
Read a Banned Book! 

Since Gutenberg printed his first book more than 500 years ago, there have always been titles that have angered folks to the point of 
condemnation; to the point where they’ve thought that the books should be removed from the shelves, or even destroyed. There have always 
been books that people have believed are so objectionable that others should not be permitted to read them. 
 
Books have been condemned for a variety of reasons, and are still being condemned. Perhaps they are condemned because of the way they 
depict sexuality, religion, the races, political views; or perhaps they are condemned because of the language that the author uses to tell his 
story. Censorship of literature is not a new concern, but an old one; and it is a concern that will certainly stay with librarians into the new 
millennium. 
 

Read more about Banned Books on the American Library Association's website . 

 

Judy Blume, Editor. Places I Never Meant to Be: Original Stories by Censored Writers. 1999. 

 

Although this collection of short stories has yet to be banned, all of its contributors are children's or young adult authors 

who have had their works challenged at one time or another. The stories are about topics ranging from race relations to 

first sexual experiences to difficult family situations and each author follows their story with a personal essay about 

dealing with censorship. Contributors include: David Klass, Norma Klein, Julius Lester, Chris Lynch, Harry Mazer, Norma 

Fox Mazer, Walter Dean Myers, Katherine Paterson, Susan Beth Pfeffer, Rachel Vail, Jacqueline Woodson, and Paul 

Zindel. 

  

 

Forrest Carter. The Education of Little Tree. 1976. 

 

The Education of Little Tree tells of extreme prejudice against the Cherokee, great ignorance about nature and others’ 

beliefs, and a child’s relationship with the adults in his life and his view of the world, all told with the typical tolerance 

and intolerance of a child. The characters are delightful. The book makes you laugh, makes you cry, and leaves you 

feeling full and warm. 

 

Fisrt published in 1976, it was challenged in 1995 because it "includes profanity, mentions sex and portrays Christians 

as ‘liars, cheats and child molesters.’" 

  

 

Theodore Dreiser. SIster Carrie. 1900. 

 

When a naïve Caroline (Carrie) Meeber arrived in Chicago to seek her fortune, she has only her ample charms, physical 

beauty and ambitions with her, To succeed in life with all the material bounty that comes with it, not to mention fame 

and prestige, has been her sole ambition and how she achieved it makes a compelling story now as it did then. 

  

 

Fannie Flagg. Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café. 1987. 

 

This novel is the "Lake Woebegone" of the South! It is folksy, ednearing, and richly comic. It is filled with humor and 

drama. It is the story of two women in the 1980s: Mrs. Threadgoode and Evelyn. Mrs. Threadgoode, an elderly lady, is 

in a nurning home and she is very happily telling her wonderful life story during weekly visits with Evelyn, who is in th 

sad slump of middle age. During this tale, we learn about Mrs. Threadgoode’s wonderful friends from long ago, Idgie 

and Ruth, who ran a little café in Whistle Stop, Alabama during the 1930s and 1940s. We meet a great cast of 

supporting characters and share their joys and sorrows. In their café, Ruth and Idgie offer good barbeque, good coffee, 

all kinds of love and laughter, and even an occasional murder! 

 

This book has been banned in certain places because of its portrayal of same-sex lovers, a prostitute and the Ku Klux 

Klan. 

  

http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bannedbooksweek.htm


 

Aldous Huxley. Brave New World. 1932. 

 

The book Brave New World is author Huxley’s shocking vision of a future utopia, which deals with the philosophical and 

ethical controversies brought by advances in technology and science. Religion has been replaced by worship of Science; 

instead of Lord, they have Ford. Human reproduction has become a mass produced, made to order product, carefully 

programmed and genetically altered to suit the needs of society. Eroticism for self-satisfaction is promoted, while 

pregnancy and parenthood are abhored and to be avoided at all costs. The family unit is no longer. Childern are raised 

by the State. There is a strict caste system, from Alpha to minus Gamma, with the Alphas being the best looking and 

most intellectual, and the minus Gammas being morons. Unlike current-day society, everyone has been programmed 

and conditioned to fit exactly into their particular position in society, and has no thought of being anything different. 

Everyone is happy all of the time, thanks to the mood-altering drug, Somma. Reading this novel, it is quite disturbing to 

see how many of the innovations Huxley first wrote about in 1932 are now reality. 

  

 

John Knowles. A Separate Peace. 1959. 

 

It is the summer of 1942. Phineas and Gene are roommates at Devon, an exclusive New England prep school. Phineas, 

a natural athlete and leader, goads the studious Gene into participating in his wild escapades. As the summer wears on, 

Gene begins to suspect Phineas of deliberately trying to sabotage his academic efforts. During a ritual of the Secret 

Suicide Society, Gene causes Phineas to fall, incurring an injury that in the end will prove fatal. Gene must face himself. 

He must reach his separate peace. 

  

 

Lois Lowry. The Giver. 1993. 

 

When twelve-year-old Jonas is chosen to become his communit’s Receiver of Memories, he discoves that his perfect 

society is based on a terrible secret. After learnig about the imperfect world of the past, Jonas embarks on a dangerous 

plan aimed at changing the very foundation of his world. 

 

Temporarily banned and restricted to students with parental permission because of violent, sexually explicit language 

and to elements of euthanasia and infanticide. (Children) 

  

 

J. D. Salinger. The Catcher in the Rye. 1951. 

 

A teenaged student decides to spend some time in New York City before his parents find out he's been expelled from 

another private school. While in NYC he has many interesting experiences as he tries to deal with his past and make 

plans for his future. 

  

 

Alice Walker. The Color Purple. 1982. 

 

Celie’s life story is poignantly described against the backdrop of a southern, rural community. Celie’s experiences of 

incest, abuse and hardship are chronicled with great insight and emotion. This is not just a story of bleakness, but 

gently and effectively touches upon the relaitonships that sustain us during our life journeys. A Beautifully written novel 

and the 1983 Pulitzer Prize winner. 



 


