
Hard Science Fiction 

"The term 'scientific extrapolation' is often used in reference to stories of hard science - not necessarily predictions of what will come with 
scientific experimentation (The folklore of science fiction abounds in the tales of scientific discoveries first predicted in a science fiction story.) 
The pride of authors in this field is that their scientific information is authentic, although what they do with it may not, as yet, be known to 
science." Genreflecting 5th edition. Examples are given in many of the sciences from "Mathematics (the fourth dimension, spatial, or in time) 
to Exobiology ("The study of life-forms beyond the earth has been defined as a science without a subject. Despite this, its nonexistent 
material has fascinated mankind for at least 2000 years." Time Probe: The Sciences in Science Fiction edited by Arthur C. Clarke.)" 

 

Greg Bear. Darwin's Radio. 1999. 

 

Fans of Darwin’s Radio by Greg Bear will debate whether to call it science fiction, medical thriller, or political conspiracy 

novel. Set in the very near future, the book opens with danger and high drama. Anthropologist Mitch Rafelson discovers 

the mummified remains of a Neanderthal couple and their infant in a cave in the Alps. Anomalies in the bodies of the 

Neanderthals lead Mitch to speculate on the nature of human evolution. Mitch becomes the victim of an academic turf 

battle and his career falls in ruins. Meanwhile a famed female microbiologist is on a quest to control an outbreak of a 

previously unknown viral disease. Pregnant women develop flu-like symptoms, suffer abortions, and then become 

immediately pregnant again, mysteriously without sexual contact. Kaye, the biologist, and Mitch both come to think that 

the disease is a mechanism to cause a step in human evolution, a change in the species in response to stress. Mitch and 

Kaye get together to try to save the next generation of humanity, in the face of growing public violence and panic and a 

cover-up by a bureaucracy manipulated by big pharmaceutical interests. The bioscience in this book is the cutting edge 

research discussed in the news media today. If you like to read about ideas and then wonder, “What if…” this book is for 

you. 

  

 

Arthur C. Clarke and Stephen Baxter. The Light of Other Days. 2000. 

 

Hiram Patterson, a wealthy industrialist, uses physics to create a WormCam - technology that enables everyone to see 

one another at all times, and even into the past. The book follows the characters as they struggle with the effect of such 

knowledge on religion, government, privacy, and life as a whole. 

  

 

Greg Egan. Schild's Ladder. 2002. 

 

In the far future, a physics experiment creates a new universe expanding inside our own. Studying the new universe are 

two factions, those who want to try to destroy it before it swallows more inhabited planets, and those who want to leave 

it be so it can be studied indefinitely. When signals indicate that life may have formed inside the new universe, 

everyone's position becomes more complicated and the stakes are raised. 

  

 

Amitav Ghosh. The Calcutta Chromosome. 1995. 

 

Part medical thriller, part science fiction, this novel explores a mystery surrounding the search for the cause of malaria. 

While this discovery is attributed to Ronald Ross in the late 1800’s, Antar, a scientist working for the International Water 

Council in the early 21st century, discovers that perhaps Ross’s scientific breakthrough has more to it than Ross 

realized. Antar uses an AVA/IIe systems supercomputer in the course of his work, and it is through AVA, a computer 

with personality, that he comes across a clue, just a neck chain with a damaged ID badge, that sets the story in motion. 

With AVA’s help, Antar begins to uncover a conspiracy of shady characters, which have reasons to lurk in shadows and 

eliminate anyone who might be too interested in this piece of medical history. AVA urges Antar on, but is that a good 

idea? Antar may regret the various urgings of his computer co-worker if he comes too close to what really lies behind 

this mystery. 

  



 

Kim Stanley Robinson. Red Mars. 1993. 

 

The first hundred come to settle Mars. From the first settlements to terraforming to revolution and beyond! Robinson 

presents his idea of what it could be like to inhabit a new world, start a new civilization, longevity, and then begin all-

over again. This is very realistic Science Fiction. 

  

 

Charles Sheffield. Putting Up Roots. 1997. 

 

A group of unwanted children are sent to planet Solferino ostensibly to work for a large corporation, but soon find 

themselves involved in a plot by a rival corporation to take over the planet and use it for their own development without 

regard for the native inhabitants. (The third Jupiter novel for young adults.) 

 


