
Mother Daughter Fiction 

Mother-Daughter Fiction is a type of Women’s fiction – fiction written mainly by women and dealing with issues and circumstances women can 
relate to and derive meaning from. Novels focusing on the mother/daughter relationship became more popular and numerous in the mid-
1980s when books like The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan (1987) andAnywhere But Here by Mona Simpson (1986) were published. Mother-
Daughter Fiction has been a popular topic of short story collections most recently in Snapshots: 20th Century Mother-Daughter Fiction edited 
by Joyce Carol Oates and Janet Berliner. As Geeta Kothari wrote, "Whether told by a mother or a daughter or one who is both, these stories 
are about discovery, an attempt to understand and forgive our mothers and our daughters for not being perfect – and ultimately, to forgive 
ourselves." 

 

Maeve Binchy. The Glass Lake. 1995. 

 

Kit McMahon, the daughter of the local pharmacist, is growing up in a small lake-side town in Ireland. Kit adores her 

mother, Helen, and is very troubled by local gossip about her. It is obvious to everyone that Helen, who was brought as 

a bride from Dublin, does not fit in with small-town life. One evening Helen goes for a walk by the lake and does not 

return. The family boat is found floating upside-down and Helen is assumed drowned. Helen has actually run off with an 

old flame, who left her before her marriage and then returned. In the story Binchy explores the complex bond between 

mother and daughter that neither deceit nor death can destroy. Kit grows up in the small village determined to carry out 

her mother’s wishes that she should make something of her life. Helen leads a very successful life in England, but she is 

compelled to keep up anonymous contact with Kit and tries to help her. Mother and daughter live very different lives 

that develop intriguing similarities. Readers will wonder if and when Kit will discover the truth about her mother and 

what impact the realization will have. 

  

 

M. A. Harper. The Worst Day of My Live, So Far. 2001. 

 

Jeanne, a middle-aged divorcee, leaves New York for the small town in Louisiana where she grew up so she can care for 

her mother. This is the beautiful and glamorous woman whose ideals she could never live up to, who is suffering from 

Alzheimer's Disease. 

  

 

Toni Morrison. Beloved. 1987. 

 

Sethe is a strong woman who escaped from slavery and now lives in Ohio with her daughter Denver. An enigmatic 

young woman who calls herself Beloved shows up at their house, a reminder of a horrible decision Sethe had been 

forced to make years ago. 

  

 

Jayne Anne Phillips. MotherKind. 2000. 

 

MotherKind follows Kate, whose birth of her first child, Katherine, coincides with caring for her terminally ill mother. As 

they struggle with new and passing life, Kate often thinks of her childhood, the time when they first learned her mother 

is sick, and the present, a mix of joy and pain. 

  



 

Suzanne Fisher Staples. Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind. 1989. 

 

Shabanu is a nomad of the Cholistan Desert in Pakistan. Independent as she is, she learns it is not for her to determine 

the direction of her life. For countless generations the law of her people has been that the men choose the husbands for 

their daughters and the husbands rule their wives. By next year’s rains Shabanu will have a husband. Her father has 

arranged it. Shabanu knows he means well and she accepts his decision. As a daughter, it is her duty. But Shabanu’s 

willingness to submit is tested when the marriage plans are wrecked and in a hastily arranged attempt to uphold the 

family’s honor Shabanu is pledged to the brother of a wealthy but despised landowner who is many years her senior and 

already has two wives. To accept her father’s decision would bring prestige to her family but consign Shabanu to a life 

of servitude and emotional bondage. But to follow her heart and rebel against her father would shame her family and 

betray her culture. 

  

 

Carol Anshaw. Lucky in the Corner. 2002. 

 

Nora feels restless in her relationship with Jeanne, which leads to an affair. Nora's college-age daughter Fern already 

feels that her mother is a bit unreliable since she came out of the closet and broke up with her father, and now she 

senses something is going on. At the same time Fern is also helping care for her friend's new baby. 

 


