
War Books 

"War Books" can include so many kinds of books. They can be fiction or nonfiction but the war described is typically a historical or 
contemporary war. Key elements may be the political and diplomatic ramifications of a war, the military strategy, or the combat experiences 
of individuals or units. A good war book for some readers might be about the effects of war on individuals or society. 
 
War books fall into many genres including historical fiction, military and naval adventure, literary novel, mystery, and historical romance. 
Novel plots can vary tremendously. It can be the background against which the plot is set, sometimes the background is meticulously 
researched and becomes an important part of the plot, or sometimes real-life characters are included for an added dimension. In military 
adventure actual battle scenes are probably most important to the reader. Literary novels deal with the toll taken by war on individuals and 
society. 
 
Following is an example for each genre: Historical Fiction: No Graves as Yet by Ann Perry, Military and Naval Adventure - Hunt for Red 
October by Tom Clancy, Historical Military and Naval Adventure: books by Alexander Kent (Napoleonic War), Literary Novel: Miracle at St. 
Anna by James McBride, Historical Romance: The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje, and Mystery: Ghost Riders by Sharon McCrumb. 

 

Christian Bauman. The Ice Beneath You. 2002. 

 

In an effort to support his wife and daughter, Ben Jones joins the army. After surviving basic training he is stationed in 

Somalia where a tragic incident occurs which haunts him after he leaves the army as he tries to adjust to civilian life. 

  

 

Charles Frazier. Cold Mountain. 1997. 

 

Inman is a soldier wounded during the Civil War. Sick of the killing and worried that he will be sent back to the fighting, 

he sets off on foot to return to Cold Mountain and reunite with Ada. 

  

 

Alan Furst. The Polish Officer. 1995. 

 

With sorrow and resignation, Captain Alexander de Milja watches Poland fall to the German Wehrmacht in 1939. Now he 

must fight the invaders furtively through the Polish resistance, using his skills as an intelligence officer to further the 

cause of his people. Under many guises and aliases, he travels Europe during WWII, smuggling gold bouillon out of the 

German reach, blowing up trains, breaking into prisons, and generally risking his life to subvert the German cause and 

liberate the Poles from the oppressors. 

  

 

Joanne Harris. Five Quarters of the Orange. 2001. 

 

The author of Chocolat, paints a darker picture in this book set in World War II France. Framboise, a resilient nine year 

old during the war, returns to her native village much later in life to untangle the painful memories of family crises 

during the German occupation. 

  



 

P. G. Nagle. Red River. 2003. 

 

The confluence of the Mississippi and Red Rivers was an important location during the Civil War, particularly for 

Confederate communications, transportation and trade. The Federal navy sent a fleet of gunboats to gain control of the 

river. Confederates defended from the land. In Red River the struggle for dominance in the bayous is mirrored by a 

personal drama played out between Nat Wheat, carpenter on the Federal ram, Queen of the West, Jamie Russell, 

Confederate artillery lieutenant, and Marie Hawkland, Creole belle and mistress of a thousand slaves. In Red River P. G. 

Nagle, author of the Far West Civil War series, has written another story well researched and sure to appeal to both 

male and female fans of books about the period. Exciting battle scenes full of authentic action alternate with scenes of 

domestic life that are enriched with period details of dress and manners. 

  

 

John A. Parrish, M.D.. 12, 20, and 5: A Doctor's Year in Vietnam. 1972. 

 

Twelve immobile casualties, 20 ambulatory casualties, and five dead. These are the numbers a doctor was greeted with 

whenever the helicopters brought in the casualties to triage. Reminiscent of M.A.S.H., the horrors of war, questioning, 

"who is the enemy?, the crazy things doctors do to stay sane, and the terrible acts that occur in the name of freedom 

make this a reality check on why wars are fought! 

  

 

Anthony Swofford. Jarhead: A Marine's Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles. 2003. 

 

Swofford was a Marine sniper during the Gulf War, also known as Desert Storm, or to the Marines themselves, just "The 

Desert." This memoir chronicles very little of the war itself, being instead an account of Swofford's experiences and 

changing attitudes as a soldier wanna-be, boot camp inmate, actual Marine, and combatant. In spite of Swofford's 

slightly pompous attempt at a literary style, this book is worth reading as an antidote to all the patriotic rhetoric that's 

always flying about. Swofford describes for us the life of a Marine: the swearing, the drinking, the whores, the love-hate 

relationship with the Corps, and the lust for killing that turns any war movie into porn for a soldier, whether the movie 

itself is pro-war or anti-war. He tells most of the story in the present tense, not only lending the narrative immediacy 

but also underlining the fact that war never ends; it will probably always be with us. 

  

 

Tim Binding. Lying with the Enemy. 1999. 

 

It is 1943 - Stalingrad has fallen, the tide of the war is beginning to turn. Guernsey Island near the coast of France is 

British, the only part of Britain occupied by the Germans. It's been a quiet, civil occupation with no resistance or 

reprisals, Nazi officers partying with the island's upper crust, love affairs blossoming - until the spring of 1943. When a 

young island woman, who had flaunted her affair with a German officer is brutally murdered, the cozy collaboration 

begins to sour. Two unlikely detectives, both ironically having once been involved with the victim, join forces to find the 

killer. This novel has elements of the classic English mystery along with authentic wartime details, atmosphere, and a 

moral dilemma worthy of a Graham Greene book. 

 


