


JHU Expansion to Honor Bill and Wendy Brody

Tracey Reeves, John Hopkins University

Johns Hopkins University will build a library expan-
sion at its Homewood campus, a state-of-the-art building
designed for technology-driven, collaborative learning
and named the Brody Learning Commons, in honor of
retiring President William R. Brody and his wife, Wendy.

The university’s trustees announced the decision to
honor the Brodys at a dinner for them over the weekend.
They presented the couple with a framed artist’s concep-
tion of the six-and-a-half story building. The learning
commons and the existing library will be separated above
ground by a walkway and will connect below ground.

Pamela P. Flaherty, chair of the board of trustees, said
that the naming of the building is a tribute to the work
the Brodys have done to strengthen community and rein-
vigorate student life on the Homewood campus. By greet-
ing entering students and their families each fall, inviting
them into their home, attending student events and by
presiding over the creation of new programs and facili-
ties to enhance the undergraduate experience, the Brodys
have enriched students’ academic and social lives, Fla-
herty said.

“When Bill and Wendy announced their plans to leave
Johns Hopkins, we were presented with a uniquely ap-
propriate opportunity to honor their legacy of leadership,”
she said.

The Brody Learning Commons will cost roughly $30
million, all of which is coming from private donations
and most of which has already been raised. The expan-
sion, which university officials hope to complete by 2012,
will be the first new-construction project on the Home-
wood campus to pursue LEED certification as a “green”
building.

Winston Tabb, Sheridan Dean of University Libraries
and Museums, said that the new building will not be qui-
et like traditional libraries. Rather, it will be a place where
faculty, students and staff will be able to talk or even so-
cialize openly. In essence, it will be a place that reflects
the social way in which today’s students and faculty learn,
teach, network and interact, he said.

“It’s gratifying to know that at last the library expan-
sion will move from dream to reality,” said Steven Nich-
ols, chair of the German and Romance Languages and
Literatures Department in the Krieger School of Arts
and Sciences. “Today’s undergraduates were not yet born
when folk realized the need for expansion. In the long
run, though, we benefited from the wait because today we
will be able to incorporate advanced technology that did
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not exist in the 1970s and ‘80s.”

Zachary Epstein-Peterson, a junior classics major and
a member of the libraries’ student advisory council, said
he is excited about the many uses of the planned build-
ing. “Given the recent upsurge in library usage by both
undergraduates and graduates, as well as the technological
nature of modern learning, the new learning commons
should adapt to both of these changes, and this is a big
part of why we are working on this project,” Epstein-Pe-
terson said. “Already we have discussed what we want to
see incorporated, namely, natural light, big open rooms,
multimedia/technology-based spaces and collections, an
expanded cafe, group study space and others.”

The expansion will be a collaborative learning space
beyond the classroom and a focal point on campus. The
building will be framed by large windows and feature a
“library-like” exterior. It will include space to display art-
work, rare books and sculpture.

University officials said the “high-tech, high-touch”
feel of the extension’s interior will set it apart from Home-
wood’s existing library. The expansion plans call for the
design to include such spaces as booths with chalkboard
tables; project, video conferencing and interactive media
rooms; a 3-D visualization room; a special collections
classroom and performance art space.

“The Brody Learning Commons provides an opportu-
nity to build much-needed, imaginative new space to foster
learning and advance the academic excellence for which
the university is renowned,” Tabb said. “With its premiere
print and digital collections, the Eisenhower Library is
well-established as an intellectual nexus on campus.”

“The Brody Learning Commons will offer a new li-
brary environment, transformed by new technologies and
comfortable spaces that support the flexible, collaborative
learning experiences needed by students and faculty in the
215t century. My vision for the new library building is that it
will enable the Sheridan Libraries to provide the best library
and information services at any university in America, the
kind of library our faculty and students want and deserve.”

The new structure will augment the existing library, a
185,000-square-foot facility built in 1964. Officials said
they proposed the facility, which is on the Homewood
master plan that was completed in 2000, largely because
the existing library is overcrowded and does not provide
enough space for students and faculty to collaborate. In
addition, officials said that Johns Hopkins students have
expressed a strong desire for light-filled and flexible spaces
that cater to their diverse styles of learning.
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Candidates for Maryland Library Association Office

Official Slate for 2009-2010

Executive Officers
Vice President/President Elect
Glennor Shirley; Library Coordinator, Maryland
State Department of Education, Correctional
Education Libraries
Larry Wilt; Director, Albin O. Kuhn Library & Gal-
lery, University of Maryland Baltimore County
Treasurer
Amy Ford; St. Mary’s County Library
Sydney McCoy; Frederick County Public Libraries
Carrie Willson-Plymire; Western Maryland Regional
Library

Divisions

Associates, Paraprofessionals and Library Support
Staff (APLSS)
Vice President/President Elect

