
Maryland Authors 

Local authors but unbridled variety is what Maryland authors write about. Maryland has a rich diversity of authors, from internationally known 
Anne Tyler and Elizabeth Peters to Tim Cockey and Laura Lippman. Almost all of these authors use local settings in and around Maryland to 
enhance their writing. The settings range from Baltimore to the Eastern Shore and the District of Columbia. All of these writers are loved by 
Marylanders and enjoyed by a greater audience of fans outside the area. They write about a variety of subjects including family situations, 
Egyptian archeology, romance and mysteries. Some use the same city as their setting like Anne Tyler with older neighborhoods in Baltimore. 
Laura Lippman and Tim Cockey also use Baltimore as their character haunts while Marcia Talley tends to write about quieter settings on 
Chesapeake Bay and George P. Pelecanos is partial to Washington, D.C. Our home grown Egyptologist Elizabeth Peters is happiest exploring 
the tombs of ancient kings of Egypt but all have applied their craft within the wonderful state we live or work in, Maryland. 

 

Tim Cockey. The Hearse You Came In On. 2000. 

 

Undertaker Hitchcock Sewell and his Aunt Billie run a funeral home in the Fells Point neighborhood of Baltimore. When 

an attractive woman arrives at a wake and tells Sewell she would like to arrange her own funeral, then changes her 

mind, his curiosity is piqued. When he finds out her real identity, he gets himself involved in a case involving blackmail, 

murder and political corruption. This humorous mystery is the first in a series. Tim Cockey is from Baltimore but now 

lives in New York City, where he has recently written books under the name "Richard Hawke". 

  

 

Laura Lippman. Every Secret Thing. 2003. 

 

Two 11-year-old children, "good girl" Alice Manning and "bad girl" Ronnie Fuller wander home in Baltimore after being 

kicked out of a friend's pool party. They discover a baby in an unattended carriage by the front door of a house and 

steal it away. The baby dies, and Alice and Ronnie are imprisoned for seven years. The mystery involves which girl did 

the killing, and which just followed along. After their release from prison, children start to disappear, but they're quickly 

found unharmed, so the kidnappings go almost unnoticed -- until one little girl, vanishes without a trace. The 

circumstances are chillingly similar to the abduction case seven years before. Now Alice's and Ronnie's parents, their 

lawyers, and the police, must discover and confront the truths they did not find years earlier. Or, another family will 

lose their child. 

  

 

George P. Pelecanos. Right as Rain. 2001. 

 

This author always uses Washington, D.C. as a setting for his criminal fiction novels. Pelecanos writes a fast paced book 

about police corruption, racism and drugs. The main character is Derek Strange, a private investigator and ex-cop. He is 

hired by an elderly African American woman to find out why her son, a cop, was shot and killed by another cop who is 

white. Not recommended to all readers because of violence, sexual content and the "f" word. 

  

 

Elizabeth Peters. Crocodile on the Sandbank. 1990. 

 

On the death of her father, Victorian heiress Amelia Peabody travels to Egypt to indulge her interest in Egyptology. 

There she meets archaeologist Radcliffe Emerson. The chemistry between the two characters is palpable. This is an 

historical mystery with mild violence and amusing repartee between a strong-willed Amelia and an equally stubborn 

Emerson. The exotic setting and time period will appeal to many readers. The romantic relationship between Amelia and 

Emerson is G-rated. There are eighteen titles in this extremely popular series. Elizabeth Peters lives in Frederick County, 

Maryland. 

  



 

Mary Jo Putney. The Marriage Spell. 2006. 

 

Putney who lives outside of Baltimore is the author of a romance in an alternative world with magic and wizards. The 

central characters are Jack, the Viscount Frayne who was "cured" at a young age of his magical leanings and Abigail 

Barton, who is a particularly gifted healer. Their romance is emotionally complex and Putney's secondary characters are 

also well-developed. Hidden secrets, layers of meaning, and a sensual romance combine to make the story very 

engaging. 

  

 

Nora Roberts. Inner Harbor. 1999. 

 

Opposites may attract, but what about people with conflicting goals? Dr. Sybill Griffin, an anthropologist who's cool 

poise conceals inner tumult, wants to help her sister, who claims the late Raymond Quinn abducted her 11-year-old son, 

Seth. Raymond's adoptive son Philip, however, is determined to keep Seth in the home where Raymond turned Seth's 

miserable life around--as he had transformed Philip's own life, many years ago. A "little town on Maryland's southern 

Eastern shore" is the setting for the showdown between Sybill and Philip. This cat-and-mouse game fulfills all sorts of 

sexual fantasies, as they take turns first hurting each other and then asking pardon. Vivid characters, scenery, and plot 

will delight the romance-lover. The author lives in Western Maryland. 

  

 

Marcia Talley. Sing it to Her Bones. 1999. 

 

Relaxation is why Hannah Ives, who just fought her way through breast cancer, travels to Pearson's Corner--"an old 

fishing community on the Truxton River in southern Maryland" -- but relaxation is not what she gets. After discovering a 

teenage girl's body in a well, she starts a passionate search for the killer. Suspects include a born-again boyfriend, a 

highly successful big sister, a secretive doctor, and a girlfriend who claims the victim was pregnant. The author, who 

lives in Annapolis, reminds one of Sara Paretsky and Sue Grafton. Her plot and characters are fairly simple, but her 

swift pace and likable heroine keep us turning pages. 

  

 

Anne Tyler. Digging to America. 2006. 

 

Two couples from the Baltimore area each adopt a little girl from Korea. Brad Donaldson and Bitsy Dickinson adopt Jin-

Ho with the intention of celebrating the girl's Korean heritage and not "Americanizing" her. The other couple, Sami and 

Ziba Yazdan, are Iranian-American. They rename their baby Susan. Bitsy and Brad are fascinated with other cultures 

and are ashamed of their own "whitebreadedness." Sami and Ziba try to fit in but also observe Iranian customs, while 

laughing at Americans' attitudes towards foreigners. Ziba is intimidated by Bitsy, who has an opinion on everything and 

seems to always find Ziba lacking when it comes to child care. Watching all this with detached amusement is Maryam, 

Sami's mother. Maryam has never fully assimilated, but believes that she is comfortable in her isolation. As the years 

pass and the two families grow closer, Maryam finds her self-sufficiency challenged by the attentions of a widower who 

disturbs her routine but touches her heart. Tyler uses gentle humor and acute observation to explore issues of 

assimilation and cultural identity. 

 


