
Urban Fiction 

Urban Fiction is also known as street fiction, hip-hop fiction, gangster fiction, or ghetto fiction (or urban lit, street lit, etc.). As with hard-
boiled/noir and Mafia stories, it trades on the reader's fascination with the criminal world, along with a taste for violence, sex, and crime 
graphically depicted. Often the author includes an ending that shows that Crime Does Not Pay. Its characters are young, black, and living in 
the inner city. So are its authors, and many of them have done time, which adds to their "street cred" with the readers. Many of the self-
published novels are poorly written and badly edited. This does not deter the genre's fans. 

 

Janice Jones. The Book Store Rule. 2013. 

 

Three couples are dealing with very different issues in their relationships. William and Aujanae, a young married couple 

with a baby boy, are trying to decide whether to stay together after Aujnanae discovers William has a mistress. David 

and Toriyana have been seriously dating for several years but their long distance relationship, he lives in Phoenix while 

she lives in Detroit, is putting a strain on both of them. Finally, Darrin and Maleeka have been engaged for four years 

but Darrin cannot seem to set the date. Maleeka is torn between the commitment-phobe Darrin and the handsome 

Gerald who has taken an interest in her. 

 

This Urban Fiction offering falls into the sub-category of Urban Christian. As such, Janice Jones intersperses references 

to the main characters attending church, quoting the Bible and basically wondering what God wants them to do 

throughout the book. So, other than references to sexual encounters such as William’s trysts with his mistress, April, 

the language is not profane and there are no really explicit scenes. While the writing style is not high caliber and the 

editing is a bit slipshod, this title would appeal to readers who enjoy the basic elements of an Urban Fiction book without 

the foul language or sexually explicit passages.  

  

 

K'wan. Section 8. 2009. 

 

The third book in K’wan's Hood Rats series focuses on the lives of Tionna and Gucci, two friends from the Projects doing 

their best to escape the poverty and crime of their neighborhood. With Tionna's man - and previous means of support - 

in jail, she must use her wits and her charm to survive and provide for her two sons. Meanwhile, Gucci seems to have 

been destined to find a way out of the hood. Her beauty and poise have long brought her extra attention and special 

opportunities, whether for good or ill. When the two friends become involved with a rap mogul and his crew, it seems 

like they might have found their ticket out, but can they ever truly leave the streets behind? 

 

This book does not shy away from the harsher realities of street life, including widespread violence, drug addiction, theft 

and burglary, STDs, sexism, and physical and verbal abuse to name a few. However, fans of Urban Fiction will 

appreciate the authentic elements, as well as the added drama that makes for a page-turning read. Part chronicle of life 

in the hood, part tragedy, part steamy romance, this tale will have wide appeal among readers who enjoy street lit. 

  

 

Meesha Mink. Kiss the Ring. 2014. 

 

Naeema gave her son Brandon to a neighbor to raise because she was 16 and wanted to party, not be a mom. Fourteen 

years later, Brandon has been murdered in the street. Naeema disguises herself as "Queen" and joins the gang that 

Brandon was hanging out with. She is convinced that one of them is the murderer, and as soon as she fingers him, that 

person is dead meat. Naeema failed in her duty as a mother, but she burns to redeem herself now by avenging 

Brandon. 

 

This street tale is a whodunit, a revenge story, and even somewhat of a redemption narrative. Naeema recognizes and 

regrets her past selfishness and shows compassion for others in need. There is plenty of cursing, explicit sex, violence, 

and drug use to mark the novel as "Street Lit." Meesha Mink also writes as Niobia Bryant. 

  

 

Victoria Christopher Murray and Reshonda Tate Bill. Sinners and Saints. 2014. 

 

Money, drugs, power... the Baptist Church. The husbands of Rachel Adams and Jasmine Larson are running against 

each other to become the next president of the American Baptist Coalition, one of the most powerful religious 

organizations in the country. Both ladies want their side to win and they will go to any lengths to make it happen: 

smear campaigns, bribery, and sending the other to jail are just a few. Will all of this be worth it or will it ruin them as 

well as their husbands? 

 

A book showing that even religion is not completely immune to drama, especially when the congregants have rough 

pasts. More tame than the traditional Urban Fiction genre but still scandalous for the Christian Fiction genre, this title 

would meet the needs of a risky reader. 



  

 

Sister Souljah. A Deeper Love inside—the Porsche Santiaga Story. 2013. 

 

There is some debate, especially from Sister Souljah herself, as to whether this book is “Urban Fiction” or, as the author 

claims, a "global story." Souljah's 1999 story of Winter Santiaga, The Coldest Winter Ever, is mentioned often in 

discussions of Urban Fiction, and both Winter's and her younger sister Porsche's stories contain elements of gritty 

“gangsta” life, harsh depictions of drugs and violence. 

 

The story, in Porsche's own voice, begins in a juvenile prison when she is 10. Her life is a hustle, she fights every day, 

and she begins to find support in a prison gang. They help her escape and live anonymously in peace for a short while 

at an "Indian reservation" upstate where she learns coping skills from a Native grandmother figure. Much stronger, 

Porsche and a friend return to Brooklyn to try to rescue Porsche's mother from drug addiction. Porsche's instinct for a 

hustle as well as the help of some unexpected new friends help her mature. At 17, as a wife, mother and fashionista, 

she visits her sister Winter in prison - a very depressing exchange indeed. 

  

 

Sapphire. Push. 1996. 

 

Her name is Precious, but she is treated like trash rather than treasure. Her mother abuses her, she has one child by 

her father and another on the way, and she expects nothing but misery from life. Then she is referred by her principal 

to a special class for troubled teens and learns to read, write, and express herself. Her self-confidence grows along with 

her knowledge. Sapphire tells the story in Precious's voice, ghetto-tough, poetic in its raw pain. Unlike many urban 

novels, this one points to a way out of the trap. 

  

 

Sister Souljah. Coldest Winter Ever. 1999. 

 

Winter Santiaga, seventeen years old as the novel begins, is in a seemingly enviable position among the sisters in a 

Brooklyn housing project. Her father is a drug king-pin and she is used to brands such as Versace and Chanel. However, 

their life changes quickly as the FBI arrests Mr. Santiaga and confiscates the family's possessions at their new Long 

Island mansion. A coming-of-age novel with moral lessons. 

 