Brandi Miner; Baltimore County Public Library
Secretary

Tammy Taylor; University of Baltimore

Academic and Research Libraries Division (ARLD)
Vice President/President Elect
Danielle Whren Johnson; Loyola Notre Dame
Library
Secretary
David Dahl; Albert S. Cook Library, Towson Univer-
sity

Children’s Services Division (CSD)
Vice President/President Elect

Carol Dean; Anne Arundel County Public Library
Secretary

Karen Hoffman; Enoch Pratt Free Library

In addition to the slate, nominations can be submitted to the

Chair of the Nominations and Elections Committee. A Can-
didate Acceptance form must be submitted with ten (10) signa-

tures supporting the nomination. Nominations must be received
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Government Information Division (GID)
Vice President/President Elect

No candidate
Secretary

No candidate

Library Management Division (LMD)
Vice President/President Elect
Dianne Whitaker; Montgomery County Public
Library
Secretary
Robert Maranto; Baltimore County Public Library

Public Services Division (PSD)
Vice President/President Elect
Sandra Meyers; Anne Arundel County Public Library
Secretary
Alexa Leinaweaver; Prince George’s County Memorial
Library System

Technical Services Division (TSD)
Vice President/President Elect
Michelle Flinchbaugh; Albin O. Kuhn Library & Gal-
lery, University of Maryland Baltimore County
Secretary
Ann Wheeler; Carter Library and Information Re-
source Center, Maryland Department of Natural
Resources

Trustees
Vice President/President Elect

Joseph B. Bush; Trustee, St. Mary’s County Library
Secretary

Simmona Simmons; Trustee, Anne Arundel County
Public Library

no later than January 23, 2009. They can be mailed to Mary
Baykan, Washington County Free Library, 100 S. Potomac
Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740 or sent via e-mail to baykanm@
washcolibrary.org.
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Crab Pot

The Maryland Library Catch of the Day!

Thurmont Center for Agricultural History

Mary K. Mannix, Frederick County Public Libraries

This past August saw the opening of the Thurmont
Center for Agricultural History, located in the new Thur-
mont Regional Library of Frederick County Public Librar-
ies. The purpose of the Thurmont Center is to collect ma-
terials that document the agricultural history of Frederick
County and the surrounding region. The center strives
to provide researchers with the necessary tools to guide
their agriculture related research, whether it pertains to
family history, house or property research, the history
of rural voluntary organizations or a scholarly study of
farming. The center is a partnership between Frederick
County Public Libraries’ Thurmont Regional Library and
its Maryland Room, located in the C. Burr Artz Library.
The Maryland Room oversees the accessioning, archival
processing and long range curatorial care of the collection.
The Thurmont staff handles book processing, access and
daily curatorship.

Frederick County is a very appropriate place to locate
such a center, as it has a significant agricultural heritage.
The German population which was instrumental in the
18th century settlement of Frederick County, which at
that time included today’s Montgomery County, a por-
tion of Carroll County and all of the state to the west,
brought with them a way of farming which transformed
agricultural practice in
Maryland.  Simply put,
diversified family farms
replaced the slave driven
tobacco “plantations” as
our state’s primary means
of agriculture.

The center’s collection
includes both primary and
secondary sources. At the
time of its opening, it held
11 archival and manuscript
collections. These include
the records of five differ-
ent granges. The National
Grange of the Order of
Patrons of Husbandry is
a nineteenth century fra-
ternal organization. The
grange developed dur-
ing a time, after the Civil

undergoing rapid change. There was no other organized
entity to speak for the farming community. The Grange’s
mission as they describe it on their webpage “provides op-
portunities for individuals and families to develop to their
highest potential in order to build stronger communities
and states, as well as a stronger nation.”

The grange has a standard hierarchical structure. There
is the national grange, state granges, county granges,
known as Pomona, and community granges (the subor-
dinates). The Thurmont Center for Agricultural History
has the records of the Frederick County Pomona Grange,
material from the Maryland State Grange and collections
from three of Frederick County’s subordinate granges. The
center seeks to acquire material from all of the county’s
granges in order to present as complete a picture as pos-
sible of these pivotal organizations’ work in the commu-
nity. Due to the grange’s dedication to service and their
political activities, these collections present more than
simply the group’s rudimentary membership activities.
These collections also provide a great deal of information
on the Great Frederick Fair, the county fair.

From the beginning of the Grange, both men and
women played important roles in the organization. Ag-
ricultural women, however, were also involved in other
agricultural voluntary organizations, the most famous
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War, when agriculture was
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being “The Homemakers.” The
Homemakers developed out of the
County Extension Office, as did 4-H
for children and young adults. The
Thurmont Center holds three collec-
tions relating to county Homemak-

The center provides
research opportunities
in agricultural history,
land use, environmen-
tal studies, women’s

agriculture. They are not yet in the
on-line catalog and are treated as a
manuscript collection. An inventory
can be found online.

