
Hello from CSD! 

 

Authors  Susan Stockdale and 

Melissa Thomson  are this 

year’s featured speakers!     

 

 

We will also have 6 fabulous 

breakout sessions:  learn about  

kid lit blogging and new pic-

ture books with Tess Gold-

wasser, enjoy an info session 

on the Maryland Model for 

School Readiness, and get 

some tips on how to put the 

right book in the right hands 

at just the right time.   

 

But wait, there’s more!   

Be the first to hear the 

announcement of the 2011 

Blue Crab Award winners. 

 

We’ll finish up with a book 

shout-out featuring science 

and math books for kids.  

Please bring two of your 

favorites to share. 

 

We hope to see you there! 
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How to Ruin a 

Perfectly Good 

Storytime: 
 

Where do baby ghosts 

go during the day? 

To the dayscare center! 

 

What kind of mistakes 

do spooks make? 

Boo boos! 

 

What do you call a 

witch who lives at the 

beach? 

A sand-witch! 

Happy Fall, everyone!    
 

 

 

 

We are very excited about the 

upcoming Kids Are Customers, 

Too conference.  It’s happening 

on October 20, and it’s not too 

late to register.  The deadline is 

October 7, you can register 

online through the MLA web-

site, or via the MLA Happen-

ings.   

SRC Wrap-Up 

What a summer!  Although people may not be spending money, they certainly spent lots 

of time participating in the Summer Reading Club throughout Maryland.  Here are 

some pics of what creative librarians did throughout the state. 
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Lots of fun with teachers and students! 

 

St. Mary’s County Library held 

School Spirit Days at the library 

this summer. Some elementary 

schools had the opportunity to 

come to the library on a specified 

afternoon.  The library offered 

tours, library cards, scavenger 

hunts, and also held a Crafter-

noon for the kids to make a craft 

to take with them. The schools 

brought their banner and had 

staff present to help in different 

areas of the library. The kids 

loved seeing their teachers! It 

was a huge success and we plan 

to do it again next summer.  
-submitted by Janis Cooker 

Alexie was amusing and entertain-

ing, and he was very well received 

by the audience.   

 

 FCPL is offering 

OMOB programs 

through the begin-

ning of November, 

including fun pro-

grams like these: 

 

 A Native American Drumming 

Experience for teens 

 A Pow-Wow Boogie Woogie story-

time experience 

Frederick County 

We had a visit from Sherman 

Alexie!   

The author came to speak at the 

Weinberg Center for the Arts on 

September 23.   

News from around the state 

the art of scrapbooking and will have 

an opportunity to create a family 

scrapbook.  All materials (with the 

exception of family photos) will be 

provided by the library. 

 

 

Cub Scout Reading and Writing 

Advancement Program 

Wednesday, November 2, 6:00—7:30 

Cub Scouts attending this program 

will complete nearly 

all of the require-

ments necessary to 

earn a Reading & 

Writing belt loop and 

pin.  (Keeping a diary of your activi-

ties for one week will need to be com-

pleted outside of the program.)  

 

 

-submitted by Keela Pfaff 

Special Fall Programs  

@ the Oakland Library: 

 

Heritage Scrapbooking Programs 

(Various dates and times—every age 

group gets their own time slot!) 

 

Celebrate Family History Month with 

a scrapbooking program at 

the Accident Library.  Children/Teens 

ages 5 and up will be introduced to 

Ruth Enlow Library of Garrett County 
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St. Mary’s County 

 Native American History with 

Rose Hill Manor 

 

Of course, most of the library sys-

tems throughout the state collabo-

rated with the 

Maryland Hu-

manities Council 

to plan One Mary-

land, One Book 

programs.  We 

hope you’re having 

as much fun with 

it as we are! 
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http://www.relib.net/events/viewevents.asp?eventid=3329&month=11&year=2011
http://www.relib.net/events/viewevents.asp?eventid=3329&month=11&year=2011
http://www.relib.net/events/index.asp?month=10&year=2011&locationID=
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Carroll County is hosting popular au-

thor, Chris Grabenstein, at two li-

brary branches this 

Fall! 

  His ―Haunted Mys-

tery‖ Series (The 

Crossroads, Hanging 

Hill, Smoky Corridor 

& Black Heart 

Crypt) is a hit with 

kids.  His adult se-

ries is great too! 

 

He will be at the Eldersburg 

Library 11/9 @ 6:30pm & at 

the Finksburg Library 11/10.   
 

His bio reads like an interesting who’s 

who, and demonstrates the power of 

being in the right place at the right 

time:  

 

Chris performed improv comedy in 

New York City with Bruce Willis be-

fore James Patterson hired him to 

write advertising copy.  He credits 

Patterson for first discovering his 

writing talent. 

