
Intellectual Freedom Advisory Panel Meeting 
Wednesday, August 4, 12:30 pm 

Ra Sushi, Baltimore 
 

Present: Andrea Dowling, Annette Goodman, Pat Guyton, Steve LaBash, Monica McAbee, 
Sarah Miller, April Perlowski, Ann Reed, Leila Shapiro, Mary Somers (IF Officer), Larry Wilt 
Welcome to our new members! [note: Miller goes by Sarah Jane] 
 
Minutes of June 2010 were approved.  
 
Conference Program update.  Panel on banned books: Pat Hofmann, director of the Calvert 
Library, on the attempt to remove And Tango Makes Three; and Annette Curtis Klause, author 
and librarian in Montgomery County, on the challenges her own books have faced.  
 
November 18 program in Denton. Mary and Rebecca Hass will discuss library ethics at a 
program sponsored by Salisbury University. Not an MLA program. 
   
PR cards. Pat has designed business-card-size handouts that we can use to promote IFAP!   
 
Conference Program, continued.  Annette Goodman agreed to join the panel to speak about 
restrictions on prison library books. With 3 panelists, the program will be 2 hours, 45 minutes. 
 
Glennor Shirley’s Jamaican dinner opportunity.  To be held in Columbia on September 11. A 
$45-per-person home-cooked Jamaican meal; was an Conference auction item. Let Mary know if 
you are interested. 
 
DISCUSSION TOPICS 
Glenn Beck’s 9/12 Project: members of this group have been trying to get books they don’t like 
removed from school libraries. See for example: 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/nj/20100506_Activists_see_momentum_in_book_ban.html 
 
SPEECH Act:  this is an attempt to prevent “libel tourism” – it “…protects American authors, 
journalists and publishers from foreign defamation judgments that undermine the First 
Amendment and American due process standards.” Pat will post it on our blog. Link: 
http://cohen.house.gov/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=1274 
 
Mary commended Pat on the IFAP blog and reminded us to read it. 
 
Future discussion topics: how current copyright laws stifle academic research; and the right to 
take photos of trains and train stations or record policemen at work: what is public, what is 
private? 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Friday, October 1, 12:30 at The Narrows Restaurant on Kent Island: 
www.thenarrowsrestaurant.com. 
 
Monica McAbee 


