
Happy Spring!   

   After a long, cold winter 

filled with postponements 

and cancellations,        

embracing the sunny, 

blue skies has never felt 

better.  While the weather 

may have been frightful, 

CSD has been busy     

planning programs that 

are quite delightful, and it 

is not too late for you to 

register to attend some 

really wonderful events. 

  Last month, CSD hosted 

its Southern Conference 

in St. Mary’s County and 

welcomed Laura  Hutton, 

early childhood educator 

and expert, to help us  

connect the dots between  

early childhood develop-

ment and early literacy.  

An educator by trade, Ms. 

Hutton has a  personal 

connection to libraries 

and did a fabulous job of      

presenting information 

relevant to the work of       

children’s librarians.  In        

addition, representatives 

from this year’s MD Blue 

Crab Young Reader 

Award committee         

announced this year’s 

winners and honor books.  

If you missed it, it’s not 

too late.  We will be host-

ing the same presentation 

at CSD’s annual Western 

Conference on Monday, 

April 13th at the        

Thurmont branch.          

To register: http://

www.mdlib.org/

calendar_day.asp?

date=4/13/2015&event=52 

  CSD’s first ever webinar, 

“You Have an Idea, Now 

Get it Published”  is also 

available for registration.  

Having been rescheduled 

twice due to Old Man 

Winter, we are confident 

even he will not get in the 

way of our just announced 

May 21st date for  this 

online workshop.          

Attendees at this webinar 

will hear from those     

already published who 

will share some of what 

they have learned about 

the publishing process.  

Register today at: http://

www.mdlib.org/

calendar_day.asp?

date=5/21/2015&event=48 

   As if that is not enough, 

the annual MLA/DLA 

Conference is on the   

horizon.  Registration is 

open, and you can find a 

full listing of all of CSD’s 

events on page 4 of this 

newsletter. 

 Whether it’s an upcoming 

online event, MLA confer-

ence, or a CSD monthly 

meeting, we look forward 

to seeing you as we      

continue our mission of 

promoting library services 

to children and providing 

professional development 

opportunities for all those 

working in service to   

children. 

Rachel Wright,  

CSD President  
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Here we are 
 (tune of The More We 

Get Together) 
 
Here we are at story time, 
at story time, at story 
time. 
Here we are at story time 
today. 
We’ll read books and sing 
songs.   
We’ll have fun and get 
along. 
Here we are at story time,  
At story time, HOORAY! 
From Read, Rhyme, and 
Romp by Heather McNeil 

CSD committee 

November 2014 

Noyes Library 

Lexington Park Library 

Hello from CSD! 
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     During a celebration of Black History Month, children at the Elkton Central Library in  

Cecil County were invited to participate in a program which not only introduced them to      

African-American inventors, but also encouraged them to design an invention, build a         

prototype, and apply for a patent.   

     Participants and their families learned about the invention process and browsed a  gallery of 

notable African-American inventors inspired by the book, What Color is My World?  by 

Kareem Abdul- Jabbar before starting on their own inventions.   

    Library associate Kim Wojeck, walked participants through the design process and then pro-

vided basic supplies, such as cardboard, paper, scissors, tape, paper clips, etc., for participants 

to use to create prototypes for inventions ranging from a moveable dinner tray to an array of 

items designed to make getting ready for school in the morning much easier.  Once their proto-

type was complete, participants submitted a patent application to Branch Manager Will John-

son and Children’s Services Manager Rachel Wright, who acted as patent officers  reviewing 

applications and granting patents to the young inventors.  

      

     Submitted by Kim Wojeck, Cecil County Public Library 
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Young Inventors in Cecil County Celebrate Black History Month 

   



You can find the conference brochure and register for 

your sessions at:  

 

 

Wednesday, May 6th-Preconference 
 

9:00 - 12:00 SEFEL GOES TO THE LIBRARY  

How can libraries play a role in supporting parents to help 

children with Social Emotional Foundations for Early    

Learning (SEFEL)? What are the appropriate developmental 

stages of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers? Presented by 

Valerie Smirlock, University of  Delaware.  Lunch will be 

served 12:00 to 1:00pm.  

 

1:00-4:00 FAMILIES CAN CODE 

Hands-on workshop exploring ways to promote family     

engagement with technology and computer science        

education in public libraries.  Presented by FutureMakers.   

Lunch will be served 12pm-1pm. 

 

Thursday, May 7th 
 

9:00 - 10:00 500 By Five: An Early Literacy Initiative 

This successful and easily replicable early literacy initiative 

has ben adopted by public library systems through the state 

of Maryland; learn the nuts and bolts of implementing 500 by 

Five at your own library.  Presented by Beverly Izzi, Calvert 

Library, Children’s Coordinator; Megan Jones, Public      

Services Librarian. 
 

