library of America   cyber.law.harvard.edu/research/dpla  and   http://dp.la 
The website has an informative audio cast and a way to receive email updates  
 

The DPLA planning initiative grew out of an October 2010 meeting at the Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study, which brought together over 40 representatives from foundations, research institutions, 
cultural organizations, government, and libraries to discuss best approaches to building a national digital 
library. In December 2010, the Berkman Center for Internet & Society, generously supported by the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, convened leading experts in libraries, technology, law, and education to 
begin work on this problem; a two-year process of intense grassroots community organization, beginning 
in October 2011 and hosted at the Berkman Center, will result in a realistic and detailed workplan for 
launching the DPLA, as well as unveiling of a prototype of the system with specially digitized materials. 

The vision of a national digital library has been circulating among librarians, scholars, educators, and 
private industry representatives since the early 1990s, but it has not yet materialized. Efforts led by a 
range of organizations, including the Library of Congress, HathiTrust, and the Internet Archive, have 
successfully built resources that provide books, images, historical records, and audiovisual materials to 
anyone with Internet access. Many universities, public libraries, and other public-spirited organizations 
have digitized materials that could be brought together under the frame of the DPLA, but these digital 
collections often exist in silos. Compounding this problem are disparate technical standards, disorganized 
and incomplete metadata, and a host of legal issues. No project has yet succeeded in bringing these 
different viewpoints, experiences, and collections together with leading technical experts and the best of 
private industry to find solutions to these complex challenges. Users have neither coherent access to these 
materials nor tools to use them in new and exciting ways, and institutions have no clear blueprint for 
creating a shared infrastructure to serve the public good. The time is right to launch an ambitious project 
to realize the great promise of the Internet for the advancement of sharing information and of using 
technology to enable new knowledge and discoveries in the United States. 

Elemants of DPLA to be decided: 

Although many different opinions exist as to the characteristics of the ultimate deliverable, the DPLA, all 
agree that our goal is to create a resource that goes well beyond providing simple access to digitized or 
born digital content. 

Code 

Code is the technical backbone of the DPLA. Where possible, the DPLA will make use of existing free 
and open source code; all new code funded by the DPLA will be free and open source. In order to 
facilitate and maximize interoperability, the DPLA platform will support open standards. It will be freely 
accessible for others to fork, host, and replicate with no discrimination based on use or field of endeavor. 

Metadata 

Metadata is a key part of the DPLA discovery framework; it describes content and resources in the 
DPLA, enables users to find them, and connects US holdings to holdings in other countries. The DPLA 
will aggregate existing library data and create new data; it will operate as part of a global linked data 
environment. All DPLA-created metadata will be made freely available in reusable form, except where 
doing so would violate personal privacy. All metadata contributed to or funded by the DPLA will be 
placed in the public domain. 



Content 

The DPLA will incorporate all media types and formats including the written record—books, pamphlets, 
periodicals, manuscripts, and digital texts—and expanding into visual and audiovisual materials in 
concert with existing repositories. In order to lay a solid foundation for its collections, the DPLA will 
begin with works in the public domain that have already been digitized and are accessible through other 
initiatives. Further material will be added incrementally to this basic foundation, starting with orphan 
works and materials that are in copyright but out-of-print. The DPLA will also explore models for digital 
lending of in-copyright materials. The content that is contributed to or funded by the DPLA will be made 
available, including through bulk download, with no new restrictions, via a service available to libraries, 
museums, and archives in the United States, with use and reuse governed only by public law. 

Tools and Services 

The DPLA will provide a number of tools and services designed to provide enhanced use of content. 
There will also be tools to facilitate digitization of and broad public access to content. The DPLA 
platform will be generative and open to public innovation to facilitate new discovery, encourage new 
kinds of questions, and enable the creation of new tools and services, including social sharing and 
networking services, research tools, and as-yet unforeseen applications. Tools and services funded by the 
DPLA will be made available in forms that enable their reuse and extension. 

Community 

The DPLA will be designed as a participatory platform that facilitates the involvement of the public in all 
aspects of its design, development, deployment, maintenance, and support. The DPLA will actively 
support the community of users and developers that want to reuse and extend its content, data, and 
metadata. 

 
 
COSLA  Chief officers of State Library Agencies   www.cosla.org 
 

COSLA is an independent organization of the chief officers of state and territorial agencies designated as 
the state library administrative agency and responsible for statewide library development. Its purpose is to 
identify and address issues of common concern and national interest; to further state library agency 
relationships with federal government and national organizations; and to initiate cooperative action for the 
improvement of library services to the people of the United States.  

 
Internet Archive  www.archive.org 
 
The Internet Archive is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that was founded to build an Internet library. Its purposes 
include offering permanent access for researchers, historians, scholars, people with disabilities, and the 
general public to historical collections that exist in digital format. Founded in 1996 and located in San 
Francisco, the Archive has been receiving data donations from Alexa Internet and others. In late 1999, 
the organization started to grow to include more well-rounded collections. Now the Internet Archive 
includes texts, audio, moving images, and software as well as archived web pages in our collections, and 
provides specialized services for adaptive reading and information access for the blind and other persons 



with disabilities.  
 
 
HathiTrust    www.hathitrust.org/digital_library 

HathiTrust Digital Library is a digital preservation repository and highly functional access platform. It 
provides long-term preservation and access services for public domain and in copyright content from a 
variety of sources, including Google, the Internet Archive, Microsoft, and in-house partner institution 
initiatives. This digital library effort is based in India, but is international. 

The partners ensure the reliability and efficiency of the digital library by relying on community standards 
and best practices, developing policies and procedures to manage content and services at scale, and 
maintaining a modular, open infrastructure. 

 

Library City   http://librarycity.org/ 

We are seeking to enrich the Harvard/Berkman discussion of the national digital library issue, but are not 
a Harvard blog (even though a LibraryCity cofounder attended a Berkman workshop on March 1). 

Nor are we a competitor of the Harvard initiative.  Rather this site is simply offering a grassroots 
perspective on the issue for Harvard, the Library of Congress, the ALA, and others. Especially we are 
interested in the digital divide and in the creation of separate public and academic national digital 
systems, so that K-12 needs and others of the non-elite are not neglected. 

Founders: 

Tom Peters is a veteran academic librarian, a long-time advocate of public libraries and former 
director of the Center for Library Initiatives of the Committee on Institutional Cooperation, as well 
as a “Mover and Shaker” honoree in Library Journal. He is presently a digital strategist at a large 

midwestern university. For years, Tom has been interested in accessibility issues of the kind the 
LibraryCity site discusses. 

David Rothman founded TeleRead (since sold), the oldest English-language site devoted to general 
news and views on e-books. including library uses. He has written on the national digital library 

cause for publications ranging from TheAtlantic.com to the Chronicle of Higher Education.  As a writer, 
he is a copyright holder, but he is well-known online for his advocacy of less restrictive copyright law. 

 

 


