
Political Fiction 

Whether local, state, federal, or foreign, political fiction typically deals with some intrigue and has the specific story line of dealing with 
politics. From putting someone out of power through political assassination to outright killing of the opposition, the plots deal with the insiders 
who don’t want to relinquish power or those who wish to get power. Some are based on fact while others use suppositions based on political 
crises that may occur in the near future. In the end we find out what great lengths people will go to to gain power for themselves. 

 

John Calvin Batchelor. Father's Day. 1994. 

 

Father’s Day is a chilling thriller of constitutional crisis. For the first time, America has two sitting presidents. Father’s 

Day is the code word to put a diabolical plan into operation to eliminate one of the two presidents. The Twenty-Fifth 

Amendment talks to presidential vacancy, disability, and inability. The time bomb is Section IV; when and if a disabled 

president seeks to return to the oval office, there is a ruthless provision for the vice president, as acting president to 

block him with a palace coup. Learn what may happen if this amendment were ever to be put in place. 

  

 

James Dalton. City of Shadows. 2000. 

 

“You spy because you can. Because somebody can, everybody must. But you create license. Just doing it becomes the 

only result you can trust.” These are the words of Quinn, an undercover D.C. cop, who also works for the feds, spying 

on anti-Vietnam war protestors during the last days of the Nixon presidency. Quinn’s obsession with nailing a mobster 

for the murder of a high-priced escort entangles him in the conspiracies of a Marine officer ordered to spy on the White 

House by the Pentagon, and also in the idealistic campaign of an aide to the Senate Select Watergate Committee. If you 

like multi-layered conspiracies, surprising twists, exciting action, and a peek behind the doors of Washington, you will 

not be able to put this book down! 

  

 

Iris Johansen. Final Target. 2001. 

 

Final Target combines political suspense and romantic fiction in settings ranging from Washington to Amsterdam to 

Rome. Plot progression involves the President and his seven year old daughter, psychiatrist Jessica Riley and her 

daughter, plus numerous international underworld figures as they attempt to possess the statue "Wind Dancer". 

  

 

Ismail Kadare. The Palace of Dreams. 1993. 

 

This novel is set in an imaginary version of the Ottoman Empire. Through connections in his powerful family, Mark-Alem 

gets a job in the Palace of Dreams, a bureaucratic ministry housed in a large building where all the dreams of the 

empire are sorted, interpreted, and offered as advice to the Sultan. Although it does not mention communism Kadare 

wrote it because of his criticism of the surveillance of citizens and the arbitrariness of government decisions that cruelly 

affect people. 

  



 

Thomas Keech. The Crawlspace Conspiracy. 1995. 

 

Baltimore politics loom large as Sport Norris, a legal assistance attorney, tries to unravel the mystery surrounding the 

42,000 medical assistance applicants who have been denied benefits based on the presence of a crawlspace in their 

houses, even though they don’t have a crawlspace. At the same time, Charles Gage, one of those applicants, has 

inherited a row house that proves to be the only obstacle between the mayor of the city and his big inner harbor urban 

renewal project. The term “Byzantine” doesn’t begin to describe the mix of politics and personal vendetta that swirls 

around the citizens of Baltimore in this novel of suspense and satire. 

  

 

Erik Tarloff. Face-Time. 1998. 

 

The girlfriend of a presidential speechwriter enters into an affair with the President in order to gain some coveted one-

on-one "face-time" with him. Even though she thinks this special access should justify her affair, it eventually takes it's 

toll on her relationship and her boyfriend. 

 