 

Chris spent nearly twenty years 

writing commercials for America's 

top advertising agencies. You've 

probably seen his spots for clients 

such as Seven Up, Miller Lite, 

KFC, Dr. Pepper, and many others.  

 

He’s written for Jim 

Henson’s Muppets 

and co-wrote THE 

CHRISTMAS GIFT, 

starring John Den-

ver, a made-for-TV 

movie that still 

shows up somewhere 

on cable very early in 

the morning every 

holiday season.  

 

His first book for middle grade readers, 

The Crossroads, won both the 2008 

Agatha and Anthony 

Awards as Best Chil-

dren’s/YA novel and ap-

peared on several ―Best‖ 

lists. The second book in 

the series, The Hanging 

Hill, also won the 

Agatha Award.   

 

Check out his website 

and his books! 

programs, trainings, or workshops your 

library offers, a new ALA book, Every 

Child Ready For School: Helping 
Adults Inspire Young Chil-

dren To Learn, provides 

practical wisdom and amaz-

ingly effective tips.  The 

book is based on Carroll 

(MD) County’s successful 

emergent literacy research 

study.  

  

Reading the first six chapters 

can be a wise investment for 

any type of adult training 

focusing on school readi-
ness, whether it’s Every 

Child Ready to Read Edition 2, Mother 

Goose, or your own home-grown train-

ings and programs.  If you want to offer 

There are published authors in our 

midst!  Dorothy Stoltz from CCPL  and 

Connie Wilson, formerly from CCPL, 
have co-authored a book with Elaine 

Czarnecki from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity that will be available for sale in 

2012. 

 

 

The topic of 

early literacy 

continues to 

gain momen-

tum in edu-

cational cir-

cles. No mat-
ter what type 

of early liter-

acy school 

readiness 

more in-depth training, chapters 7 to 10 

will take you on a journey to explore 

how to use proven 

methods to increase 

children’s skills. 

The book draws out 

the thinker within, so 

that you can discover 

how-to-adapt sug-

gested techniques to 

motivate adults to 

inspire children to 

learn.  The training 

tips can also be used 

with new children’s 

librarians.   

 

The book will become available in 

2012.   

-submitted by Dorothy Stoltz 

Carroll County 

Carroll County 

Chris Grabenstein and Fred the 

dog, a former Broadway star 

“Every Child Ready for 

School keeps libraries 

at the forefront of 

early literacy and 

school readiness 

information delivery.” 

 

-http://www.alastore.ala.org/

detail.aspx?ID=3529 
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for several years 

now. "Books! The 

Magic is Real!" is a 

fantastic show 

that incorporates 

popular books such 

as Harry Potter and 

Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid. We always 

get plenty of posi-

tive feedback from 

parents after the performances!  

 

-submitted by Heather Leonard 

Anansegromma  
Anansegromma’s 

program is 

highly interac-

tive and engag-

ing. Children 

learn about West 

African cloth-

ing, culture, music and dance. An-

ansegromma per-

formed at several 

branches of the 

Anne Arundel 

County Public 

Library last year 

Great Performers 
during Black History Month. The 

entire audience was riveted! They 

especially loved the drums. 

 

Magician Joe Romano 

Joe Romano has been one of our 

Summer Reading Club performers 
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Book Reviews 

Monkey: a Trickster 

Tale from India  
by Gerald McDermott 

 

As Mr. 

McDermott 

says in the 

foreword, 

this is his 

6th and final 

trickster 

tale.  Using eye-popping colors 

and an interesting torn paper 

technique, he retells  the story 

of clever Monkey, anxious to 

eat the delicious mangoes that 

grow on the island in the mid-

dle of the river where the wily 

Crocodile lives. 

 

 

My People  

by Langston Hughes; photo-

graphs by Charles R Smith Jr. 

 

 

How beautiful!  The simple ex-

pressive photographs perfectly 

match the simple expressive 

words of Mr. 

Hughes’ poem.  

It reads so 

quickly, read 

it again and 

let the words 

and photo-

graphs sink in.   This is a 2010 

Blue Crab winner. 

 

 

Can You Make a Scary 

Face?   
by Jan Thomas 

I think I’ll be using this in a close-

to-Halloween-

but-not-a-

Halloween 

storytime.  It 

has a scary 

element – a 

giant hungry 

frog – but 

mostly you get to tell the kids to 

stand up, no I changed my mind, 

sit down, no I changed my mind 

again, stand up and then get 

them to do a chicken dance!  How 

great is that?  And the author’s 

other books  are perfect for sto-

rytimes and school visits as 

well.  Watch for Is Everyone 

Ready for Fun? out Sept 27! 

