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Opening announcement and greeting  
Mary Elizabeth Murtha: In early March a program on RDA authorities will be held at Ann Arundel 
Community College.  More details will emerge later. 
 
Maryland Maps:  
Jim Gillispiesaid that the vision for the Hopkins collection is total coverage of Baltimore City and all 
have been scanned.  The maps collection began in 1964.  JScholarship is the name of the Hopkins 
institutional repository.  GIS is the geographic information system.  In 1999, they began scanning 
atlases overnight using a loaner IBM scanner.  The maps are all freely available online for viewing and 
download. 
 
Katie DeSousa discussed metadata workflows.  All maps are listed in the JHU catalog and linked to 
JScholarship.  Fields needing changes: 
 Edit 007, 008 
 Delete 043 
 Add 040 $d school code 
 Edit 245 include $h[electronic resource] 
 Add 856 
These edits are for the internal record only; not saved to OCLC.  An online catalog search will retrieve 
both bibs.  It seems like there has been more usage of print maps generated from patrons looking first at 
the e-version. 
 
Brittle books project: 
Sonja Jordan Mowerydiscussed digitization of books.  She said digitization for access does not imply 
preservation.  This can be true for any collection.  Digitization for preservation does imply access and 
targets a specific collection.  Preservation must adhere to very strict standards.  It preserves knowledge 
and this knowledge is more than just the content of the page.  At-risk books are physically at risk.  
Brittle books are those published between the 1830s and the 1980s.  They may also include brittle 
papers, e.g. archival works, maps and art on paper.  Production methods, including iron gall ink, copper 
pigment, and steel plate printing also lead to damage.  Digitization is done not only in response to low 
pH, but also breakage of paper, loss of mechanical performance, repairs not possible, and conservation 
too costly.  25-33% of general library collections are brittle.  To rectify the damage, the following 
methods have been tried: microfilm, photocopy, replacement, and digitization.  Some items are digitized 
because they require controlled access to combat scarcity.  There may be an extinction risk, e.g. last 
copy.  There may be a potential loss of color that requires digitizing prior to loss, so that the item can 
still be viewed in its best condition. 
 
From 1988-2006 acid free paper was used with the infinity sign on the verso to indicate the acid free 
paper use.  From 1830 to 1988 ground wood-pulp paper was used.  The acidic, brittle book issue occurs 
because of the breakdown of the cellulose molecule.  Since 2006, less acid free paper has been used 
because of the notion that everything will be digital so the physical object does not need preservation. 



 
Manifestation of acidity is seen in yellow to brown fading, starting from the outer edges, loss of 
flexibility, and an odor due toVOC (volatile organic compounds).  Foxing is staining and not 
embrittlement.  Acid burn from steel printing plates can be treated and is also not brittle.  Iron gall ink 
eats through the papers precisely where the writing is.  Copper corrosion on maps with green ink has no 
treatment and therefore these maps require digitization. 
 
Liz Mengel noted that conservation can be done before and /or after digitization.  The goal is to correct 
aesthetic/physical defects before image capture. Processes include repairing tears, filling in losses, 
removing tape, and removing extraneous materials. Special collections are related to the general 
collection.  The preservation partnership includes circulation staff, patrons, and selectors. Staff have 
been trained to recognize items in need of conservation/preservation.  Each item is analyzed as to 
whether or not it is still needed.  Should it be replaced with a stable copy, withdrawn, left alone, 
rebound, digitized, or some other conservation method applied? 
 
Dawn Hale discussed bibliographic control and metadata for reformatted books. 
 
After the presentations, the attendees were divided into three groups.  Each group was taken to three 
areas to see preservation and conservation methods.  The three areas were the Conservation Lab, GIS/ 
Data Services area to see the physical maps, and the Digitization Center. 


