
Bridget Jones Read-Alikes 

Bridget Jones's Diary, the best-selling novel by Helen Fielding, began as a weekly newspaper column in The Independent in 1995. The 
popularity of the column led to the novel, which led to the sequel. The movie will be released in the spring of 2001. Bridget Jones has been 
labeled an Ally McBealesque heroine-she seems smart but her goofiness, neurosis, and obsession with men make us wonder. Her detractors 
hold her up as a sign of feminism's decline, but the novel's incredible popularity-it's sold 4 million copies in 30 countries-proves that a number 
of people identify with the book and find it amusing. 
 
Along with success comes imitation, and numerous "Jones clones" can be identified on the literary scene. Though none have garnered the 
notoriety of Bridget Jones, they can be as entertaining. These books take place in an urban setting and feature a single 20-something to 30-
something woman who is searching for the perfect job and the perfect man and who tends to focus more on the latter. They are the 
romances for today's single woman who is bombarded with the message that she is supposed to have it all and enjoys laughing at how 
ridiculous the attempt to achieve this goal can be. Because above all, these books are fun and for the reader this is v.g. indeed. 

 

Elizabeth Berg. Until the Real Thing Comes Along. 1999. 

 

Told in the first person, this is the story of Patty Anne Murphy, a young woman who feels that she has run out of time to 

find "Mr. Right." Since her biological clock is ticking, Patty decides that her best friend, Ethan, is the perfect man to 

father her child. The only problem is, he's gay. 

  

 

Judy Blume. Summer Sisters. 1998. 

 

Caitlin Somers is wild, outspoken, beautiful and emotionally fragile while Victoria Leonard is shy, reserved and plain. 

Caitlin invited Victoria to accompany her to her father's home in Martha's Vineyard for the summer. Since then they 

would spend the summer together and will be called the summer sisters. Victoria and Caitlin found love, friendship and 

all the nuances of life in that island. How the two girls made choices in their lives in the years ahead makes this book a 

compelling read. 

  

 

Mike Gayle. Mr. Commitment. 2000. 

 

When Ben Duffy's long-time girlfriend, Mel, (who had previously scorned marriage) proposes to him, his life goes into a 

tailspin. He agrees, but immediately panics and after a blow-out scene at Ikea, they call off their engagement. Re-

dedicating himself as a swinging bachelor and about-to-be- discovered comedian, Duffy finds himself longing for Mel. 

Full of wry humor and keen commentary on life as a modern twenty-something, fans of Bridget Jones will love this 

males-eye-view of love and marriage. 

  

 

Marian Keyes. Watermelon. 1999. 

 

Within moments of giving birth, Clare's husband leaves her. Clare, obviously devastated, heads to Dublin and the hearth 

of her eccentric family. Somehow author, Marian Keyes, is able to bring humor to this mix of bad luck befalling Clare. 

Yet, how Clare receives this run of bad luck while a new mother makes for an enjoyable, humorous read. 

  



 

Marc Levy. If Only it Were True. 2000. 

 

A woman in a coma, a ghost, and love. Lauren is a ghost away from her comatose body. Arthur has moved into her 

apartment and is the only one who can see her. At first he doesn't believe she's a ghost until he sees her unconscious 

body in the hospital. Then he falls in love and goes to great lengths to save her when her mother is convinced to 

remove all medical devices helping to sustain her life. The race is on to save her. But will Lauren remember him when 

and if she wakes up. A poignant, bizarre love story that will keep you guessing to the very end. 

  

 

Anna Maxted. Getting Over It. 2000. 

 

Twenty-something Helen Bradshaw doesn't have it all. Her living arrangements include a scruffy roommate and an 

overbearing landlord, she is unhappy in her job, and the men she meets fall way below boyfriend standards. When her 

remote, difficult father suddenly dies and her mother goes to pieces, Helen's chaotic life begins to crumble. Getting over 

it will not be easy. 

  

 

Shannon Olson. Welcome to my Planet: Where English Is Sometimes Spoken. 2000. 

 

The Gen-X heroine of this novel trades her slacker boyfriend for an ambitious Italian studying architecture and her 

boring computer job for graduate school, all the while maintaining a close relationship with her mother and her 

therapist. 

  

 

Louise Rennison. Angus, Thongs and Full-Frontal Snogging: Confessions of Georgia Nicolson. 2000. 

 

Comedy writer Louise Rennison has done a convincing and hilarious job of describing the ups and downs in the life of a 

fairly typical teenage girl in Britain. Fans of Bridget Jones' Diary will recognize the style: adults will enjoy the humor and 

teens will relate to Georgia's experiences and feelings that ring true for young people wherever they live. Georgia 

records what happens to her in her diary and the reader really feels for her as she struggles with the various 

embarrassing, momentous or disastrous events of her life. She has a number of burdens to put up with - her three-year 

old sister, her anti-social cat, and the humiliating fact that she recently went to a party dressed as a stuffed olive. 

Georgia struggles with a number of issues, peer pressure, how to relate to boys - what does a boy mean when he says, 

"See you later?" Nothing is really resolved, though Georgia begins to learn to trust her own good instincts. Expect a 

sequel. 

  

 

Van Whitfield. Something's Wrong with Your Scale: A Romantic Comedy. 2000. 

 

Sonny Walker, all-around Mr. Nice Guy and in his 30s, loves his girlfriend, her cheesecake and his friends (though not 

necessarily in that order.) When a "love handled" Sonny is forced to choose between food and his girlfriend (cheesecake 

in hand even as he's telling his girlfriend "nevermore" to food), he finds himself joining a weight clinic where he is once 

again in the singles rackle. Van Whitfield is a gifted comedic writer and his tale of Sonny and Kayla, a woman he meets 

at the clinic, will have you rolling in the aisles. Did somebody say "roll? 

  



 

Laura Zigman. Animal Husbandry. 1998. 

 

Jane Goodall, a single, overachieving prime-time Talk Show producer is a woman with a broken heart. After recently 

being dumped by Ray, forced to move into an apartment with a roommate when Ray decided not to sign the lease on 

the apartment they had picked out together, she steeps herself in misery trying to NOT get over Ray and then begins 

her research into why men shy away from permanent relationships even after they fall in love. And so begins the Old 

Cow, New Cow theory, Allelomimetic Behavior, and the Myth of Male Shyness. This ironic, sometimes humorous and 

interesting look at dating from a woman's perspective is well worth the read. 

 

Talk-show producer Jane blissfully agrees to find an apartment with her boyfriend Ray, soon after which he suddenly 

breaks off the relationship. Baffled and hurt, Jane becomes obsessed with the male capability for such behavior, and 

starts researching the correlation between the mating habits of men and cows. Very, very funny. 

  

 