9:00 - 11:00 Tweens:The Next Frontier in Youth Services 

One of the most popular demographics for publishers and 

marketers, tweens are enjoying their time in the spotlight. 

Participants will explore tween’s preference in collection  

development, technology and programming.  Presented by 

Lisa Kropp - Youth Services Coordinator, Suffolk             

Cooperative Library System, Greenlawn, NY.   

 

1:45 - 2:45 BILINGUAL STORY TIME FOR ALL AGES  

This workshop will demonstrate songs, rhymes, movement 

activities, and books in English and Spanish.  Presented by 

Christine Kamt - Storyville Coordinator, Baltimore County 

Public Library   

 
3:30 - 5:30 STEM Programming for Preschoolers 

In this workshop, you will learn about the STEM Curiosity 

Academy, an educational program conceived by Dr. 

Marisel Torres-Crespo of Hood College and adapted for 

libraries by Frederick County Public Libraries.  Presented 

by Marisel Torres-Crespo, Ph.D. - Assistant Professor,  

Director, Onica Prall Child Development Lab School, Hood 

College, Stephanie Long - Assistant Department Head, 

Librarian I, Children’s Services, Frederick County Public 

Libraries, Carly Reighard - Library Associate II, Children’s 

Services, Frederick County Public Libraries.  

 

3:30 - 4:30 VOLUNTWEENS  

Tweens need community service hours, and they want to 

volunteer for you! Discuss what roles are best for younger 

volunteers; how to set and communicate expectations to 

kids, parents, and staff; how to track and report service-

learning hours without drowning in paper; and what to do 

when it isn’t working out.  Presented by Jill Hutchison -    

St. Mary’s County Library, Valentina Pickens - Baltimore 

County Public Library, Deidrah Reeves - Harford County 

Public Library  

 

Friday, May 8th 
 

9:30-11:30 Designing Early Learning Spaces 

Learn how to draw families with young children into your 

library and make your institution a destination for play.   

Presented by Dorothy Stoltz, Carroll County Public Library; 

Marisa Conner, Baltimore County Public Library; Jackie 

Cassidy, Harford County Public Library; Rachel Wright, 

Cecil County Public Library; Janet Vogel; Frederick County 

Public Library. 

 

___________________________________________ 

Between and around the above wonderful offerings 

there will be Yoga on the beach; a talk about the Hub-

ble Space Telescope; luncheon with David Simon; ice 

cream sampling; vendors; a pub quiz and poster  

sessions. 
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MLA/DLA Annual Conference, May 6-8, Ocean City  (Boldly Go…) 

www.mdlib.org 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/


Handy Dandy Rhyme HD video 
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You Scream, I Scream 

 

We all scream... 

for the Ice Cream Delight Silent Auction basket. 

Children's Services Division is collecting ice cream 

items to include in our Silent Auction basket for 

the Maryland Library Association Conference. 

  Items needed for the basket include: 

       scoops 

       spoons 

       unusual toppings 

       napkins or coasters with an ice cream theme 

       ice cream gift certificates, 

 or cash that we can use toward the purchase of 

these items for the basket. 

Contact Irva Nachlas-Gabin at ibgagin@gmail.com, 

or 410-997-7759 if you would like to donate. 

News from Around the State 

 

Handy Dandy Rhymes is the Enoch Pratt Free Library's once-a-month video 

presentation of a new finger play for kids of all ages.   

As with all SLRC videos going forward, this one is Section 508 compliant.  In 

YouTube, please select “English” after clicking the CC button near the bottom-

right corner in order to view the transcribed subtitles/closed captioning. 

YouTube 

http://youtu.be/-cr5ly2-_wM 

SchoolTube 

http://bit.ly/1E2hqjQ 

 

mailto:ibgagin@gmail.com


    Preschoolers at the Perryville branch of the Cecil County Public Library celebrated Dental Health 

Month by attending Preschool Science: Discover Your Teeth, a program filled with ample opportunities to 

observe, hypothesize, experiment, and draw conclusions all while having fun!    

    Library associate Tracy Alexander gave preschool scientists hard-boiled eggs which had been soaked 

overnight in fruit punch or soda.  They hypothesized that they would be able to remove the stains with 

toothpaste and a toothbrush. While some were able to remove most of the stain, there was still a good bit 

of it left on the “tooth”.  Based on their experiment, the young scientists concluded that it is important to 

brush their teeth and to make good choices when choosing the foods and drinks that they eat.   

    Preschoolers were also given the opportunity to investigate and practice the art of flossing when they 

were tasked with removing the “fruit snacks” (play-doh) that had been lingering between the 

“teeth” (megablocks) with “floss” (string). Each child had to investigate, problem-solve and brainstorm on 

how to use their string.  Some moved the string back and forth; some moved it up and down;  and others 

just skipped the string all together and used their fingers.   