 

 

The Six Crowns: 

Trundle’s Quest  
by Allan Jones illus Gary Chalk 

 

Trundle, a 

peaceful lamp-

lighter, is just 

thinking about 

his dinner and 

a quiet night at 

home when Es-

merelda, a 

Romany prin-

cess escaping from pirates drags 

him off to search for the Six 

Crowns.  Trundle and Es-

merelda are hedgehogs, the pi-

rates are, well, rats and their 

adventures are just beginning. 

 
-submitted by  Sophia VanSchaick 
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This is a quick and easy flannelboard to make for up-

coming Halloween storytimes.   

(http://stepbystepcc.com/pumpkins2.html) 

Supplies: 

 Large round pumpkin of felt with the top cut so that it comes off 

 tiny tan pieces of felt for the pumpkin seeds 

 2 black felt triangles for the eyes 

 1 black square for the nose 

 1 large black grin for the mouth. 

 

Text: 

1. This is my pumpkin I picked for Halloween (have large pumpkin on flannelboard).  He'll 

make the finest Jack-o-lantern you have ever seen.  

2. First I'll cut off his top,(lift off top piece of the pumpkin).  

3. And scoop out his seeds,(have the tan seeds under the top and take away).  

4. I'll add two eyes, (place black triangles on pumpkin) and a nose my pumpkin needs, (add 

black nose).  

5. Then I'll cut a mouth so wide, (add black mouth). And add a candle bright, To stay inside my 

pumpkin, to make him shine all night! 

October Time  

 
October time is pumpkin time,  

The nicest time of the year.  

When all the pumpkins light their 

eyes  

(encircle eyes)  

And grin from ear to ear.  

(big grin)  

Because they know at Halloween  

They'll have lots of fun,  

Peeking through the windowpanes  

(put hands over eyes and look)  

Watching children run!  

 

Pumpkin, Pumpkin  
 

Pumpkin, pumpkin round 

and fat  

(make big tummy with 

arms) 

Turned into a jack-0-

lantern  

(turn around) 

Just like that!"  

(clap) 

 

 

 

 

BOO! 
 

See my big and scary eyes! 

(circle eyes with hands) 

Look out now, I've got a big 

surprise. 

(cover eyes with hands) 

BOO!  

(yell!) 

Halloween Flannelboard 

 

Halloween Fingerplays  
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Not recommended:  using angry, 

scary, or screaming pumpkin faces 

http://stepbystepcc.com/pumpkins2.html


Fall Displays throughout Maryland! 

Bowie Branch, Prince George’s County 

submitted by Wanda Nelson 
C. Burr Artz library, Frederick County 

submitted by Kris Buker 

Anne Arundel County  

submitted by Heather Leonard 

Lexington Park library, St. Mary’s County 

submitted by Tess Goldwasser 

C. Burr Artz library, Frederick County 

submitted by Kris Buker 

Ruth Enlow Library 

submitted by Keela Pfaff 



The Children's Services Division (CSD) of the Mary-land Library Association promotes library services, storytelling, reading, book appreciation, librarian-ship with children and opportunities for professional 
development. 

 
If you’re interested in CSD, come and check out a meeting! 

 

Nov. 14, 2011 - Noyes Library, Montgomery County 
December 12, 2011 - Bel Air Library, Harford County  

January 9, 2012 - Denton, Caroline County  

 

Meetings are from 10-12:30, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have something you’d like for us to 

include in the newsletter, contact us: 

 

Editor:  Tara Lebherz, FCPL 

tlebherz@frederickcountymd.gov 

 

Sophia VanSchaick, HCPL 

vanschaick@hcplonline.org 

 

Heather Leonard, AACPL 

hleonard@aacpl.net 
 

 

Newsletter Staff 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/  

Check out a couple of these 

blogs: 

Heavy Medal:  A Mock Newbery 

blog hosted by School Library 

Journal 

 

King County Library System  

of Washington State hosts a good 

Mock Newbery blog 

 

Eva Perry Mock Newbery blog 

Kids talk about what they like. 

 

After Kids Are Customers, Too, 

the next CSD-Sponsored event is 

the Maryland Mock Newbery, 

done in collaboration with the 

Eastern Shore Regional Library.   

 Have you been reading any po-

tential Newbery winners?  Need 

some ideas to get started?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eastern Shore Regional Li-

brary has a Mock Newbery web-

site where you can contribute 

suggestions and discuss what 

everyone is reading.  Make sure 

you visit! 

 

Save the Date!  

The Maryland Mock Newbery is 

scheduled for January 9, 2012.  

The snow date is January 23, 

2012.   

 

 

What’s Coming Up? 

Do you ―like‖ us yet? Didn't get to a CSD Conference? 

You haven't missed out completely! 

 

Check the MLA website for the hand-

outs from former CSD workshops and 

conferences at 

http://www.mdlib.org/divisions/csd/ha

ndouts.asp 

 

Maryland Blue Crab Young 

Reader Award 

We’ve got a Wikipedia page 

now!  Check it out!! 

Tidbits 
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