The book collection consists of
over 9o titles, all located on the FCPL

ers groups. These collections include
a variety of print media, such as pho-
tographs, newspaper clippings, and
scrapbooks. This coverage is twenti-
eth century based.

One of the room’s largest collections and the one
which offers the deepest information about the county’s
history are the annual reports of the Frederick County
Cooperative Extension and Homemaker Agents. The Co-
operative Extension has its basis in a variety of federal
laws. The first, the Morrill Act, which passed in 1862, es-
tablished land grant colleges in every state. These colleges
would be to the “Benefit of Agriculture and the Mechanic
Arts.” This act is one of the 100 milestone documents on
the National Archives’ “Our Documents” website, http:/
www.ourdocuments.gov/content.php?page=milestone. In 1914,
the Smith-Lever Act provided funds for the information
gleaned from the research at these schools to be taken out
to farmers. This was a cooperative effort between the US
Department of Agriculture and the schools. Today, every
state has a central office and a variety of local representa-
tives. Maryland has 29 offices. Further information can
be found at http://extension.umd.edu.

The Extension Service Collection was acquired by the
Maryland Room in 1989 and was the beginning of the
development of the center’s holdings. It contains reports
extending back to 1917. They are mixed media and heav-
ily illustrated with newspaper clippings, printed ephem-
era, hand-drawn maps and photographs. A finding aid to
the over 1,000 photographs, based on the report captions,
will soon be available on the Center’s webpage. A find-
ing aid based on the newspaper headlines of the clippings
has begun. These reports truly present an overview of the
County’s history during a significant portion of the twen-
tieth century. They are a window into a way of life that is
rapidly disappearing as Frederick becomes a Washington,
DC bedroom community.

Of potential interest to researchers outside the Fred-
erick region is the collection of Department of Agricul-
ture Farmers’ Bulletins. It consists of 381 individual titles
published in the early and mid-twentieth century. Titles
run the gamut from Alfalfa on Corn-Belt Farms to Busi-
ness Records for Poultry Keepers, from Fitting, Showing and
Judging Hogs to Shall I Buy a Combine? These thin paper-
back publications provide an overview of the science of

history.
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history and family

online catalog. The entire listing can
be seen by using the “Thurmont
Center for Agricultural History” se-
lection in the location choice under
the Power Search option on the catalog. While most of
these titles are agriculture related, the center also serves
as the permanent rare book repository for local authors,
local history and genealogy. The bulk of the collection is
from the private library of David Eigenbrode, a Frederick
County career extension professional, now retired. Titles
in this collection go back to 1881, such as the lustrated
Stock Doctor & Livestock Encyclopedia. The collection con-
sists of textbooks, manuals and government documents
from both the state and federal levels.

The Maryland Room has been actively collecting ag-
ricultural materials for ten years. The archival and book
holdings of the Thurmont Center for Agricultural His-
tory were rehoused and processed under the guidance of
the Maryland Room. It took over two years to complete
and at various times included the efforts of ten FCPL staff
members, two library school students, two college interns,
ten high school volunteers and several other volunteers.
The rehousing of the collection was supported by a Na-
tional Endowment of Humanities Preservation Assistance
Grant to Small Institutions.

The center provides research opportunities not only in
agricultural history, but also in land use, environmental
studies, women’s history and family history. It also serves
as documentation of the twentieth century, a time period
only now being documented.

It is open seven days a week and can be accessed
through the adult services reference desk. Researchers are
asked to follow basic special collection guidelines includ-
ing using pencil only, locking up personal possessions and
photocopying by staff intervention. It is recommended,
however, that patrons call ahead so that the staff can be
ready to more effectively assist them. Parking at the build-
ing is free and plentiful.

For further information about the center please call 301-
600-7212 to speak to Erin Dingle, the Thurmont Regional
Branch Administrator or Melissa Snyder, the librarian
with special responsibility for the center. The FCPL Mary-
land Room can be reached at 301-600-1368. The Center’s
webpage can be accessed at http://www.fcpl.org/information/
branches/thurmont.
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SubscribeltofVIARYLIB

MARYLIB—Maryland'’s Electronic Discussion List.
Keep up with MLA/ALA events...
Share job openings with colleagues...
Offer weeded items from your collection to others...
Ask a question!

Subscribe to MARYLIB, an electronic discussion group intended to provide Maryland area librarians with a
fast, convenient way to interact on problems and opportunities of local interest.

To subscribe, send a message to listproc@list.umaryland.edu. Do not fill in the subject line. In the body of the
message, type only these words: subscribe MARYLIB <your firstname><yourlastname>. For example, subscribe
MARYLIB Diane Fishman

To post a message on the list, address your message to marylib@list.umaryland.edu

Remember that when you reply to a message sent through the listserv, your message will go to everyone on the listserv. For
private replies, you must send a separate message addressed to the original sender. Therefore, it’s a good idea to include
your email address in the body of any messages you post to the list. In some systems, the reader won’t be able to see the address
in the sender line.