    Though all the participants knew the different practices necessary to keep teeth healthy, this program 

provided concrete evidence on how and why we do what we do to our teeth.  Branch manager Carolyn 

Stepnitz, added “Kids left smiling while their parents expressed much appreciation for a science program 

geared to preschoolers, who are often too young for other STEM programs.” 

        Submitted by Tracy Alexander, Cecil County Public Library 

Perryville Preschoolers Celebrate Dental Health Month 
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Harford County children share Acts of Kindness 

The Bel Air Branch of Harford County Public Libraries has created a new program called the Acts of 
Kindness Club for Kindergarteners to 5th graders.  Meeting monthly, participants focus on a group or 
charity in need from the surrounding community and allow the children to learn ways to spread kindness 
to others. 

During the first month, the club partnered with the Silver Reader, HCPL’s outreach vehicle servicing sen-
iors, and created Valentines for distribution to facilities they service.  Next, the group created blankets 
and toys for the Humane Society.  Future projects include partnering with a local nature center to make 
bird feeders and recognizing local police and firefighters.   

For more info, contact Bethany Vangrin, vangrin@hcplonline.org, 410-638-3151 x2245. 

       

     Submitted by Bethany Vangrin, Harford County Public Library 
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Preschool Spring Science 
 

How do plants drink?  Plants need water. They absorb it up through their stems.  You can see how 

plants absorb water through these simple demonstrations. 

  

You will need:   

Pitcher or bottle 

Clear plastic cups 

Paper towel strips (about 1 inch wide and 8 inches long)  

Water 

Food coloring 

White daisies or mums. 

 

 

 

 

To Prepare: 

Make a pitcher of colored water with the food coloring. 

Fill the cups to about 1/3 full with the colored water. 

With a sharp knife cut the flower stems on an angle to about 3 inches long. 

You can start a couple of flowers in colored water one or two days before your program, so you can 

show the children what they will look like. 

 

The Experiment: 

Fill the cups with a couple of inches of colored water.  Place one end of a paper towel strip in the  

colored water, and let the other end hang out of the cup.  Watch the water travel along the paper 

towel. 

Now, see how it works for flowers.   Refill the cups with colored water.  Place a flower in each cup, 

and set aside.  Come back the a few hours later, or the next day, and you’ll see the white petals  

have turned colors. 

Ask the children why they think the color moved through the paper and the flower. 

 

 WHAT IS HAPPENING:  Water likes to “adhere” to itself, but so as the water molecules begin  to 

move along the stem, it pulls more water molecules along.  This is called capillary action.  

 

          Submitted by Irva Nachlas Gabin 



Blue Crab Young Reader Award Committee  

 

Do you love reading children’s literature? Then the 2016 Blue Crab 

Award Committee is looking for you! As part of the committee you will 

read and review dozens of books in the following award categories ---  

Beginning Reader Fiction and Nonfiction (grades K-2) and  Transitional 

Fiction and Nonfiction (grades 2-4).  

 The committee consists of: 

•1-2 Maryland Association of School Libraries (MASL) members 

•At least 1 children’s materials selector 

•MLA public library children's staff members 

  

The 8 members of the committee are chosen so that a variety of experiences and skills sets are   
represented. Committee members will serve a 1 year term -- from May 2015 through April 2016.  
Winning announcements are made at the CSD Spring Southern/Western conferences.  Committee 
members  earn 30 CEUs at the end of their term.  

  

For more information go to http://www.mdlib.org/content.asp?contentid=195 

 

Then contact either Shirley O'Neill, 2016 committee chair, or Rachel Wright, CSD president, by   
April 17th. We look forward to working with you!  

  

Shirley O'Neill; shirley.oneill@hclibrary.org 

 
Rachel Wright; rwright@ccplnet.org 

http://www.mdlib.org/content.asp?contentid=195
mailto:shirley.oneill@hclibrary.org
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The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Maryland Library Association promotes library services, storytell-ing, reading, book appreciation, librarianship with chil-dren and opportunities for professional development. 
 If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting!  

April 13,  Thurmont, Frederick County  10-12 May 6-8, say “Hi” at the Conference, Ocean City June 8, Perryville, Cecil County 
 

Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

Editor:  Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

 

Irva Nachlas-Gabin, retired 

Howard County Library 

ibgabin@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Staff 

www.mdlib.orgwww.mdlib.org  

Do you “like” us yet? 

 

 
 
 
 

Not too late: 
 

MLA CSD mini conference 

Connecting the dots between Early Childhood Development 
and Early Literacy 

FCPL Thurmont branch 

Monday April 13, 12:30-4 

Register at www.mdlib.org 
 

Save the Date: 

Kids Are Customers, Too! 

Thursday, October 15, 2015 

9-4 

Note new location 

BCPL Owings Mills branch 

What’s Coming Up? 

 

http://www.facebook.com/CSDmla

