
LGBTQQ List for Teens 
 
 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning, known by the acronym LGBTQQ, is a 
phrase used to describe groups of people who do not identify with heteronormativity, the idea that 
everyone fits into distinguishable genders with distinct behaviors. Adult books that include characters 
who identify as LGBTQQ can fall into many other genres like romance or adventure. Though, when the 
books are written for a teenaged audience, the storyline usually revolves around the exploration of this 
different identity. It is an important genre to include for teen readers as they may be exploring these 
identities themselves or for those who are not but are looking to understand. 
 

 
 
Emily Danforth. The Miseducation of Cameron Post. 2012. 
 
Cameron Post is 12 when her parents are killed in an accident. She takes this as a sign from God to stop 
desiring her best friend, a girl. However, as she grows up, Cameron continues to be attracted to women. 
Her girlfriends exhibit various levels of denial and acceptance of homosexuality: there’s the straight 
“tourist” who wants to see what lesbianism is like, the friend who later lives a lie by acquiring a 
boyfriend, the religious lesbian who thinks she can change, and the political activist who is proud of her 
orientation. When Cameron is outed by a friend, her aunt sends her to a conversion therapy camp. In 
one disturbing passage, Cameron describes what brainwashing does to a person; even without believing 
what you are being told, the constant repetition begins to “stick” in the mind. She manages to band 
together with like-minded rebels, but not before tragedy strikes one of the camp’s seemingly most 
successful residents. 
 
This novel depicts the psychological, social and physical experiences of a teenager trying to come to 
grips with her sexual orientation while reeling from the loss of her parents. Cameron is a believable, 
sympathetic and somewhat troubled teen, who acts out by drinking, using drugs, shoplifting and 
trespassing in an abandoned hospital. She makes mistakes but she stays as true to herself as she can. 
The author treats the other characters fairly, too. Even those who try to change Cameron are not 
cardboard villains, but are complex people trying to do what they believe is right. The 1980s small-town 
Montana setting is vividly portrayed, no doubt based on the author’s own memories of growing up 
there. This novel is recommended for fans of coming-of-age novels, stories of the gay experience and 
books with strong female protagonists. 
 



 
 
Ava Dellaira.  Love Letters to the Dead. 2014. 
 
Laurel, a high school freshman, is mourning the death of her older sister and dealing with the breakup of 
her parents when she is given an English assignment to write a letter to a dead person.  She does not 
turn in the assignment but writes many such letters over the course of the year as a way of dealing with 
issues that she cannot speak of to any of her living connections. The dead that she writes to include Amy 
Winehouse, Kurt Cobain, Janis Joplin and Amelia Earhart which may stimulate some interest in teens to 
learn more about them. There are some heavy themes: death, suicide, abuse, sex, sexuality and identity 
issues. Additionally, there are questionable decisions about substance abuse. Two of Laurel's friends, 
supporting characters in the story, are exploring a lesbian relationship. This is a novel for mature teens 
and not for those who want a "fun, happy" read, although it ends on a positive note and with some 
personal growth. Fans of The Perks of Being a Wallflower may enjoy this. The book has been optioned 
for a movie. 
 

 
 
Hannah Moskowitz. Marco Impossible. 2013. 
 
In this middle-grade novel, narrator Stephen and his long-time best friend Marco prepare to finish 
eighth grade and move on to different high schools. Though both boys feel that they might be getting 
too old, Marco insists that they take on one last amateur detective mission. They will sneak into the 
senior prom so that Marco can publicly proclaim his love for classmate Benji, who will be performing in a 
band with his brothers. Stephen supports Marco, but he struggles with feeling as though he is always 
relegated to a “sidekick” role. Through the mishaps of their “heist,” Stephen comes to a greater 
understanding of the challenges Marco faces as an openly gay teen: namely, threats and bullying from 
other classmates. Stephen comes through for Marco in a dangerous altercation, and Marco manages to 
overtake the prom stage to happy results.  
 
This novel provides an age-appropriate option for tweens and younger tweens navigating crushes, 
bullying and relationship trials with friends and family. While it faithfully represents some of the heavier 
aspects of a gay middle-schooler’s experience, it also contains delightful hijinks and likeable supporting 
characters. Attractions are innocently romantic, and friendship remains the focus of the story. Because 



Stephen is the narrator, this might be a particularly good choice for younger teens learning to 
understand and support an LGBTQQ friend or family member.  
 

 
 
Jandy Nelson. I’ll Give You the Sun. 2014. 
 
Jude and her twin Noah are inseparable until a series of heartbreaking events occur the year that they 
turn 13, including the devastating loss of Noah’s first love, the boy next door. Three years later, the 
twins barely speak. This novel, told in alternating points of view, mines the past and present to uncover 
what really happened that fateful year, the lingering effects of the damage that each twin caused and 
suffered, and ultimately their hope for redemption. 
 
Mature teens and adults who enjoy dramas focusing on relationships will appreciate this poetic, coming-
of-age novel and its themes of love, grief, art and personal growth. Winner of the 2015 Michael L. Printz 
Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature. 
 

 
 
Ami Polonsky. Gracefully Grayson. 2014. 
 
At 11 years old, Grayson is finding it harder than it used to be to imagine that his baggy t-shirt and 
brightly-colored basketball pants are a dress, and since he cannot be the person he wants to be, even to 
himself, Grayson has become quieter and more withdrawn with each passing year. Then, almost without 
knowing what he is doing, Grayson tries out for the school play and wins the lead role of Persephone, 
daughter of the Greek goddess Demeter. Finally, Grayson gets to wear a beautiful gown and show the 
whole school how he really feels. As they see him for the first time, some people accept Grayson and are 
proud of his bravery, but others feel confused, concerned, betrayed and angry. Grayson does not want 
to hurt anyone, but being a female character in the play gives Grayson the chance to express his real 
character; a chance he realizes he has longed for all his life.  
 
While some of the characters in this novel seem flat and a little unbelievable, Grayson’s personal story is 
appealing and touching. Because he is so young, the novel does not deal with issues of sexuality or 
sexual orientation. Grayson does not feel or express sexual attraction toward anyone at this point. 



Rather he is transgendered, and this novel is really a coming-of-age story about being oneself and being 
brave in the face of dislike, ridicule and even open hostility. Told in first person, readers can experience 
how Grayson feels and what he thinks first-hand as the novel sets out to show them that people like 
Grayson are not intent on challenging traditional gender roles, making a political point or choosing to be 
perverse. Grayson is just a child who wants to be who he really is, without any agenda or reference to 
anyone else, and Polonsky skillfully persuades readers to like him and wish him well without seeming to 
put forth any effort at persuasion. 
 

 
 
Ellen Wittlinger. Parrotfish. 2007. 
 
Grady, nee Angela, is making a change in his life. For the last 15 years, others have identified him by his 
birth gender of female, but that has never been how he has felt inside. Despite discomfort among his 
family, his friend, and almost everyone at his school, he decides to lead life the way it makes sense to 
him. He finds new allies among his teachers and peers while finding the courage to pursue life on his 
own terms. 
 
A helpful book for those seeking to better understand what it means to be transgendered. There are 
resources in the back to learn more about these issues. 
 

 

 

    


